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DIOCESE OF ST. ALBANS 
 

The Bishop of St Albans: The Rt. Revd. Dr. Alan Smith 
The Bishop of Hertford:   The Rt Revd  Jane Mainwaring 
Archdeacon:                      The Venerable Janet Mackenzie . 
Rural Dean:                        The Revd. Mark Dunstan  
Assistant Rural Dean:        

 

THE PARISHES OF BAYFORD & BRICKENDON, LITTLE BERKHAMSTED, 
 ESSENDON & WOODHlLL, PONSBOURNE:  

 

RECTOR: Rev’d Theresa Musiwacho,  
Hartford Hundred Rectory,  

1 Little Berkhamsted Lane, Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LU.  
Telephone: 01707 875940  email - hartfordhundred@outlook.com 

 

Communion to the sick, Notice of Banns and of Marriage by arrangement with the Minister. See p4. 
Please advise us of any cases of sickness so that prayers may be offered  

or where they may be of any assistance.  

ST ANDREW'’S - LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
Sandie Ash, Hall Cottage, 7 Church Road, 
Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LY   01707 875221 
 

PCC SECRETARY 
Ian Bailey, Tower House, Stockings Lane, 
Little Berkhamsted.  SG13 8LW 01707 875791 
 

TREASURER  
Christopher Nunn, Trewinnard House, Little 
Berkhamsted, SG13 8LS           07885 464055 
  

ORGANIST 
  
ST MARY - BAYFORD and HOLY CROSS 
and ST ALBAN – BRICKENDON 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
  

Mr C Taylor, Baybury House, 41 Ashendene 
Road, Bayford, Hertford, SG13 8PX   
                                                    01992 511041 
  

PCC SECRETARY 
  

TREASURER  
Mrs. L. Fitzjohn, Home Farm, Bayford Lane, 
Bayford 
 

ORGANIST  
Mrs V Haryott, Wellpond Cottage, Brickendon, 
SG13 8NU                                 01992 511575 
 
 
 
 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN - ESSENDON and 
WOODHILL, AL9 6AS 
  

CHURCHWARDENS 

Paul Wombwell, 27 Rectory Close, Essendon, 
AL9 6HG                                     01707 273729 
Colin Rees, 2, Letty Green, Hertford,  
SG14 2NZ.                                07540 351 530. 
colin4444@yahoo.com. 
 

PCC SECRETARY  
Ms C Blackman, 42 High Road, Essendon, 
AL9 6HW  07831 341886 
casblackman@yahoo.com 
 
 

TREASURER  
Mr Nick Pickard, Cucumber Hall, Essendon, 
AL9 6JB  07779 325847 
     

 
ST MARY - PONSBOURNE  
  

CHURCHWARDEN AND TREASURER  

Phil Ryan 
50, New Park Road, Newgate Street,  
SG13 8RF - 01707 876151 
phil.ryan47@gmail.com  
 
ORGANIST  
Mr P Minchinton, 14 Byfield, Welwyn Garden 
City, AL8 7AL                              01707 323742 
  
 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR 
Dr M E Wainwright. 12 Church Road, Little 
Berkhamsted, SG13 8LY.           01707 875970 
parishmag@begesford.co.uk 

The Parish Magazine is also available online, free of charge.  
Google ‘HHW Parish Magazine’.  

For the HHW web site Google ‘Hartford Hundred West’. 
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D 
ear All 
  
At such a time like this, we 
remember those who have 

died in war, especially the relatively 
innocent, the children, the civilians, 
and soldiers. Those who had no choice 
but sought to defend our nation.  
 
One of the books in the Bible, Job, 
clearly brings to light the anguish of 
losing the loved ones. Job is 
remembered as the innocent, patient 
sufferer. The scripture is about the 
challenge of suffering and death. The 
man Job was tested beyond what one 
can bear. In his pain after his loved 
ones were killed, his friends think he 
must have done something dreadful to 
be suffering.  In agony, Job cries out in 
distress and exasperation to God.  
 
In despair, Job reaches out at times in 
the hope that he must be vindicated. 
Job calls on his redeemer, his rescuer- 
God that He must in the end stand and 
reveal himself. His family and his 
servants were killed by raiders. On 
this earth violence and warlike acts 
are part of the suffering that comes on 
us. Job’s lament in distress can stand 
for the cries of those who suffer from 
war and injustice. We can relate to 
what is happening to Ukraine, to 
Israel and other countries. I quite like 
what Job says at the end after God had 
remembered him  “I know that you 
can do all things; no purpose of yours 
can be thwarted. My ears had heard of 
you but now my eyes have seen you”. 
Job 42: 2&5 
 
Though there is suffering of this 
physical life, the good news is that, 

there is hope for life beyond death 
that Jesus’ resurrection gives. Christ’s 
resurrection promises a future to all 
reality. The ruined earth itself is to be 
restored, transformed, within the new 
creation.  
 
The hope we have in Christ is to be 
reunited with those who have gone 
before us asleep in Christ. Jesus’ 
taking on the evil and overcoming it 
with love means that he has shared 
our sufferings and death so we can 
share his life. He died for all, so all 
may live with him.  
 
In our Act of remembrance, we play 
the Last Post, music for the end of the 
day, symbolising the end of life, but 
after the silence we play Reveille, 
Wake up, Get up, Rise to share God’s 
eternal life. Our remembrance may be 
perceived as sorrow, but there is hope 
and we rejoice in hope. May we share 
God’s forgiveness and love in Christ, 
convinced that we will obtain eternal 
life at the end.  
 
Revd Theresa Musiwacho 

Rector’s Article. 
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Baptisms 
24th|September 2023     Theodora Courtney  BROWN            Little Berkhamsted 
                                                  D.O.B 28/10/2022 
 

 1st  October 2023             Oliver Robert  HOLFORD                   Little Berkhamsted 
                                                 D.O.B  14/11/2022 
 

Death 
10th September 2023     Rosemary STOREY                              Essendon 
                                                (90 years)  
 

Interment of ashes 
 13th September 2023     Ian Stuart ROBERTS                            Essendon     
                                                 RIP  14. 07. 2023 (Aged 74 years) 
 

 4th October 2023              Kenneth KINGS                                     Essendon 
                                                  RIP  10.05. 2023 (Aged 91 years)              

Prayer Share 
As you remember them, remember us, O Lord; grant us peace in our 
time and a longing for the day when people of every language, race, and 
nation will be brought into the unity of Christ's kingdom. This we ask in 
the name of the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

PARISH REGISTER 

Weddings, Baptisms and other matters.   
Saturday Registration is held on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month 

at 10.00 am to 11.30 am in Little Berkhamsted Church. 
No appointment necessary 

 

  

The woodyard s now fully open and 
well stocked. 

  

Orders from  
colin4444@yahoo.com or  

07540 351 530 

The Group Woodyard 
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OCTOBER CALENDAR 

Sunday 5th November, All Saints  
 9:30 am, Parish Communion, Essendon 
 9:30 am, Family Service, Ponsbourne 
11:00 am, Parish Communion, Brickendon 
 

Sunday 12th November,  Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:30 am Parish Communion, Bayford 
  9:30 am, Family Service, Essendon 
10:45 am, Group Remembrance Service, Little Berkhamsted 
 

Sunday 19th November, Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Ponsbourne 
11:00 am, Family Service, Brickendon 
    

Sunday 26th November, Last Sunday of Pentecost 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Little Berkhamsted 
11:00 am Family Service Bayford 
   

 Sunday 3rd December, First Sunday of Advent 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Essendon 
11:00 am, Parish Communion, Brickendon 
  4:00 pm Christingle Service, Ponsbourne. 
 

Wednesdays  
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Essendon           For Joining instructions see 
10:00 am, Telephone Service  Free                    hartfordhundred@outlook.com   

Hartford Hundred  
Community Choir  

  

We are hoping to have an autumn 
gathering with an informal concert!  
  

Watch this space for more info! AND 
of course we will be preparing for a 
Nine Lessons and Carols or two and a 
spot of carol singing in December!  
  

If you love singing (music readers and 
non-music readers included) and 
would like to join the community 
choir please drop Katie Nielsen a 
What’sApp message on 07962 
232535. 
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More information or to order, go to the website: 
https://bit.ly/layleadertalks 
 
Any income from the book will be shared between Royal Papworth charity 

and HHW Group churches. 
  

THANK YOU. 

A NEW BOOK TO RAISE FUNDS FOR ALL OUR CHURCHES. 
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L & M SWAIN 
G A R DE N  MA I NTE N AN C E  

  

ALL TYPES OF GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN  
INCLUDING 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE AND ONE OFF TIDY UPS 
  

HEDGES CUTTING PRUNING 
                                   

TURF LAYING                     PRESSURE WASHING 
  

FENCING                                                                  PATIOS LAID 
  
  
  

TELEPHONE:  01992 511343, 0794 1398 510  
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

 

in the  
COMFORT and SAFETY 
of your own home.  

Liz Wainwright 
 

Over 25 years Experience 

 

Fully Insured 

 

All Equipment Sterilised 

 

Full PPE If Required 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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BAYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

To read the minutes and agendas just 

Google ‘Bayford Parish Council’ and 

follow the link to ‘Minutes’. 
 

The Baker Arms 
The pub has received ACV registration 

See opposite. 

The Survey has already shown a great 

deal of support from within and 

outside the village. 
 

Oliver and I met with Tom McMullen 

on the 12th October. The meeting was 

extremely useful and enlightening. 

Tom stressed that as the BA is the 

only pub in the village it is extremely 

important to keep it open. He was 

open to any model which could 

achieve this. He stated that the 

present tenanted model could not be 

made profitable. In view of the ACV 

status, he advised us that he will put 

the pub up for sale ‘immediately’.  The 

FofBA thus need to move to the next 

phase of the process. 

 

BA Car Park Right of Way. 

This will be discussed at the next PC 

meeting. It was decided to separate 

this from the survey. Creating a new 

RofW is a legal process and any errors 

in the application will mean it is 

rejected. Our RofW expert, Andrea 

Trendler, is advising us on this matter. 

It is vital that all evidence forms are 

collected in and coordinated 

application made.  

We will be looking for people who are 

willing to state that they have used 

the car park as a footpath/bridleway 

for all or part of the period 2003 to 

2023. 

 
 

Meetings. 

20th November, Monday 

Please check the web site.  
 

Michael Wainwright (Dr),  
Chairman.   
 

pc@begesford.co.uk 
01707 875970. 

www.begesford.co.uk   

Bayford 
St. Mary’s Church 

Bayford Church is open Mondays, Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING OCTOBER 
13th & 27th Caroline Fletcher and Jane Rowley 
 

FLOWERS  
12th & 26th Sally Cunnane 

Bayford 
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The Baker Arms 

ACV Registration for the Baker Arms 
 

ACV Listing (Asset of Community Value) 
gives us six weeks from the 
announcement of the sale of the pub to 
decide if we want to make an offer.  
 

The offer need not be accepted by the 
owner. We then have six months to 
complete the process. So this is by no 
means a ‘silver bullet’ . MW. 

Community support behind a 
bright future for Baker Arms 

 

News of the sudden departure of 
Baker Arms landlords, Martin and 
Bev, was met by a strong show of 
support from the village and beyond 
at the closing nights and a 
subsequent Parish Council meeting. 
 

There has been a pub on the site for 
over 200 years. It is one of the last 
true village amenities, the post office, 
shop and blacksmith having  
departed long ago  
 

A working group has now been 
formed to explore options for a viable 
future for the pub. 
 

Whatever the way forward, your 
support for the Baker Arms will be 
crucial to its success. We intend to 
hold a public engagement event in 
the Autumn; please stand by for 
updates and meanwhile any ideas or 
queries are welcome; please address 
them to me. 
 

Oliver Riley, Chair,  
Friends of the Baker Arms. 

The Knitting Group  
 The knitting group now meets at the 
Farmer’s Boy.  We’re starting our 
Christmas projects so if you’d like to be 
involved, please join us on the first and 
third Wednesdays of the month at 
8pm.   

 

Please call Caroline Fletcher on 
07919 317212 for more details. 
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County Councillor Musings. Ken Crofton 

     September’s Parish magazine spurred me to offer an update on a few County 
Council (HCC) issues.  I will start by saying that HCC is a huge operation 
employing 8000 people funded from government grants, the Local Enterprise 
Partnership and Council tax payers totaling £1.15 billion.  In a county where 
demands from the public are ever increasing and income difficult to increase 
there is pressure on the finance director and his team to balance the books 
whilst maintaining services. The massive increase in the costs of children’s 
services of over £1 million a day, adult care and inflation have had an impact. 
 

     HCC has an enviable record nationally and at Whitehall of being well run and 
respected and is used as an exemplar for other County Councils to follow. 
 

     The Magazine mentioned that staff at County Hall are being relocated to 
Robertson House in Gunnels Wood Road, Stevenage, this is the County Council 
not East Herts Council as some believe. Our chief executive Mr. Owen Mapley 
has encouraged home working and determined that the offices are now not 
populated enough to warrant the expenditure as he believes they are too large 
for current needs. 
 

     Robertson House will be known to many as the location where the Covid jabs 
were administered. This is a vast building owned by HCC and is being prepared 
to receive the new influx of staff from December. HCC meetings will still be held 
in the magnificent chamber at County Hall. No decision has been made what to 
do with the back offices whether they may be rented out or planning 
permission sought for housing.  Once a decision has been made it will be 
impossible to reverse it. It is unrealistic to imagine there will be cost savings.  
 

     I have to tell you I have and will continue to oppose this short-sighted 
abandonment of County Hall.  Our CEO is mistaken to believe that whilst the 
rest of the country is understanding the need to return to the place of work, 
Councils fail to understand that to provide an efficient service the workforce 
need to be managed and staff trained and communicate together. With a 10% 
staff churn new employees tend to be younger and often work from a rented flat 
or their parents’ home. It must be a horrible working environment without the 
benefit of companionship or proper communication. 
 

     In my opinion this inefficient working from home should be ended 
immediately and staff made to repopulate the offices at County Hall, after all it 
is the County Town. 
 

     I have written to the Rt Hon Michael Gove to ask him to compel Councils to 
get back to work. It is surprising there hasn’t been more of an outcry from 
residents or the local press. 
Best wishes,  Ken 
County Councillor Ken Crofton.  J.P.   F.Inst.D 
   



13 

 

 

Scrabble Club  
  

If you enjoy playing Scrabble and 
would like to join an informal group 
of scrabble players please drop Katie 
a What’sApp message on 07962 
232535 

GARDENING 
  

Do You: 
  

NEED a strong pair of hands for those gardening jobs 
NEED your vegetable garden dug. 
NEED your grass/hedges cut 
NEED logs moving/splitting 
NEED terraces or garden furniture pressure washed. 
NEED shed or fences painted. 
  

Then I am your man! 
  

Time to suit, 7 days a week. 
Please ring Paul Curson 01707 875622, £11 per hour  

(£13 if using own machinery) 
Transport required 

I do  not use mains electrical hedge cutters or mowers.  
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HCPC Registered Audiologist  
Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,  

Hearing Aids & More  

 
25 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1HZ  

01992 877666 hertfordhearing@outlook.com 

Monthly Collections on 20th November – Dutch Nursery, Bell Bar – 10am-2pm  
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The School Ponds 

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
Locally Grown Fruit and Veg. when available. Braughing Sausages. Locally Made 
Apple Juices.  Local Bread, Cakes and Fresh Cream Cakes. Fresh Flowers. Locally 
Made Jam, Marmalade and Honey.  Local Farm Eggs and Duck Eggs delivered 
daily. Wines. House-ware. Confectionery. Newspapers and Magazines.  
Muriel’s Home-made Pickles. Dr. John Dog Food. 
  

Delivery Service now available throughout the Local Villages 
  HOURS:-   Mon-SAT. 7am-6pm.  Sun 8am-4pm   

01707 878731 

 
 

CHURCH  ROAD, LITTLE  BERKHAMSTED 

Local Shops, Services and Pubs  

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

●  Rewires 
●  Fuse Boxes 
●  Security 
●  Extra Sockets 
●  Lighting Points 
● Smoke Detectors 
● Electric Cookers 
● TV Points 
● Phone Points 
● Ring video doorbells  
● Tidy & Efficient 

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
  

Tel: 01707 262771  
Mobile: 07861 398288 

  

Family run business 
  

info@ib-electrical.co.uk  
www.ib-electrical.co.uk 

 

I & B ELECTRICAL 
  

Domestic & Commercial 
Electrician 
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Brickendon Liberty 

Brickendon  
Chapel of the Holy Cross & St. Alban 

  
  

 

 

For enquiries concerning the Chapel, please 
contact Virginia Haryott 01992 511575  
or email wellpondharyott@gmail.com  
  

Brickendon Clubs: 
 

We have some excellent clubs in 
Brickendon which are always happy to 
welcome new members. 
 

Book Club - meets every first Tuesday 
of the month at 8pm, contact Andrea 
Trendler for venue - 01992 511588 
 
 

Pilates - Every Tuesday morning in 
Fanshaws Room (the village hall) at 
9.15am, to register contact Harriet 
Barton, 07944 500504 or 
pilateswithharriet@hotmail.com  
 

Fanshaws Room  
(the Village Hall) 

 

The Village Hall in Brickendon is a 
lovely space for meetings, children's 
parties and other gatherings. More 
details and photos can be found on the 
village website www.brickendon-
liberty.org.uk 
Hire charge for non-residents is £15 
per hour (£10 per hour for residents of 
Brickendon Liberty parish) 
 

Phone 01992 511551 for further 
information or to make a booking.  

Sunday Services 
11 am 5th November –   Parish Communion 
10:45 am 12th November -   Group Remembrance Service at Little 
Berkhamsted 
11 am 19th November -   Family Service at 11.00am 
11 am 3rd December -      Parish Communion at 11.00am 

Flowers                                                 November                                 Cleaning 
Brenda Lambie                                  3rd & 10th                                 Janie Corbisiero 
Amanda Davey                                   17th & 24th                                                  Virginia Haryott 
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Parish Council 
  

Meetings 
Meetings are normally held in the 
Fanshaws Room at 7.30pm and all 
parishioners are welcome to attend 
and to raise any issues of concern. 
Agendas are posted on noticeboards at 
least 3 days before the meeting. 
 

Parish Clerk: Laura Brooks-Payne 
Brickendon Liberty Parish Council 
PO BOX 81, Knebworth, SG3 6YZ 
 

Email clerk@brickendon-liberty.org.uk 
Mobile 07803 906291 

Minutes: Brickendon website 
www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk for . 
  

Meetings: 
 23rd November 

Brickendon  
Petanque Boules Club  

 

Play at The Farmer’s Boy 
 

Winter Play Times 
Sunday 10am - 12 noon 

Tuesday 5.30 - 7pm 
Thursday 10am - 12 noon 

 

Further information and enquiries 
Contact Janet 01992 511515 

Brickendon Liberty 

Oak Processionary Moths 
 
Unfortunately there is a problem in 
the Churchyard with oak moths nests. 
These nasty creatures are found 
across the southeast – including 
Hertfordshire. The caterpillars feed on 
the leaves of oak trees causing stress 
to the tree making them more 
susceptible to disease and drought. 
Older caterpillars have hundreds of 
tiny hairs which can cause skin rashes, 
eye irritation, breathing difficulties. 
We are taking this very seriously and 
are getting expert help and advice.  
Please keep behind the roped off area 
and if you do need to tidy up the 
graves always use gloves. 
 

 Tennis Courts. 
  

  

The fee for hire is still £5 per court 
per hour for everyone. Last summer 
the courts and pavilion were 
renovated and are in excellent 
condition.  
  

For further information and to book 
see Brickendon website  
(www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk) 
Brenda Lambie 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

  

AMV CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
  
  

Traditional Chimney Sweep 
with brushes, 

 fireplace sealed and advance 
vacuum technology 

Used 
  
  

 Inglenooks, Wood burning stoves, 
 Aga/solid fuel stoves. 

Gas fires, cowls fitted, smoke testing, 
certificates issued.  
Tel:07815 502798. 

  

email 
amvchimneysweeps@googlemail.com 

  

web www.amvchimneysweeps.co.uk 
  
  

Certified member of the Institute of Chimney 
Sweeps 

Hertford Symphony Orchestra  
  

Saturday 11th November (conductor Daniel Hogan) Ware Drill Hall 7.45pm 
This wonderful concert includes Mozart's Clarinet concerto and Mahler 
Symphony No.1 
Conductor Daniel Hogan (currently studying for a professional diploma at the 
Royal Academy of Music) has worked with HSO on several concerts over the 
past year or two and we are delighted to welcome him back for this concert. 
  

Sunday 10th December (conductor Jonathan Mann) Ware Drill Hall 3pm 
HSO Christmas Spectacular – our programme is yet to be confirmed but it will 
include carols and Christmas music to be sure! This is a great event for all the 
family and a lovely introduction to orchestral music.  

Evergreen Landscapes 
All aspects of Garden Construction 

undertaken.  
Approved Patio and Driveway 

Contractors 
  

Walling, Pathways, Turf and Lawn 
Installers, Fencing, Natural Stone and 

Porcelain Specialists 
Grounds Maintenance Contractors for 

Private or Commercial Properties 
  

Office 01707655511 
Mobile call Ron on 07747841103 

Email:- 
sales@evergreenlandscapes.co.uk 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



19 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

  

MITCH 
PLASTERING & 
DECORATING 

  
Professional, Reliable,  

Quality  
and  

Clean Service 
  

 Over 20yrs experience,  
Fully Insured 

  
Please Call Chris on 07775 

673423 

  
  

THE 1st NORTHAW 
SCOUT GROUP 

  

Both our Beaver Colony (6-8 years) 
and Cub Pack (8-11 years) have 
resumed “normal “activities including 
hiking, camping and learning new 
skills and having great fun. 
The numbers in both Sections are 
growing and we would love to 
welcome new members. We would 
also be really happy to have more adult 
helpers and leaders to support this. 
Beavers meet on Thursday and Cubs 
on Monday. 
Meetings are based at our 
Headquarters in Northaw Village. 
To find out more contact Gordon 
Marshall at 
gordon.marshall@pbscouts.org.uk 

Sponsored Bike n Hike 2023 
 

Saturday 9th September was the day for this annual event sponsored in support 
of the Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust.  

 

For the 18th consecutive year Colin and Paula, accompanied by Colin’s daughter, 
Emma, participated but, because it was expected to be a record temperature for 
September in the UK, the route, usually well planned beforehand, was 
considerably shortened with the aim, as far as possible, of avoiding hills and 
choosing shady rides. We cycled to Hertford along the Cole Green Way and 
there visited eight churches one of which, the Town Church, we didn’t realise 
existed. The open churches provided cool sanctuary from the sun and the 
chance for refreshment and to meet other cyclists. From there we cycled on the 
towpath (a very bumpy and hot ride in places) across the Meads to Ware where 
we visited four more churches. By then the temperature had reached 32’C. 
Cycling back across the Meads we ate our picnic lunch in a shady spot near 
Hertford, then stopped at Hertingfordbury on route back to Letty Green and 
Essendon. 
 
Many thanks to all who so generously sponsored us. Half of the amount we have 
raised will come to our church. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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Essendon 

Essendon, Woodhill, 
Wild Hill & Woodside   

St. Mary the Virgin 
  
  

  
  

Flower Arrangers  November 
4th & 11th & 18th  REMEMBRANCE 
 Judy Rennie 
 

24th Wedding 
 

Tennis Courts 
The prices are £40 family, £25 
individual and £15 for a junior.   
New members always welcome.  
 

To join the club or any questions 
please contact,  
 

Nicki Whitelaw 07946300512 
nicki.whitelaw@sky.com 
Essendon Tennis Club Committee 

The Group Woodyard 
 

Is now fully open and well stocked. 
 

Orders from  
colin4444@yahoo.com or  

07540 351 530 

November Services. See page 5. 

 

The CANDLELIT CHRISTMAS 
SUPPER  

will be held in the Church 
at 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm on SATURDAY 

9th DECEMBER 2023 
with entertainment 

 

Tickets are available  
but are limited 

 

Tickets at £20 including a glass of 
mulled wine  

Bank Payment to Friends of St Mary’s 
Essendon 

Sort : 60-10-39  A/c 30401682 
Please put your surname as reference 
Please let us know when booked and 
advise of dietary requirements (Veg/

GF) 
or 

contact Mandy Nevel 07967500289 
Hilary Pickard 07974231206 

 
Table Plan: 

Judy Rennie 01707 658322 

The Village Hall. 

Tel:      07442 499601 
email: 
essendonvillagehall@hotmail.com 
 

facebook.com/essendonvillagehall 
essendonvillagehal.wixsite.com/
essendonvillagehall 
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    ALL MEETINGS AT  
ESSENDON VILLAGE HALL, @ 7PM 

 

Agendas will be available on the PC 
website, 
 (https://www.essendonpc.org.uk/) 
and on noticeboards in the village.   
Minutes of all meetings are also 
available on the website. 
 

Members of the public are welcome to 
attend all meetings. 
Clerk: Nerine Chalmers 
essendonparishcouncil@                           
gmail.com 

ESSENDON PARISH COUNCIL 

All Sorts Dementia Group.   
 

Social and activity group for people 
with mild to moderate dementia 
starting at Essendon Village Hall every 
Wednesday 10.30am till 3pm.  
Spaces limited so please call  

01279 498938 or  
email allsortsdg@gmail.com  

for more information.  
Website: www.allsortsdg.co.uk 

Bible Study 

All are welcome.  
More information and dates  from  

mckellartrish@gmail.com 
  

Essendon Cricket Club 
We are looking for a scorer ideally 
Saturday and Sunday, but if someone 
only wanted to do Saturdays or 
Sundays that works. Saturday is the 
day we are struggling with as having 
your own scorer in a league game is 
very important. If anyone is interested 
please contact me. 
  

Ian Venables  07764777343 
Essendon CC Captain. 

 



24 

ESSENDON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

This has been such an extraordinary year, weatherwise, in our gardens but 
November is very much a month when, not only do we clear up, but also 
seriously look ahead and perhaps plan. Our cold damp Spring followed by much 
warmer temperatures has made many of us realise that there are real climate 
changes ahead and we must be prepared sometimes to do things in different 
ways. The growth this year with many of our trees and shrubs has been 
amazing which has caused some of our more delicate plants to be 
overshadowed. Have a real good look round and see where you can rebalance 
this so giving them plenty of room and also moving them round. 
With the clearing up, be firm but also careful not to get too carried away, find 
room somewhere for replanted bits and pieces and label them! 
Hardwood cuttings taken last autumn can be planted out carefully in their 
permanent place, lift them carefully and replant them with labels so you 
remember what they are! 
Many of us have had lovely displays in our outdoor pots but their plants don’t 
like standing in puddles so lift them up, either using ‘pot feet’ or even a couple 
of bricks to keeping their bases out of standing water. Plants such as 
Agapanthus and Nerines can be damaged by winter conditions so cover their 
crowns with free-draining mulch to protect them. If you have perennials, 
herbaceous plants etc. in pots, clean out the drainage holes so that frosts do not 
block them as this can cause ‘root ball’. Remember where you have put in new 
bulbs and it is a great joy when the first early signs appear. 
    Germander Speedwell 

A very interesting and informative evening on 20th September 
was enjoyed by 13 members and 3 guests,  

Elizabeth Hamilton, a geographer and ecologist, has worked in 
wildlife and countryside management since 1977. She spoke 
about her walk down the Lea Valley following the River Lea for 
46 miles from its source at Leagrave in Bedfordshire, with much of its upper 
stretch being classified as chalk stream, through Luton Hoo estate and into 
Hertfordshire, passing Harpenden, Wheathampstead, Hatfield, Welwyn Garden 
City and into Hertford.  
Below Hertford in the late 1700s alterations were made to make the river more 
navigable between East Hertfordshire, Essex and the Thames, becoming known 
as Lee Navigation. This welcomed a lot of industry along its banks and the 
creation of large reservoirs. Elizabeth then followed the River Lea along the 
Essex border and into Greater London, meeting the River Thames at Bow Creek.  

The talk included lots of historical detail of the areas visited with beautiful 
photographs of flora, fauna and  places of interest.  
The meetings start at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall and guests will be made very 
welcome 

Gardening in October 
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It has always slightly jarred with me 
that the twenty-oak field which sits at 
the back of Essendon's 'Terrace' has 
only nineteen standing trees.  The lost 
one lies fallen, giant logs hinting of 
former grandeur. They are good 
staging posts on long walks and as you 
take a rest, you can see that this field 
surely has the best view in 
Hertfordshire, overlooking the broad 
scape of farmland, hedgerow and 
wood.  As the sun sets, the beauty of 
this pastoral scene is exquisite and 
timeless. In years past, drinkers in the 
adjoining Wheatsheaf and Salisbury 
Crest, both of which have long since 
called last orders, would have been 
blessed to have had such a wonderful 
backdrop to an evening ale. 
 

This fallen oak has finally commenced 
its journey back to the earth as in 
recent weeks a remarkable fungus has 
emerged.  Laetiporus sulphureus or 
'Chicken of the Woods' has taken hold, 
the orangey-yellow fruiting body 

erupting profusely from the decaying 
wood.  As its name suggests it is a 
forager's favourite and supposed to be 
good eating with the flavour and 
texture of chicken but I am not brave 
or expert enough to take advantage of 
this culinary opportunity.  Even if 
correctly identified the fungus has its 
risks. It is thought to be able to pass on 
toxins when it emerges on yew trees 
and even on oak and other species, 
there are a small number of mushroom 
lovers who can experience an allergic 
reaction. 
 

When the chicken of the woods has 
done its work, perhaps it will be time 
to plant a new oak or maybe an acorn 
buried by a jay or squirrel will take 
advantage of the space and sunlight, 
complete the cycle, and restore the 
mathematical harmony of this magical 
field. 
 
DC 

Essendon Nature Notes 

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL AND RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL 
OFFICER 

 

Essendon Parish Council is looking to appoint a new Parish Clerk to undertake 
the administrative duties of the Parish Council. 
 

The post is part-time, up to 7 hours per week, working from home.  Salary will 
be in accordance with the NJC LC1 scale starting at spinal point 18  
 

Good administrative, financial, IT and communications skills essential.   
 

Essendon parish council  
 
If interested please call Ian on 07764777343 for an informal conversation , 
with the option to submit a full application  
 
The closing date for applications is 5pm Friday 10th November 2023 
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Little Berkhamsted,  
Howe Green &  
Epping Green   

St. Andrew 
  
  
  

  

CHURCH CLEANING 
11th November   
        Sandie Ash and Diane Standbrook 
25th November   
        Jeff and Louise Robinson 

Little Berkhamsted 

Services 
Remembrance Service 12th November 10.45am 
Parish Communion      26th November 9.30am 

St. Andrew’s Night Service 
and Supper 

 

7pm Thursday 30th November  

Service  
 

followed by 

Supper in the church  

7.45 for 8 pm 

 

Bring your own cutlery, glasses 

and drinks 

 

Individual Tickets £12  

from Sandie on 875221 

 

Please indicate if vegetarian option 

required 

  

 MACMILLIAN COFFEE MORNING 
Thank you to everyone who supported the 
Macmillan Cancer Support  coffee 
morning; we raised £335 for the charity. 
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St Andrew’s Church 

 

SPONSORED BIKE & HIKE 

Thank you for supporting the walk. 
We raised £362.00, part of which will 
be spent on repairs on the Lych Gate. 

 ALPACA WALKS 
  

Many villagers who use the bridle path 
between the village and Henderson 
Place may well have seen the six 
Alpacas kept in fields to the west of the 
path or met Andrew, their keeper, who 
is often found coming and going from 
the field or chatting to people in the 
village.  Andrew, who is an ex-resident 
of the village, has been keeping his 
Alpacas in Little Berkhamsted for over 
a year now, will soon be growing his 
herd and looking to start some Alpaca 
experiences and walks.  If you are 
interested to know more or to be 
notified when the experiences and 
walks are ready to commence please 
fell free to call, message or email 
Andrew,  
agreen@pemberton-group.co.uk or 
07538 857615. 

St Andrew’s Church. 
 

Can you HELP with our beautiful 
church we are looking for help with 
cleaning the church and help tidying 
up around the church yard. 
 

Contact: Sandie Ash 01707875221 



28 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 8th November at 

7.30pm in the village hall.  The agenda is published on the website and village  

noticeboard the week before the meeting. Residents are welcome to attend the 

meeting to comment or ask in questions in person or to send them to the clerk 

beforehand. clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk. 

News from Little Berkhamsted Parish Council 

Community Clothing Bank 

now on the field. 
  
Recycle your old 
clothes and shoes 
in the village 
clothing bank and 
help raise money 
towards insulating 
the Village Hall 

 Work is Starting on the 
Village Hall 

  

 Following a lengthy process, 
the Parish Council have secured 

some grant funding towards 
the upgrading of the village 

hall. 
 

This month we are hoping the  
contractors will start work on  
insulating the Village Hall roof,  
installing secondary double glazing  
and LED lighting.  
  
This work is long overdue and should 
make the hall a more environmentally 
friendly building  and reduce the high 
heating bills currently paid.  
  
Along with redecoration of the hall, 
we hope that this work will encourage 
greater use of the building by 
villagers and others.  
  

Hedgehogs are in rapid decline. 
Estimates put the current population 
in England, Scotland and Wales at less 
than one million, compared with a 
staggering 30 million in the 1950s. 

 YOU CAN HELP 
There are a number of things you 
can do to help our prickly friends 
including: 
Making ponds, holes and drains safe 
Creating a wild corner 
Dealing with netting and litter 
Putting out food and water 
Not using lawn chemicals 
Linking your garden to others with 13 
x 13cm gaps in fences and walls, 
creating a Hedgehog Highway. 
 

The Hedgehog Highway allows 
hedgehogs to: 
   * Forage for food  
   * Meet mates to breed 
   * Access nesting sites 
Raise awareness by framing your gaps 
with a surround. 
 

To buy a surround for just £5 please 
contact: elaine_hunter@sky.com,   
penny.stokes@littleberkhamsted.org.uk  

REMEMBER to check your bonfire pile 
for nesting and  hibernating hedgehogs 

before lighting it this year!  
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Little Berkhamsted  
Community Facilities for Hire 

  

     
The Village Hall has disabled access and toilet, a fully equipped kitchen 

for any refreshment needs, internet access and projector equipment.  
  

 

The cricket and community pavilion has a fully equipped kitchen, bar 
area, changing rooms and shower facilities. 

  

Hire Charges (per hour):  Little Berkhamsted Resident: £12 Other: £17 
  

For further details contact: Sandie Ash 01707 875221 
or clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk                   

  

 

News from Little Berkhamsted Parish Council 

mailto:clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Home Farm Dog Training 

 
  

Professional, friendly,  

reward-based training 
  

  Puppy & Adult classes 

  All ages. All breeds 

  1 to 1 training 

  Behaviour Problems 

  

Kennel Club Good Citizen Awards 
  

For more information contact us 
  

www.dogtrainingherts.co.uk 

07527 689516 
  

Fully insuredReferences available. 

Kind Hands Dog Training 
  

Positive, Kind, Professional, 
Force Free, Experienced Dog 

Training. 
  

Have you got training issues  
with your dog at home OR  

when you are out and about? 
Do you have a new puppy and need 

some help or guidance? 
1-2-1 training, tailored to your 

specific needs.  
No need to travel - I can come to you. 

  

My passion is to build a better 
relationship with you and your dog.  

A trained dog is a happy one! 
  

Please contact Jenny Fitzgerald on: 

07812 598110 
Email kindhandsdt@gmail.com 

IMDT trained and fully Insured. 

Master Art Workshops  
are back in  

Little Berkhamsted 
and we are delighted to welcome renowned, 

inspirational artists and craftspeople to teach in 
our lovely rural location. 

 

Release your inner creativity join us for a fun 
Workshop in November at Little Berkhamsted 

 

    Saturday 11th November - Watercolours with the amazing Joe Dowden 

    Tuesday 14th November - Christmas Gnomes in Clay  
           with the lovely Parvaneh Jamleddini  

    Tuesday 21st November - Flower painting in Watercolours  
           with the fabulous Nicky Hunter 

To book your favourite workshop email us at info@masterartworkshops.com 
or suewilliams021@aol.com or 07973 977192  

 

Follow us on social media to keep up with our news -  
Facebook page is http://www.facebook.com/masterartworkshops and 

instagram page is @masterartworkshops 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

 

 

 

Repairs to Fine Antiques 
And Contemporary Furniture 

French Polishing, Spray Finishing,  
Cabinet Making and Design, Veneering, Boulle Work , 

Leather Lining, Marquetry, Re-upholstering,  
Caning and Rushwork, Carving and Turning,  

Clock Restoration, Clock Servicing,   
Repairs to Metal Artefacts, Quality Fabric Sales.  

All work guaranteed to the  

highest standards, Established 1991. 

David Oakes 
01992 511251 / 07860 954977 

 

Three Bears Mobile Vets 
    
Independent, high quality,  veterinary 
care based in Newgate Street Village. 

  

We provide a home visit service but 
also have a fully equipped practice in 

Newgate Street. 
  

Tel: 07477 873891 
Email: threebearsvets@gmail.com 
Website: www.threebearsvets.co.uk 

Herts Computer Services 
 

Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email: 
iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business IT support 
  

PC health checks & virus removal  
Broadband internet issues 
Data recovery 
Laptop repairs such as screen replacement 
PC hardware repairs & installations 
Wireless networking 
Website & internet address setup 
Microsoft server installations & small 
business support 
  

Microsoft & Comptia Certified 
Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Professional carpet, rug 
& upholstery cleaning 

  

Stain & odour removal 
Scotchguards 

Fully insured, Free quotes. 
  

Window, conservatory &  
UPVC cleaning 

  
Tel: 01992 586004 

Mob: 07958 729074  
www.dharriscleaning.co.uk 

 

St Elizabeth’s School and College  
cares for children and young adults with special needs. 

 
St Elizabeth’s are delighted to say that our annual Apple Day will be returning 

this year, on Saturday 30th September 2023. With over 3-acres of ancient 
orchard, we need all the help we can get to pick and juice our delicious apples 

ready to make our famous apple juice. In return, we will be offering a wide 
range of entertainment, refreshments and a chance to browse lots of local 

stalls and products.  
 

The day is always a firm favourite with families, as there is something for 
everyone! There will be a chance to join in with fun and games for the little 
ones, as well as the opportunity to pick apples as a family and either donate 

them back to us, or buy them to make some goodies of your own. 
 

Come and join us between 11-3pm! For further information, please email 
fundraising@stelizabeths.org.uk  
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Master Locksmiths and Security Engineers 
 

G J Locksmiths 
  

9 The Broadway,  
Old Hatfield, AL9 5BG 

 

Tel:   01707 515 510 
 

Mob: 07774 866333  
  

www.gjlocksmithshatfield.co.uk 
martin@g-j-locksmiths.co.uk 

 
Fast reliable service 

FREE surveys to insurance or 
police specification. 

phone Martin Shadbolt  
 

Company member of the Master Locksmiths 
Association 

Interior              -J C-          Exterior 
KEENAN 

DECORATING SERVICES 

All aspects undertaken 
:  Excellent references of 
   Character & workmanship 

TELEPHONE: 01707 882927 home 

                 07899 964 436 mobile 

john.keenan2@gmail.com 

  
  

  

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION SUPPORT 

My Linchpin understands the pressures of running a small business and 

are here to help with flexible cost effective support. 
       Help with year end admin duties 
       Preparation of VAT returns 
       Invoice and debtor management 
       General secretarial and admin support 

     Temporary Cover, Holiday Relief and Volume Overflow 

Email: mylinchpin@gmail.com          www.linchpin.co.uk                Telephone: 07948 503768 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 
 

All bookings can now be made 
through the Village website  
 

www.newgatestreet.org/ 
 

Follow the link to Hall Rental and 
Book the Hall . 

Newgate Street 

What’s On in Newgate Street  
 

Table Tennis: Tuesday evenings 7.30 
- 9.30pm in the Village Hall. £1 pay 
and play 
 

Tennis  - Tuesday mornings 9.30-
10.30am Village Courts. Term time 
only.  Contact 07710 507 215 
 

Book Swap - Pre read books to buy £1 
or swap 50p, in the Village Hall Post 
Office Tuesday & Thursday mornings. 
 

Village Chat - WhatsApp group for 
people living in the village. To join the 
group contact 07710 507 215 
 

Village Pub Social - 8pm the second 
Friday of every month in either The 
Crown or The Coach & Horses Pubs, 
come along to meet friends and make 
new ones. See Village Chat WhatsApp 
group or Village website for details. 
 

Post Office. 
A small Post Office is open on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings in the village 
hall.  

Newgate Street 
Ponsbourne St. Mary 

  
  
  

  

Village Coffee  
Morning 

6th November,  
10am to 12 noon  

at 

The Crown 

Book Exchange. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU for the donation  
from  the BOOK EXCHANGE which 
continues to run at the Post Office in 
Newgate Street Village Hall on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings .  

Church Open  
for  

prayer and quiet contemplation,  
every Wednesday 9:30 to 12:30. 

http://www.newgatestreet.org/
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ROY FRITH 
VACUUM CLEANER  

SALES,  
SPARES & REPAIRS 

  

RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 
  

01992 503991 
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

13 TALBOT 
STREET 

HERTFORD  
SG13 7BX 

Phasma Hypnosis 
 

Therapies for Life 
 

Therapies for anxiety prevention, 
relaxation & meditation, break habits, 

panic attacks, confidence, pain 
management and more. 

Call today to find out how to make the 
positive changes you need in your life. 

Hypnotherapy/Reiki/Life Coaching 
 

www.phasma.org 
 

01707 538 083 
07999 753 474 

 

 

The Bishop of Hertford,  
Jane Mainwaring  
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P.W. Electronics 
  

For supply and installation of your new digital equipment 
Repair of T.V. Video recording equipment, DVD and Hi Fi. 

  
Sales Service & Rental                                                                           

Paul  Wombwell 
01707 265546   (Essendon) 

email   pwelectronics@btinternet.com 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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BK Marquee 
Hire 
 

For all your special 
events. 

Free quotations and site 
visit. 

Table and chair. 
Catering, BBQs 
Hog Roast 
Staging and Dance Floor. 
 

01707 271054 

Mobile:    0796 0842998  
e-mail:     bkmarqueehire@gmail.com 
Web site: bkmarqueehire.co.uk  
facebook.com/bkmarqueehire. 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Welwyn Garden City 

 Male Voice Choir 
 

Gentlemen, did you know 
singing is good for your 

health! 
We are looking for singers. 
No need to be able to read 

music. 
Please contact Bob 

07940565379  

or come along to  
The Methodist Church, 

Woodhall, Welwyn Garden 
City 

on Thursday nights at 7.30 to 
either listen or join in 

  

Fully insured  against accident and damage 

  PHONE 07850 334003 

TERRY TOLFTS 
MOTOR VEHICLE TECHNICIAN 

  

MOBILE SERVICING & REPAIRS TO MOST CARS 
& LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 
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C.J.A UPHOLSTERY 
 

• New Designs To Your Own Specification 

•  Made To Measure Furniture 

•  Home Visits - Portfolio Available 

•  Have Your Old Furniture Re-Upholstered 

Northam • 45 North Street 

Nazeing • EN9 2NH 

Guaranteed Quality  
Workmanship 

1000s of Fabrics 
28 Years Experience at  

Omega Furniture 
www.cjaupholstery.co.uk 

T: 01992 893 964   
M: 07904 359 333 

BROWNIES, CUBS, BEAVERS  AND SCOUTS 
 

Beaver Colony - Thursday 5.30pm - 6.45pm 
Cub Pack  - Thursday 7.00pm - 8.30pm 
Scout Troop - Monday 8.00pm—9:30pm 

1st Birch Green Brownies - Monday 6.30pm - 7.45pm 
 

Meetings are held at 
Cowper Hall, Hertingfordbury Cowper Junior School, Birch Green, SG14 2LR 

Website: www.1stlettygreen.org.uk 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

 
Heating installation & repairs. 

 General plumbing.   
 

Boilers installed & serviced. 
Oil boiler specialist. 

 24hr emergency service.  
Bathrooms/Showers fitted. 

  

All Work Guaranteed 
  

Phone:  07956 369588  
sjheatingplumbing@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Heating / Plumbing 

  
  

  
  
  

ANTIQUES RESTORATION 
 AND MODERN 

40 years experience 
All Repairs, Polishing, Fully Insured, Free Estimates 

Peter Worby Tel:  01920 821973 
NO VAT. 

http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/beavers.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/cubs.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/scouts.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/brownies.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/
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Diamond Pest Control 

Diamond Pest Control 
have a solution to any 
pest problems you may 
be encountering. 

If you need a wasp nest removed 
or are experiencing issues with 
rodents, moths, cockroaches, 
pigeons or any other pests you can 
contact us on the number below. 
  

We are recruiting for new 
technicians to join our team. Call us 
or send us your CV if you are 
interested! 
  

0208 889 1036 
info@diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 
www.diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 

JUST FEET Foot Health. 
  

Nail cutting, Corns, Verrucas, 
Thickened Nails, Split Heels, 

Athlete’s Foot, 
Warts, Hard Skin, Calluses 

  

Mobile Foot Health  
Professional 

  
Deborah McLoughlin, MCFHP 

MAFHP 
Tel: 07973 872967 

  
e-mail: 

d.a.mcloughlin@btopenworld.com 

 BigBlackHen.com 
  

 The beautifully simple way  
      to sell your home. 

  

Thinking of selling your home? 
  

I offer local expertise  
(I grew up in “Little B”),  

innovative marketing and personal 
“service” all for a low fixed fee 

  

Call Nigel Adams on:  

01992 878580 

BigBlackHen.com 
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Village Halls. 
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 

01707 875221 
(Facilities for the disabled 

NEWGATE STREET 
01707 874388 + online 

(Facilities for the disabled) 

WILD HILL 01707 642632 
BAYFORD 01992 511247 

  
BRICKENDON 01992 511551 

ESSENDON 07442 499601 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

Visit the Hartford Hundred web site at 

 hartfordhundred.org.uk/  

for full details of telephone and Zoom services 

https://www.hartfordhundred.org.uk/
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‘Creating Memorials that stand as  a 
lasting act of remembrance’ 
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