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DIOCESE OF ST. ALBANS 
 

The Bishop of St Albans: The Rt. Revd. Dr. Alan Smith 
The Bishop of Hertford:   The Rt. Revd. Jane Mainwaring 
Archdeacon:                      The Venerable Janet Mackenzie  
Rural Dean:                        The Revd. Mark Dunstan  
Assistant Rural Dean:       The Revd. Ysmena Pentelow  

 

THE PARISHES OF BAYFORD & BRICKENDON, LITTLE BERKHAMSTED, 
 ESSENDON & WOODHlLL & PONSBOURNE 

RECTOR: Revd. Theresa Musiwacho,  
Hartford Hundred Rectory,  

1 Little Berkhamsted Lane, Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LU.  
Telephone: 01707 875940   email - hartfordhundred@outlook.com 

 

Communion to the sick, Notice of Banns and of Marriage by arrangement with the Minister. See p4. 
Please advise us of any cases of sickness so that prayers may be offered  

or where they may be of any assistance.  

ST ANDREW’S - LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
Sandie Ash, Hall Cottage, 7 Church Road, 
Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LY   01707 875221 
 

PCC SECRETARY 
Ian Bailey, Tower House, Stockings Lane, 
Little Berkhamsted. SG13 8LW 01707 875791 
 

TREASURER  
Christopher Nunn, Trewinnard House, Little 
Berkhamsted, SG13 8LS            07885 464055 
  
  
 
 
ST MARY - BAYFORD and HOLY CROSS 
and ST ALBAN – BRICKENDON 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
  

  

PCC SECRETARY 
 
  

TREASURER  
Mrs. L. Fitzjohn, Home Farm, Bayford Lane, 
Bayford 
 

ORGANIST  
Mrs V Haryott, Wellpond Cottage, Brickendon, 
SG13 8NU                                  01992 511575 
 
 
 
 
 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN - ESSENDON and 
WOODHILL, AL9 6AS 
  

CHURCHWARDENS 

Paul Wombwell, 27 Rectory Close, Essendon, 
AL9 6HG                                     01707 273729 
Colin Rees, 2, Letty Green, Hertford,  
SG14 2NZ.                                 07540 351530. 
colin4444@yahoo.com. 
 

PCC SECRETARY  
Ms C Blackman, 42 High Road, Essendon, 
AL9 6HW                                    07831 341886 
casblackman@yahoo.com 
 
 

TREASURER  
Mr Nick Pickard, Cucumber Hall, Essendon, 
AL9 6JB                                      07779 325847 
     

 
ST MARY - PONSBOURNE  
  

CHURCHWARDEN AND TREASURER  

Phil Ryan 
50, New Park Road, Newgate Street,  
SG13 8RF                                  01707 876151 
phil.ryan47@gmail.com  
 
ORGANIST  
Mr P Minchinton, 14 Byfield, Welwyn Garden 
City, AL8 7AL                              01707 323742 
  
 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR 

Cas Blackman 
editor @parishmagazine.org 

The Parish Magazine is also available online, free of charge.  
Google ‘HHW Parish Magazine’.  

For the HHW web site, Google ‘Hartford Hundred West’. 
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Rector’s Article.                                       Revd. Theresa Musiwacho 

Dear all, 
During the season of harvest, we think of salvation of souls too, which is 
harvest in the kingdom of God.  Jesus came to call many to God by 
preaching forgiveness of sins. As Christ taught, preached and He healed 
all kinds of sicknesses, many were saved. 
In His ministry on earth, as recorded in the gospel of Matthew 9:36,  
Jesus one day gazed on the multitudes, harassed and helpless and saw 
them as sheep without a shepherd. His big heart of compassion went 
out to them. This makes us think how Jesus yearns for the spiritual   
welfare of the lost, the dying and how we need to pray. The huge work 
of spiritual harvest needed to be done, but the labourers were few. The 
problems seem to have persisted to this day. It seems the need is    
greater than the workforce. During this season of Harvest when we hold 
gatherings and celebrations together with the community, it may also 
be an opportunity to display our faith in love. 
The Lord Jesus told the disciples to ask the Lord of the Harvest to send 
out labourers into His Harvest. Notice that the need does not constitute 
a call. The workers should not go until they are sent.  It seems clear that 
we should pray to Him concerning this matter. However, to be sincere 
in that request, believers must be willing to go themselves. In Matthew 
10, Jesus Himself sends out the disciples. He had previously chosen 
them, but now he is calling them to a special mission – the nation of  
Israel. With the call went authority and a specific message too, to har-
vest souls for eternal life: casting out demons and healing all kinds of 
diseases. There is something here to be noticed, hallelujah!, other men 
had performed miracles, but no other man had conferred the power to 
others.  
We look forward to some of our favourite hymns during this season of 
harvest: We Plough the Fields and Scatter, Come Ye Thankful People 
Come and Here am I , send me.                                                                                                                                                                            

The Reverend Theresa Musiwacho 

Prayer Share   
 God, our refuge and strength, bring near the day when 
wars shall cease and poverty and pain shall end, that earth 
may know the peace of   heaven through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.                                                                                     Amen 
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October 2025 Calendar  

Sunday 5th October 
9.30 Parish Communion ,Essendon  
9.30 Family Service Harvest Service ,Ponsbourne  
11.00 Parish Communion ,Brickendon  
 
Sunday 12th October  
9.30 Parish Communion, Bayford  
11.00 Family Service ,Little.Berkhamsted  * Pet Service  
 
Sunday  19th October  
9.30 Family Service ,Essendon * Pet Service 
9.30 Parish Communion Ponsbourne  
11.00 Family Service ,Brickendon  
 
Sunday  26th October 
9.30 Parish Communion, Little Berkhamsted  
11.00 Family Service ,Bayford  
 
Sunday 2nd November  
9.30 Parish Communion, Essendon  
9.30 Family Service, Ponsbourne  
11.00 Parish Communion, Brickendon  
 
Every Wednesday  
9.30 Mid week Holy Communion Service, Essendon  

PARISH REGISTER 

Date                            Name                                           Community 
Baptism  
7th September 2025  Theodore Fredrick Gregory COLLIER      BAYFORD                                

Bible Study  
The Bible study group has started again at 7pm at The Rectory in Little 
Berkhamsted. This year the Nicene Creed has its 1700 anniversary so we will 
be using this as our theme until Christmas. We try to meet every two to three 
weeks. Each study is a separate topic so you just attend what you can manage. 
We are a friendly group trying to make sense of God’s word and everyone is 
welcome.  
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From the editor…. 

The family service at Essendon on 
19th October will be a pet service, 
where each pet will receive a special 
blessing and we celebrate the           
creation of all the animals we share 
the planet with.    
9.30 am for 30 minutes, bring your 
pet to be blessed.  

Do you know of  local activities planned for children or young     
people in this area?We are still keen to have a page listing such 
local activities –please get in touch  with the editor. 

Church  Woodyard:  
 We are open again for deliveries   

Call Colin 07540 351 530 

Animal Family Service 
      St Andrew’s Church 

Little Berkhamsted 
Sunday 12th Oct at 11am 

 
If you don’t have a pet bring a 

soft cuddly toy.  

All  children welcome. 
 

Coffee after the service 
Sandie Ash 01707875221 

churchwarden 

Friends of St. Mary’s Essendon 
The CANDLELIT CHRISTMAS SUPPER 
will be held in the church at 7pm for 

7.30 Saturday 13 December 2025 
 

Tickets £20,including a glass of mulled 
wine, are available but limited. 
Bank payment or cheque to Friend’s of St 
Mary’s Essendon Sort: 60-10-39                
A/c 30401682 Ref Candlelit supper 
To pay in cash:  
contact Sharon Centro 07967 800001 
For specific requests for table plans       
contact Judy Rennie 02036 628212 
Please contact Sharon or Judy for 
dietary requirements. It is not 
always possible to accommodate 
on the night, 



6 

 



7 

Garden Notes  October 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I put together some thoughts towards plans for our Autumn gardening a 
lovely warm gentle rain is falling which we really did need so where do we 
start? 
We will have to be bold and firm as so many flowers and shrubs are still   
looking lovely and it is probably a time for carefully cutting back, particular-
ly removing any damaged branches. Over recent months when visiting   
Garden Centres and other gardens and displays, many of us have probably 
made notes of new plants etc. that we have found interesting and attractive,        
(and where did we put those notes we made?  So try turning out your 
‘gardening pockets’ to find them!) Follow up these suggestions and, more 
importantly, try to find some of these interesting plants, try local Nurseries, 
Garden Centres and friendly neighbours!  
It is time to lift your Dahlias, if you haven’t already done so, carefully shake 
off excess soil and cut back the remaining green top growth, just leaving 
enough for protection. Store them safely in a frost-free, well ventilated place 
and check them regularly! Continue planting Spring-flowering bulbs in beds 
and borders, grassy areas near trees where they will be seen and large pots, 
if you have these available, where they can all enjoy winter sunshine. Tulips 
are best kept in a cool, dry, ventilated place until towards the end of the 
month and be sure to plant them where they can be seen easily in the 
Spring. 
If your lawn is being ‘ripped-up’ in patches by birds, particularly crows or it 
can also be the work of badgers and even foxes, this is often a sign of a big 
leatherjacket invasion. Further advice should be taken to sort this out so 
that the damage does not get worse.  
The days will continue to get shorter but use any sunshine to get outside, 
continue clearing up enjoying the exercise and getting rid safely of             
accumulated rubbish, even if the weather remains very chilly. There may be 
some lovely sunsets to enjoy and keep reading gardening articles, taking 
notes and enjoy reading  your gardening books to keep up to date! 
 
Happy Gardening!  Germander Speedwell 
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Bayford 
St. Mary’s Church 

 
Church Cleaners –  

Gill Finnessey,   
Sally Cunnane  

Meetings.  Please check the web site.   The next meeting is 24th November, 8pm 
in the Memorial Hall. To read the minutes and agendas just Google ‘Bayford 
Parish Council’ and follow the link to ‘Minutes’. 
 Michael Wainwright , Chairman.  01707 875970.     www.begesford.co.uk   

mikewainwright@bayfordparishcouncil.org.uk 
Bell’s Wood 
EHDC are still considering the Certificate of Lawfulness application. Bob     
Deering and BPC have emailed EHDC to ask why a decision has not yet been 

made. 
Friends of The Baker Arms 
The planning application has been submitted by McM and is being considered 
by FOBA There are several points we wish to raise with McM. 

BAYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

Private 1:1 & 2:1 Pilates session                                                                 
Reformer * Tower * Mat                                                                                                                              

All levels welcome — from complete beginners to advanced.   

    Sessions are individually adapted to your level, goals and pace 
drawing on over 10 years of teaching experience.                                                                   

Boutique Private Studio in Bayford.                                                                               

Call/WhatsApp: 07827 440709   Instagram: @SamFletcherPilates 
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  Bayford Primary School 
 We currently have spaces available in our      
nursery classroom for September 2025.  
We can offer: 

15 or 30 hour provision for 3 – 5 year olds 
Qualified and dedicated adults 
A vibrant and stimulating classroom 
Fantastic outdoor area providing adventure and fun 
Small class sizes allowing all needs to be met 

Interested?    Why not contact us to arrange a visit. 
01992 511 259  admin@bayford.herts.sch.uk 

BAYFORD MEMORIAL HALL                                

Newly refurbished  and decorated hall           

New kitchen with all mod cons                            

Disabled  facilities    *      Car park                                                                                                        

Thriving kindergarten Monday to  Friday  

Judo   Wednesday evenings 

Weekends and school holidays  available,    day 

time and  evenings                                                                                            

Further details:     Booking Secretary  Maureen 07970 376 271 
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Cooking ideas by Ruth Newton       

Soft Sticky Gingerbread (Vegan)       Makes about 18 squares. 

As we move into autumn and start thinking about 
comfort food, inspired by a recipe by  Nigella Lawson, 
this is a great recipe for adults and children alike, 
while at the same time meeting different dietary   
requirements and maximizing flavour. You can eat it 
cold as a cake, or my favourite way, warmed up as a 
pudding with cream, custard or ice cream (vegan   
alternatives available).  

Ingredients:                                                                                                                                                                              
150ml vegetable oil or olive oil   Pinch of salt                                                                                                              
200gr golden syrup   1tsp mixed spice                                                                                                  
200gr black treacle   250ml oat milk                                                                                                  
125gr dark brown sugar   300gr plain flour                                                                                                         
75gr soft pitted prunes, finely chopped 1tbls cocoa powder                                                                                        
30gr stem ginger from a jar (about 2 balls of ginger), finely chopped                                                                                          
2tsps ground ginger    1tsp bicarbonate of soda                                                                                  
2tbls warm water   2tsps cider vinegar   
Method: Preheat the oven to 170/150c Fan/Gas 3½. Grease and line a 
20cm/8in by 25cm/10in rectangle tin or 23cm/9in square tin with baking  
paper so that it comes up the sides of the tin. Measure the oil into a jug and 
pour it into a wide saucepan. Using the same jug (unwashed, it helps to re-
lease the sticky syrup), measure out the golden syrup and black treacle and 
add them to the saucepan. Add to the same saucepan the sugar, chopped 
prunes, chopped ginger, spices, and salt. Warm it all together over a low heat 
gently stirring to combine, careful not to let it boil. Once everything is melted          
together, add the oat milk, whisking gently to incorporate. Now add in the 
flour and cocoa powder, in 3 or 4 batches whisking to remove any lumps – I 
find this easier to do with a handheld electric whisk. Dissolve the bicarb in 
small bowl with the warm water, add the vinegar and tip the fizzing mixture 
into the saucepan and combine. Pour the gingerbread mixture into the lined 
tin and bake for 50 to 60 minutes. As it is a very damp cake checking with a 
skewer won’t help, but test it by gently pressing the top with a finger and it 
should bounce back a bit. Leave to cool in the tin on a wire rack. If possible, 
wrap it up and leave for a day before cutting it, but it is not essential.                                 
Don’t be disappointed if it slumps a bit in the centre, it doesn’t affect the        
flavour. It will keep for a week in an airtight tin.                                                         
To serve as a pudding, reheat in a moderate oven for about 15 minutes, or 
until warmed through. You can reheat individual pieces, or the whole thing.                                                                                                                                   
If you are not a fan of prunes you could swap them out for soft medjool dates.   



11 

 



12 

Cucumber Fields 
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Essendon Nature Notes 

When I don’t have the dogs with me to chase the grazing horses, I 
often wander down to an area which constitutes perhaps Essendon’s 
only stretch of wetland, the field which borders the River Lea as it 
flows  under the Letty Green road.  Taking a walk there the other day I 
flushed a snipe who was taking advantage of the banks exposed by the 
low river levels from our dry summer. It took off in a panic, zig-zagging 
away in its distinctive manner.   
 
The snipe is a wader with a disproportionately 
long bill which it uses to probe for insects in the 
mud.  My mother used to say of someone who 
was very thin or picky with their food that they 
‘lived on suction like the snipe’, a reference to 
the bird’s feeding habits on marshy or boggy 
areas but also suggestive of a creature once 
more deeply ingrained in the psyche of country 
folk. The snipe is not a bird you see every day 
and, as we might expect, it has suffered severe 
declines with the loss of much of its favoured habitat and continues 
the trend of a natural world more and more difficult for specialist, 
niche feeders in favour of the generalists.   
 
Nonetheless there are clearly still a few around. Their population is   
bolstered by migrants in winter and they are a joy to see with their 
mottled and striped colouring providing camouflage against the reeds 
and grasses. It has a strange habit of using its stiff tail feathers to make 
a drumming sound in its display flight which sounds like the whinnying 
of a horse. If their numbers can recover a bit of ground then we might 
get to know this bird a little better again and maybe I can start to slip 
my mother’s vernacular into conversation without the risk of being 

stared at in bemusement by those unfamiliar with either the snipe or 
the old saw. 
 
DC 
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Chapel of the Holy Cross & St. Alban 
  
  

 
For enquiries concerning the Chapel, please 
contact Virginia Haryott 01992 511575  

 

 Altar Flowers                   Church Cleaning 
  Janet Burger          3rd October                 Janie Corbisiero                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 Janet Burger         10th October                Janie Corbisiero      
 Diana Abbott        17th October                Virginia Haryott 
 Diana Abbott        24th October                Virginia Haryott                             
In September, there is a new Flower and Cleaning rota for the next 12 months.  Grateful 
thanks go to so many friends who help to keep our church looking so beautiful. New 

members would be very welcome, so please consider helping.  Phone or message 
Virginia on 07770 944854 or email virginia.haryott@gmail.com  

Tennis Courts.  £5 per court per 
hour.  
Bookings  telephone 07734 715002 
or email  ony.roberts@brickendon-
liberty.org.uk 
Pilates Tuesdays 9.15am in Fan-
shaws Room Contact Harriet Bar-
ton, 
07944 500504  or  
pilateswithharriet@hotmail.com  
 
 Brickendon Petanque Boules Club  

We play at The Farmers Boy 
Sunday 10am - 12noon 
Tuesday 5.30pm - 7pm 
Thursday 10am - 12noon 

For further information contact our 
Club Secretary Janet 01992 511515  
 

Parish Council Meetings  
 
Next meeting :22nd November 
Parish Clerk: Laura Brooks-Payne 
Brickendon Liberty Parish Council 
PO BOX 81, Knebworth, SG3 6YZ 
Email clerk@brickendon-
liberty.org.uk 
Mobile 07803 906291 
Minutes: Brickendon website 
www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk  
 
 
Book Club - meets every first Tues-
day of the month at 8pm, contact An-
drea Trendler for venue - 01992 
511588         

Services :    
 5th   October   11.00am Family Communion 
19th October    11.00am  Family Service 
 2nd November 11.00am Family Communion 

Brickendon  

mailto:virginia.haryott@gmail.com
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We are still looking for a Treasurer for    Brickendon/Bayford  
Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

PLEASE consider taking on this role. You do not need to be a PCC member 
or a regular church goer – just  a volunteer for a few hours each month.  
 
Please phone Lorna on 07582 538 996 (lorna.fitzjohn@gmail.com) or  
Virginia Haryott 07770 944854 (virginia.haryott@gmail.com)   

Hartford Hundred Knitting & Crochet Group  
and Knit n Natter 

We have had a busy summer and have made 34 Winnie the 
Pooh comfort toys that have been given to de Havilland School 
to be distributed to the new intake of children starting school 
for the first time this month.  
We are now busy with preparations for Christmas making items 
to decorate the postboxes bus shelters and the Christmas Tree 
festival at Ponsbourne.  
We meet at Farmers Boy every Tuesday 10am-12 noon and    
1st & 3rd Wednesday  at 8pm-10pm.  
 
For details Contact Janet 07795 963531 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

Hertford Symphony Orchestra 2025
–26 Season 

·       Saturday 8th November – Beethoven's Ninth     
                                                               Symphony (Choral) 
·       Sunday 7th December – Christmas Extravaganza 
·       Sunday 1st February – Children's Concerts @BEAM             
     featuring Peter and the Wolf presented by Natalie Cassidy 
·       Saturday 21st March – Spring Concert 
·       Saturday 16th May – Summer Concert 
·       Saturday 4th July – Season Finale 
 
Don't miss these musical highlights throughout the season: 

mailto:lorna.fitzjohn@gmail.com
mailto:virginia.haryott@gmail.com


16 

Master Art Workshops  
All our October Workshops are fully 
booked !!!! 
   
Saturday 15th November at Little Berkhamsted 2 PLACES LEFT                    
People and places in Watercolours - Jake Winkle 
10am - 4pm price £90 lunch included, suitable for all levels 
 
Saturday 22nd November  at Little Berkhamsted 
Finches & Teasels in Watercolours - Nicky Hunter 
10am - 4pm price £85 lunch included, some experience required 
 
We are part of Art in East Herts ! - 
To book visit http://w.masterartworkshops.com or  email 

suewilliams021@aol.com  Follow us on social media to keep up with our news - 

Facebook page is http://www.facebook.com/masterartworkshops                  

instagram page is @masterartworkshops 
Renowned and inspirational artists. Release your inner creativity                                
Beginners Welcome .  

SCOTTISH DANCING 
 IN   HERTFORD  

– 65 YEARS  AND COUNTING!  
Interested in something fun, which 
helps you get fitter and make new 
friends?  
Then come along and try Scottish 
Dancing for yourself. Complete be-
ginners always welcome.  
 
We meet on Tuesday evenings in 
term time at  
Sele Farm Community Centre,  
Hertford, SG14 2LW.  
Visit https://www.rscdsherts.org/
south-east-herts  
or email us on sehscds@hotmail.com  

for more information.  
First session free.  
Look forward to meeting you!  

 
All Sorts Dementia Group  
Wednesdays  
10.30am to 3pm at Essendon 
Village Hall 
Places limited, please contact 
for more information 
01279 970474 
allsortsdg@gmail.com 
www.allsortsdg.co.uk 
If you would like to volunteer 
and become a member of a 
great team please get in touch, 
we would love to hear from 
you.  

mailto:allsortsdg@gmail.com
http://www.allsortsdg.co.uk
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

HCPC Registered Audiologist  

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,  
Hearing Aids & More  

 

25 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1HZ  

01992 877666 hertfordhearing@outlook.com 

Professional carpet, rug 
& upholstery cleaning 

  

Stain & odour removal 
Scotchguards 

Fully insured, Free quotes. 
  

Window, conservatory &  
UPVC cleaning 

  
Tel: 01992 586004 
Mob: 07958 729074  

www.dharriscleaning.co.uk 
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Essendon, Woodhill, 
Wild Hill & Woodside   

St. Mary the Virgin 

Essendon Parish Council 
 The October parish council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 14th October at 

7pm in the Village Hall. The meeting’s agenda will be available at least three 
working days beforehand on the parish council website 
www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk and on noticeboards in the village. Meet-
ing minutes are published shortly after each meeting on the website. Members 
of the public are invited to attend and will have an opportunity to raise any 
comments, questions or concerns relating to the village, they may have, or they 

can contact the Clerk by emailing: clerk@essendonparishcouncil.co.uk  

Essendon WI ladies and 7 guests enjoyed an intriguing talk at the meeting in 
September. Mandy Nevel described her long held desire throughout infancy, 
youth and into adulthood  to become a vet. Following university and college she 
worked in farm animal medicine and over the years her interest and awareness 
in food production and, particularly food safety, has greatly increased. An even-
ing of inordinate interest and surprising detail. Everyone went home promising 
at next supermarket to pay special attention to food labels. Thank you Mandy 
for spending time out of your busy life to talk to us and at your request a dona-
tion has been made to a local charity. 
On 15th October Essendon WI will be welcoming Sue Day to their October 
meeting. Sue is a figurative wax, silicone and hair specialist. She has produced 
figures for Madame Tussauds and commissioned portraits for artists and other 
worldwide projects. The talk entitled “Insights into the World of Making Wax-
works” will showcase projects worked on and demonstration items will also be 
included in the presentation. 
Please call Lyn McCash 07971 909540 if you would like to join the WI. You 
would be very welcome to come along as our guest in October. 

   

ESSENDON W.I  October 15th 

 
Flower Rota October 
Diana Sparkes 
Jude Wood 

http://www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@essendonparishcouncil.co.uk
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Essendon Tennis Courts 
Subscriptions  2025 
£50 family, £30 individual,                            
£15 for a junior 
New members welcome. Contact : 
Nicki Whitelaw 07946 300 512 

 

 

Photo Right: Local resident Mandy Nevel 
talked at the September WI meeting  
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Essendon Village Hall 
 

Tel:  07442 499 601 
email: essendonvillagehall@hotmail.com 
  

facebook.com/essendonvillagehall 
essendonvillagehall.wixsite.com/
essendonvillagehall 
 
The village hall is available for use by village 
residents and organisations. It can be hired by residents or non– residents for 
events, parties, weddings and other celebrations. There is a kitchen and  it has 
facilities for the disabled.  
Current regular events at the village hall 
MONDAY  Pilates 7pm-8pm Contact Keti 07718 386195 
WEDNESDAY  AllSorts Dementia Day Group Contact Kelly 07557 145484 
  WI  3rd Wednesday evening 7.45 Contact Lyn 07971 909 40 
THURSDAY Pilates 9.30-10.30  Contact Keti 07718 386195  
 FRIDAY Essendon Connect Coffee and Chat 9.30-11.30 am  
  Contact  Cas 07831 341886 
Also, you can book table tennis  when the hall is not in use  

Essendon Bellringers ring at St 
Mary’s Essendon  
The bellringers ring for  Sunday   services  and  
special occasions .They practise on Tuesday 
evenings 8-9pm. They would like  to welcome 
new   members to learn the  intricate art of 
English  bell ringing.  
Come to listen and maybe join us.  It’s skillful 

and fun!       Contact Colin 07540 351530                          

Bats in the Belfry 
A recent survey confirmed that there is still a bat 
colony living in the bell tower of  St Marys church 
in Essendon. There had been a maternity  colony 
there earlier in the year which has moved on, but 
the survey  spotted soprano pipistrelles, common pipistrelles and a      
single Leisler's bat—but that was outside and probably a visitor.  It is 
thought that the maternal colony will return next year. Meanwhile it is 
down to the  bell ringers to clean the droppings from the bell tower!. 
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Essendon C of E Primary School 
Looking for a Nursery place for 15 or 30 hrs per week?  
Looking for a school place in classes from Reception to Year 6?   Yes-

Then Essendon is the school for you – spaces are available with an immediate 
start.  We can offer small classes, high quality teaching, a broad enriched curriculum, 
and a   fabulous site for learning, play and adventure! Come and see our happy school 
– email admin@essendon.herts.sch.uk  or ring 01707 261209 to arrange a visit.  

  

Historic churches bike n hike. 
This year was quite a different experience for our two indominatable optimists in 
that the weather as we started was really quite chilly.  No T-shirts this year! The 
weather forecast was not brilliant but it was decided to risk the elements, however, 
as a result, showers became threatening as we travelled to share an invitation to 
coffee morning by the congregation of High Cross church.  
Collecting visits first to churches in Hertford and some homemade sustenance 
pleading the need for energy, we braved the hill to Bengeo and thanks to               
electrification, sailed up to take in Bengeo church before heading towards 
Wadesmill where we took a right to include Thundridge church.  
We enjoyed a warm welcome from High Cross staying somewhat longer than we 
had planned and decided to move on to Sacombe from where there are many    
choices to turn for home, the weather just starting to look ominous.  However, the 
rain held off long enough for us to take in superb views as we borrowed a couple of 
benches for a splendid lunch in the churchyard.  As we left, we were stopped by a 
villager who took some time profusely to thank us for visiting as only one other 
person had been there before us.   
A short shower on leaving necessitated finding appropriate tree shelter for a few 
minutes.  Crossing a very busy A602, with very dark clouds looming and deciding to 
shorten the ride, we took a lane which led back to Bengeo and took the Cole Green 
Way to Hertingfordbury church where 6 people were on hand with amazing home-
made cakes - again, there came a sudden need for energy - the apple cake was from 
heaven and we had a chat to the chefs and churchwarden who knew us from bell-
ringing.  
Seeing a gap in the weather, we decided to make haste to Letty Green but sadly, the 
timing was not good and we found ourselves in the middle of a torrential thunder-
storm.  We arrived back with water dripping into the shoes from down the legs as 
well as other ingresses better imagined.  The summary would be 'absolutely 
drowned head to toe'.  
As a result we achieved around 30 miles only, but we are 
still very grateful indeed to all those kind enough to   
sponsor us both yet again. We will have earned another 
green certificate for in-excess of £1000 raised, half of 
which comes back to St Mary's. Thank you all so much.  
Colin & Paula  

mailto:admin@essendon.herts.sch.uk
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advertisement. 

  

AMV CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
  
  

Traditional Chimney Sweep 
with brushes, 

 fireplace sealed and advance 
vacuum technology 

Used 
  
  

 Inglenooks, Wood burning 
stoves, 

 Aga/solid fuel stoves. 
Gas fires, cowls fitted, smoke testing, 

certificates issued.  
Tel:07815 502798. 

  

email 
amvchimneysweeps@googlemail.com 

  

web www.amvchimneysweeps.co.uk 
  
  

Certified member of the Institute of Chimney 
Sweeps 

Evergreen Landscapes 
All aspects of Garden Construction 

undertaken.  
Approved Patio and Driveway 

Contractors 
  

Walling, Pathways, Turf and Lawn 
Installers, Fencing, Natural Stone 

and Porcelain Specialists 
Grounds Maintenance Contractors 

for Private or Commercial Properties 
  

Office 01707655511 
Mobile call Ron on 07747841103 

Email:- 
sales@evergreenlandscapes.co.uk 

 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
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JAMES ROBINSON 
  

  Plant hire 
  Groundworks 

  Paving 
  Driveways 

  Landscaping 
  Septic tank installation 

  Site clearance and preparation 
  Demolition 

  

Please call to discuss your needs 
  

07860 445203 
  

admin@j-robinson.co.uk 
www.j-robinson.co.uk 
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 BigBlackHen.com 

  

 The beautifully simple way  
      to sell your home. 

  

Thinking of selling your home? 
  

I offer local expertise  
(I grew up in “Little B”),  

innovative marketing and personal 
“service” all for a low fixed fee 

  

Call Nigel Adams on:  

01992 878580 
 

BigBlackHen.com 

If you need a wasp nest removed 
or are experiencing issues with 
rodents, moths, cockroaches, 
pigeons or any other pests you can 
contact us on the number below. 
  

We are recruiting for new 
technicians to join our team. Call us 
or send us your CV if you are 
interested! 
  

0208 889 1036 
info@diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 
www.diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 

Diamond Pest Control 
have a solution to any 
pest problems you may 
be encountering. 

Diamond Pest Control  
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St Andrews        The Church is open every day. 

Church Cleaning                                          
11th October Margery Bailey 
25th October  Jeff and Louise Robinson  

Wellbeing Class  
Mondays  at 10am. 
Learn how to keep yourself 
healthy and well. 
For more details, call Beverly 
on 07989 181 847    
Everyone  welcome. 

Baby Group 
Every Tuesday Drop in…. 
The group meets in the morn-
ing and after lunch.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Please feel free to use the toys 
and make yourself a coffee. 
The Church is open, and you 
are welcome to use the space 
for children anytime.To join 
the Baby Group    Contact 
  Sandie 01707 875 221 

HOME FARM DOG TRAINING 
Kennel Club Listed 

  
Professional, friendly, reward-based 
training for Pups and Adult Dogs 

  
All ages.  All non-banned breeds. 

1-2-1 Training. Behaviour Problems. 
Kennel Club Good Citizen Awards. 

  
Classes at 

Little Berkhamsted Recreation Field 
and 

South Mimms Village Hall 
For information see our website 

www.dogtrainingherts.co.uk 
or call: 07527 689516 

  
Fully insured. References available 

Needles & 

Pins 

Alterations & Upcycling                              

Experienced needleworker 

Contact Dee for a quote      

needlesandpins.dee@gmail.com 

07581 699597 

Weddings, Baptisms and other   
matters.   
Registration is held on the 1st and 
3rd Saturdays of each month   10.00 
to 11.30 at    Little  Berkhamsted 

Little Berkhamsted,  
Howe Green & 
Epping Green 

http://www.dogtrainingherts.co.uk
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The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 19th          
November 2025 at 7.30pm in the village hall.  The agenda is published 

on the website and village noticeboard the week before the meeting 
and residents are welcome to send questions and comments to the 

clerk beforehand, clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk or attend the     
meeting and ask in person. 

News from Little Berkhamsted Parish Council 

FIRST AID COURSES 
 

We are pleased to share that we are offering a subsidised training 
course for First Aid for those in the local villages. Giving you the 

opportunity to learn life saving skills.  
 

Taking place on Saturday 25th October from 9:30am till 3:30pm. 
 
Contact clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk for more information or 
to book your place. £30 per person.  
Taking place at the Little Berkhamsted Village Hall.   

 
NEW WEBISTE 

 
Our new village website is now live.  
Visit www.littleberkhamsted.org.uk to see the latest updates and 
upcoming events in your village.  
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Little Berkhamsted  
Community Facilities for Hire 

The Village Hall has recently been insulated and redecorated. It has 
disabled access and toilet, a fully equipped kitchen for any refreshment 
needs, a table tennis table, internet access and projector equipment.  

  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 

The cricket and community pavilion has a fully equipped kitchen, bar 
area, changing rooms and shower facilities.  

Hire Charge                                                                                    
(per hour):              For further  details                                              
LB Resident:£12                        contact: Sandie Ash    
Non residents £17               01707 875221 

                                                          
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

CHURCH  ROAD,  
LITTLE  BERKHAMSTED 
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ARTS IN EAST HERTS 
 

This September and October, residents across East Herts can look 
forward to a packed programme of arts and cultural events as Arts 
in East Herts makes its return for 2025  
 
So far, there are over 170 events planned, with more being added to 
the programme all the time. With £40,000 in grant funding awarded 
to local creative organisations by East Herts Council, this year’s pro-
gramme offers a rich and diverse mix of activities  
 
Activities and events are being added to the programme all the time 
so keep up to date at: https://yourvoice.eastherts.gov.uk/arts-in
-east-herts  

 
 

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR VILLAGE? 
 
Why not come to our next Parish Council meeting on the 10th Sep-
tember? It’s a great way to meet our councillors and to hear the up-
dates and developments on what is happening in our village. 
 
We are also looking to recruit two more councillors. If you would 
like to find out more, please email clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk  
for more information and how to apply.  
 
 

HATFIELD HOUSE MUSIC FESTIVAL  
 

Hatfield House are hosting their 14th Hatfield House Music Festival 
on the 9—12 October 2025.  To find out more, please visit 
www.hatfieldhousemusicfestival.org.uk  

 
 

https://yourvoice.eastherts.gov.uk/arts-in-east-herts
https://yourvoice.eastherts.gov.uk/arts-in-east-herts
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Qualified for over 25 years 

PHYSIOTHERAPY TREATMENT  
AT YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE 

for musculoskeletal & mobility problems related to sport, work, DIY,   
gardening, medical conditions, operations, accidents & falls, or merely 

the ravages of time! 

Phone Ian at achievephysio on 07702 871780 
Email: info@achievephysio.co.uk Web: www.achievephysio.co.uk 

Made by Miss C— 
Homemade ready meals for  
Seniors 
Made from locally sourced fresh in-
gredients. Meals can be frozen. Be-
spoke meals, allergens, dietary pref-
erences, portion sizes can all be ac-
commodated. One dish meals £7.50 
each.  Contact Claire 07807 970614 

Bespoke  Home Care 
Providing reliable and compassionate 
personal care, Jacqueline, with 20 
years’ experience in social care ,      
provides personalised care for the 
elderly or individuals with learning                    
disabilities– for independence and 
quality of life..Fully insured and DBS 
checked.   Contact Jacqueline 07792 
066181 or Jacquelinepa@mail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile collection date  
Dutch Marketplace           

Monday  20th October 10am-2pm 
 

mailto:info@achievephysio.co.uk
http://www.achievephysio.co.uk
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October Quiz …                                                               Answers on page 38 

1. What is the collective name for a group of pheasants?  
2. What is a scrimshaw? 
3. What do you call a word that is spelt the same forward and              
backwards? 
4. Why are the HQs of Adidas and Puma in the same small town in                  
Germany? 
5. Is the bolt on a crossbow called a quarrel, a tif or a row? 
6. What is the capital of the Cayman Islands? 
7. What is the Uk equivalent of the American Route 66? 
8.  Why is a guinea so– called? 
9.  In IT terms what is the name of a half a byte? 
10. Which island was originally called Van Diemans Land? 
 
Brain teaser October. answer in November  
Another international geography teaser—How many capitals can you 
name that have only 4 letters in their name? ( I found  14) 
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ROY FRITH 
VACUUM CLEANER  

SALES,  
SPARES & REPAIRS 

  

RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 
  

01992 503991 
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

13 TALBOT 
STREET 

HERTFORD  
SG13 7BX 

  

MITCH 
PLASTERING & 
DECORATING 

  
Professional, Reliable,  

Quality  
and  

Clean Service 
  

 Over 20yrs experience,  
Fully Insured 

  
Please Call Chris on 07775 

673423 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an ad-

Herts Computer Services 
 

Call Iain on 07787 157 937  or email:  
iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

 
Home or small business IT sup-

port 
PC health checks & virus removal  
Broadband internet issues 
Data recovery 
Laptop repairs such as screen re-
placement 
PC hardware repairs & installations 
Wireless networking 
Website & internet address setup 
Microsoft server installations & 
small business support 
 
 Microsoft & Comptia Certified 

Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com
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Repairs to Fine Antiques 
And Contemporary Furniture 

French Polishing, Spray Finishing,  
Cabinet Making and Design, Veneering, Boulle Work , 

Leather Lining, Marquetry, Re-upholstering,  
Caning and Rushwork, Carving and Turning,  

Clock Restoration, Clock Servicing,   
Repairs to Metal Artefacts, Quality Fabric Sales. 

All work guaranteed to the  

highest standards, Established 1991. 

David Oakes 
01992 511251 / 07860 954977 

 

Interior    &       Exterior            
- 

J C-KEENAN 
 

DECORATING SERVICES 
 
 
All aspects undertaken:   
Excellent references of                              
Character & workmanship:                      
 
Home 01707 882927  
Mobile 07899 964 436  
 john.keenan2@gmail.com 
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VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 
 
All bookings can now be made through 
the Village website  
 
www.newgatestreet.org/ 
 
Follow the link to Hall Rental and Book 
the Hall . 

What’s On in Newgate Street  
 

Village Coffee morning  
Monday, October 6th 
10.00-12.00 noon at the Crown 
Every first Monday of the month 
 
Table Tennis: Tuesday evenings, 
7.30 - 9.30pm in the Village Hall.  
£1 pay and play 
 

Tennis  - Tuesday mornings, 9.30-
10.30am Village Courts. Term time 
only.  Contact 07710 507 215 
 

Book Swap - Pre read books to buy £1 
or swap 50p, in the Village Hall Post 
Office Tuesday & Thursday mornings. 
 

Village Chat - WhatsApp group for 
people living in the village. To join the 
group contact 07710 507 215 
 

Village Pub Social - 8pm the second 
Friday of every month in either The 
Crown or The Coach & Horses Pub. 
Come along to meet friends and make 
new ones. See Village Chat WhatsApp 
group or Village website for details. 
 

Post Office. 
A small Post Office is open on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings in the village 
hall.  

Newgate Street 
Ponsbourne St. Mary 

  
  
  

  
Church Open  

for quiet contemplation, and 
personal prayer  

every  
Wednesday, 9.30  to 12.30 

Book Exchange. 
 

A BIG “THANK YOU” for the donation  
from  the BOOK EXCHANGE which 
continues to run at the Post Office in 
Newgate Street Village Hall on Tuesday, 
and Thursday mornings .  

http://www.newgatestreet.org/
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Celtic Harmony Camp, Brickendon, SG13 8NY - Autumn Events 
 
Samhain Celebrations - Monday 27 -  Friday 31 Oct 2025 
This October half term, join in the celebrations of Samhain, the Celtic New Year. 
There is a packed programme of hands-on activities for all the family in our 
magical Iron Age village. Daily activities for all ages include crafting a pumpkin 
clay lantern, building woodland shelters, drumming workshops and taking part 
in a Spooky Woodland Quest.   
Enjoy a full day of history, heritage, and Halloween fun for only £15 per per-
son!  Book now at celticharmony.org 
 
Storytelling for Grown-Ups - 'The Grateful and the Dead' - 1 November 
2025, 7pm 
Step into the flickering firelight of the Chieftain Roundhouse for a spellbinding 
evening of myth and magic, as world-renowned storyteller Ben Haggarty lures 
you into the richly metaphorical world of a full-blooded fairytale for grown-ups 
(over 14s). 
£15 per person. Tickets go on sale on Monday 22 September at Celticharmo-
ny.org - Spaces will be limited so early booking is rec-
ommended. 
 
Celtic Harmony Walk-in Weekends - For free!  
The Celtic Harmony Camp is open every weekend free 
of charge!  Enjoy the tranquility and beauty of the 
unique site, enjoy delicious meals, treats and snacks in 
the Woodland Bistro and for £8pp you have the opportunity to try your hand at 
the Woodland Disc Golf course. Dogs are welcome too! 

STOP PRESS - Dates For Your Diaries ! 

 Sunday, October 5th at 9.30am - St. Mary Ponsbourne  
HARVEST FESTIVAL Family Service - All Welcome.  

 

Friday, October 10th - 7 o'clock for 7.30pm in the Village Hall - 
The Newgate Street Annual, Renowned   

    HARVEST SUPPER       
Enjoy The Camaraderie, Fun & Laughter with  

Family, Friends & Neighbours -  
            Delicious Food but bring your own favourite Tipple !   
 

            Tickets from Gill Sutcliffe  - 01707 874388  

or via gillsutcliffe@googlemail.com                             

http://celticharmony.org/
mailto:gillsutcliffe@googlemail.com
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L & M SWAIN 
G ARD E N  MAIN TE N AN CE  

  

ALL TYPES OF GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN  
INCLUDING 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE AND ONE OFF TIDY UPS 
  

HEDGES CUTTING PRUNING 
                                   

TURF LAYING                     PRESSURE WASHING 
  

FENCING                                                                  PATIOS LAID 
  
  
  

TELEPHONE:  01992 511343, 0794 1398 510 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an ad-
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BK Marquee 
Hire 
 

For all your special 
events. 
Free quotations 

and site visit. 

Table and chair. 
Catering, BBQs 
Hog Roast 
Staging and Dance 
Floor. 
 

01707 271054 

Mobile:    0796 0842998  
e-mail:     bkmarqueehire@gmail.com 
Web site: bkmarqueehire.co.uk  
facebook.com/bkmarqueehire. 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

JUST FEET Foot Health. 
  

Nail cutting, Corns, Verrucas, 
Thickened Nails, Split Heels, 

Athlete’s Foot, 
Warts, Hard Skin, Calluses 

  

Mobile Foot Health  
Professional 

  
Deborah McLoughlin, MCFHP 

MAFHP 
Tel: 07973 872967 

  
e-mail: 

d.a.mcloughlin@btopenworld.com 
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C.J.A UPHOLSTERY 
 

• New Designs To Your Own Specification 

•  Made To Measure Furniture 

•  Home Visits - Portfolio Available 

•  Have Your Old Furniture Re-Upholstered 

Northam • 45 North Street 

Nazeing • EN9 2NH 

Guaranteed Quality  
Workmanship 
1000s of Fabrics 

28 Years Experience at  
Omega Furniture 

www.cjaupholstery.co.uk 
T: 01992 893 964   
M: 07904 359 333 

Answers to October  quiz  from page 31 and September  Brain Teaser 

 

Master Locksmiths and Security 
Engineers 

  

G J Locksmiths 
  

9 The Broadway,  
Old Hatfield, AL9 5BG 

  

Tel:   01707 515 510 
  

Mob: 07774 866333  
  

www.gjlocksmithshatfield.co.uk 
martin@g-j-locksmiths.co.uk 

  
Fast reliable service 

FREE surveys to insurance or 
police specification. 

GARDENING 
 Do You:  

NEED a strong pair of hands for those gardening jobs 
NEED your vegetable garden dug. 
NEED your grass/hedges cut 
NEED logs moving/splitting 
NEED terraces or garden furniture pressure washed. 
NEED shed or fences painted. 

 Then I am your man! 
  

Time to suit, 7 days a week. £12 per hour .(£14 if using own machinery)
Minimum 2 hours. Transport required I do  not use mains electrical hedge cutters or 

mowers.               Please ring Paul Curson 01707 875 622,  

1. Bouquet 2. Carving from (usually) whale bones – traditional pastime of sailors on long journeys . Scrimshaw is 

scrollwork, engravings, and carvings done in bone or ivory 3. Palindrome 4. Founded 1919 by the Dessler broth-

ers, Adolf (Adi) and Rudolf – had a quarrel 1948 – cause unknown – and split the company and never spoke to 

each other again – and town divided into Adidas and Puma workers and supporters  in Herzogenalltacch, Germa-

ny. 5. A bolt or quarrel is a dart-like projectile used with crossbows. The name "quarrel" is derived from the 

French word carre , meaning square, referring to their typically square heads. Although their lengths vary, bolts 

are typically shorter and heavier than traditional arrows used by bows . 6. Georgetown 7. The A66 is a major road 

in Northern England, which in part follows the course of the Roman road from Scotch Corner to Penrith. It 

runs115 miles from east of Middlesbrough in North Yorkshire to Workington in Cumbria 8. The gold it was made 

from originally came from Guinea 9. A nibble. 4 bits to a nibble, 8 bits to a byte. 10 Tasmania.  

 Brain  Teaser September:  Countries starting U or V :  1. Ukraine   2.UAE  3. UK  4. USA  5.Uganda  6. Uruguay          

7. Uzbekistan  8. Vanuatu 9. Vatican City  10. Virgin Islands (protectorate) 11. Venezuela  12. Vietnam 
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Hertfordshire Landscapes  
All work guaranteed 
 
All Aspects of Landscaping 
and Paving  
We offer a variety of services 
including: 
New driveway and patio  
 installation  
Driveway and patio restoration  
High pressure cleaning 
Fencing  
Turfing and artificial grass  
Shed base installation  
Sleeper and decorative wall   
 installation 
Public liability insured  
01707 260017 or  07979 
845848 
For more information please 
visit our website  
www.hertfordshirelandscapes.co.uk 

http://www.hertfordshirelandscapes.co.uk
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Village Halls. 
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 

01707 875221 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

NEWGATE STREET 
01707 874388 + online 

(Facilities for the disabled) 

 
WILD HILL 01707 642632 
BAYFORD 07970 376271 
( Facilities for the disabled)  
BRICKENDON 01992 511551 
ESSENDON 07442 499601 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

Visit the Hartford Hundred web site at 

 hartfordhundred.org.uk/  

for full details of telephone and Zoom services 

https://www.hartfordhundred.org.uk/
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I & B ELECTRICAL 
  

Domestic & Commercial 

●  Rewires 
●  Fuse Boxes 
●  Security 
●  Extra Sockets 
●  Lighting Points 
● Smoke Detectors 
● Electric Cookers 
● TV Points 
● Phone Points 
● Ring video doorbells  

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
  

Tel: 01707 262771  
Mobile: 07861 398288 

  

Family run business 
  

info@ib-electrical.co.uk  

 

Tidy & Efficient 



 Editorial and Advertising 
Cas Blackman, 42 High Road, Essendon AL9 6HW   

editor@parishmagazine.org            07831 341 886 
 
Proof readers:  Judy Rennie, Anthony (Tony) Wright,C.Eng.,M.I.C.E. 
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