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DIOCESE OF ST. ALBANS 
 

The Bishop of St Albans:  Vacant 
The Bishop of Hertford:   The Rt. Revd. Jane Mainwaring 
Archdeacon:                      The Venerable Janet Mackenzie  
Rural Dean:                        The Revd. Mark Dunstan  
Assistant Rural Dean:       The Revd. Ysmena Pentelow  

 

THE PARISHES OF BAYFORD & BRICKENDON, LITTLE BERKHAMSTED, 
 ESSENDON & WOODHlLL & PONSBOURNE 

RECTOR: Revd. Theresa Musiwacho,  
Hartford Hundred Rectory,  

1 Little Berkhamsted Lane, Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LU.  
Telephone: 01707 875940   email - hartfordhundred@outlook.com 

 

Communion to the sick, Notice of Banns and of Marriage by arrangement with the Minister. See p26 
Please advise us of any cases of sickness so that prayers may be offered  

or where they may be of any assistance.  

ST ANDREW’S - LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
Sandie Ash, Hall Cottage, 7 Church Road, 
Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LY   01707 875221 
 

PCC SECRETARY 
Ian Bailey, Tower House, Stockings Lane, 
Little Berkhamsted. SG13 8LW 01707 875791 
 

TREASURER  
Christopher Nunn, Trewinnard House, Little 
Berkhamsted, SG13 8LS            07885 464055 
  
  
 
 
ST MARY - BAYFORD and HOLY CROSS 
and ST ALBAN – BRICKENDON 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
  

  

PCC SECRETARY 
 
  

TREASURER  
Mrs. L. Fitzjohn, Home Farm, Bayford Lane, 
Bayford 
 

ORGANIST  
Mrs V Haryott, Wellpond Cottage, Brickendon, 
SG13 8NU                                  01992 511575 
 
 
 
 
 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN - ESSENDON and 
WOODHILL, AL9 6AS 
  

CHURCHWARDENS 

Paul Wombwell, 27 Rectory Close, Essendon, 
AL9 6HG                                     01707 273729 
Colin Rees, 2, Letty Green, Hertford,  
SG14 2NZ.                                 07540 351530. 
colin4444@yahoo.com. 
 

PCC SECRETARY  
C Blackman, 42 High Road, Essendon,        
AL9 6HW                                    07831 341886 
casblackman@yahoo.com 
 
 

TREASURER  
Nick Pickard, Cucumber Hall, Essendon,      
AL9 6JB                                      07779 325847 
     

 
ST MARY - PONSBOURNE  
  

CHURCHWARDEN AND TREASURER  

Phil Ryan 
50, New Park Road, Newgate Street,  
SG13 8RF                                  01707 876151 
phil.ryan47@gmail.com  
 
ORGANIST  
P Minchinton, 14 Byfield, Welwyn Garden City, 

AL8 7AL                              01707 323742 
  

 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR 

Cas Blackman 
editor@parishmagazine.org 

The Parish Magazine is also available online, free of charge.  
Google ‘HHW Parish Magazine’.  

For the HHW web site, Google ‘Hartford Hundred West’. 



3 

Rector’s Article.                                       Revd. Theresa Musiwacho 

Dear all, 
As we begin the new year 2026, we look back with gratitude and look forward with 
expectation. Throughout 2025 we have witnessed God’s faithful presence in ministry 
and in the community. The three community Schools (Essendon , Ponsbourne and Bay-
ford) each held well attended Festival Services in their respective area Churches.      
Furthermore, amongst other good things, the Church held some special occasional   
services, to mention but a few recent ones - the baptism services of Artie and Alfie 
(twins) at Ponsbourne, Nora and Hallie at Brickendon, the wedding of Chloe and Jamie 
at      Essendon, some community events held at Essendon and Little Berkhamsted 
Churches. The highlight of all - the Group Remembrance Service at Bayford Church and 
the nine lessons and Carols held in December. As a community we also shared sad mo-
ments – the passing on of some of our dear friends. However, though the year held its 
challenges, it revealed countless moments of grace and quiet transformation. The God 
who has led us thus far is the same God who goes ahead of us. Therefore, we step into 
2026 with confidence—not in our own strength, but in His unfailing guidance. 
In Scripture we find a model of how God’s people prepared themselves for new seasons, 
new journeys, and new challenges. When Ezra was preparing to lead the people of Israel 
back to Jerusalem, he recognised that the task was beyond human ability alone. Before 
they began their journey, Ezra called the people to humble themselves before the Lord, 
to pray and fast, seeking God’s protection and direction for every step ahead. He        
declared that the Lord’s hand would be upon all who sought Him earnestly. In the same 
spirit, we, as a Church, also pause at the start of this year—seeking God’s wisdom,    
asking for His covering, and committing our plans to Him (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
We also recall how God led His people through the wilderness with unmistakable     
clarity: a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. These signs were not merely 
dramatic displays; they were assurances that God Himself was going before them,    
leading every step, providing direction, and offering comfort. They never had to guess 
where to go next—the presence of God made their path clear. As we enter 2026, we 
pray for this same unmistakable guidance. We ask the Lord to lead us in such a way that 
we can recognise His movement, trust His timing, and follow His direction without fear 
or hesitation. 
As we continue to focus on spiritual renewal, practical service, and compassionate    
outreach. We desire to be a community that reflects Christ’s love. Therefore, we commit 
the entirety of 2026 into His hands - every ministry, every decision, every opportunity, 
and every challenge. 
Let this year be marked by prayerful dependency, humble obedience, and bold faith. 
May God stir within us a fresh desire to seek Him, to listen to His voice, and to walk in 
step with His Spirit. As we move forward, may we do so with the assurance that the 
same God who guided Israel through desert and exile, the same God who empowered 
the early church, is the same God who leads us today. 
With hope, trust, and unwavering faith, we dedicate 2026 to the Lord. May His light go 
before us, His presence surround us, and His purpose be fulfilled in us. Amen. 

Prayer Share     Almighty God, we ask for your divine protection, guidance and bless-
ing for the new year, that we align ourselves with your divine will for the year. We 
pray through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen     
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January   2026 Calendar  

Sunday 4th January   Epiphany 
09,30  Parish Communion   Essendon 
09,30  Family Service   Ponsbourne 
11.00 Parish Communion ,   Brickendon  
Sunday 11th January    Second Sunday of Epiphany 
09.30   Parish Communion  Bayford 
11.00   Family Service    Little Berkhamsted 
Sunday 18th January   Third Sunday of Epiphany 
09.30  Family Service   Essendon    
09.30 Parish Communion   Ponsbourne 
11.00 Family Service   Brickendon  
Sunday 25th January    Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
09.30 Parish Communion  Little Berkhamsted 
11.00 Family Service   Bayford 
Sunday 1st February 
09,30  Parish Communion   Essendon 
09,30  Family Service   Ponsbourne 
11.00 Parish Communion,   Brickendon  
Sunday 8th February 
09,30  Parish Communion   Bayford   
11.00 Family Service   Little Berkhamsted  
  
Wednesdays 9.30 : Mid week Holy Communion Service, Essendon   

PARISH REGISTER 
 Date                            Name                               Community 
Baptism                                                                                                                                   

23rd November      Nora and Hallie CHAPMAN     Brickendon 

30th November               Alfie and Artie WOODALL       Ponsbourne             

Interment of Ashes                                                                                                     

Date                                      Name         Community                

10th December                  Vivien DOWTON                      Bayford           

Bible Study  The Bible study group has started again at 7pm at The Rectory in Lit-
tle Berkhamsted. This year the Nicene Creed has its 1700 anniversary so we will be 
using this as our theme until Christmas. We try to meet every two to three weeks. Each 
study is a separate topic so you just attend what you can manage. We are a friendly 
group trying to make sense of God’s word and everyone is welcome.  
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Group Woodyard 
We are well stocked with top quality logs. 
Order your logs now for the winter. 
Call Colin on 07540 351 530 

Judy Rennie  As I noted recently, Judy has moved away from the 
village and consequently retired as proof reader for the  magazine. 
Mike Wainwright, the previous editor who worked with her for 
many years writes: 
“Judy was a proof reader from 2019 until I retired as editor. 
During this time I never failed to be impressed with her accuracy 
and assiduousness. Nothing got passed Judy. I greatly missed our 
monthly meetings and wish her every happiness in her new home” 

Price change  - As we are facing increasing costs  in             
producing the  magazine it is with regret that we must raise 
the cover price. From January  2026  the cover price per   
issue will be 90p or £9 for an annual  subscription.             
This is still less than £1 per issue. 

 

From the Editor _ 
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Garden Notes  January  

The last couple of months in our gardens 
weatherise have been unusual, particularly 
the lack of rain but possibly by the time you 
read this things will have changed!  
The autumn colours were amazing and   
benefitted from the lack of rain but nature 
will, I am sure, rebalance things! January can be a month of gale-
force winds but having to write this early for Christmas printing 
may make these comments rather out of date!  
Keep a regular eye on the weather forecasts and plan                 
accordingly.  

One thing we can all do is to make 
sure our birds have regular food and 
water and keep an eye open for         
unusual visitors!  
Check any recently planted trees and 
shrubs, and if it has been frosty make 

sure they are firm. Should we have any amount of snow carefully 
brush off as much as you can from these before the weight of it 
breaks young branches.  
If weather conditions are kind prune wisteria and other            
vigorous climbers and do clear away any of your clippings.  
This is also a good time to force rhubarb with protection. 
Try taking hardwood cuttings of trees and shrubs - sometimes 
this works and sometimes it doesn’t but do enjoy any successes!  
Try warming up some soil with cloches for early seed-sowing 
outdoors and remember to book in and send the lawnmower for 
servicing!                   
And don’t forget to browse your  
new seed catalogues. 
 
Happy New Year Gardening!   
Germander Speedwell!  
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Bayford 
 

St. Mary’s Church 

Church Cleaners – January 
Christina Parker,  
Elaine Thorne    

Meetings and agenda:  Please check the web site.  The next meeting is 19th 
January at 8pm in the Memorial Hall. To read the minutes and agendas just 

Google ‘Bayford Parish Council’ and follow the link to ‘Minutes’. 
 Michael Wainwright , Chairman.  01707 875970.     www.begesford.co.uk   
mikewainwright@bayfordparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

Bell’s Wood 

Still no update from EHDC re the Certificate of Lawfulness application and no 
sight of their legal advice, both promised in November. On 15th December I   
attended the Council meeting of EHDC to ask a question hoping this would 
move things along. 

 
Terry Hayne 

We are deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Terry Hayne, who did so 
much for the village, particularly the PCC. Our thoughts are with Di at this time. 
He was a member of the PCC for many years and always extremely friendly and 
helpful. 
 
Neville Hudson. 
An extremely enjoyable party was held in the Memorial Hall on the evening of 
the 6th December, to say goodbye to Neville. Neville started and organised the 
Gardens Open for many years, which raised large amounts of money for the 

Parish. His Christmas parties, to which many villagers were invited, were      
legendary. We wish him the very best for his new life in Chichester. Many 
thanks to all who organised the evening and who brought food and drink. 

 
Friends of The Baker Arms. 
No change. The planning application has been submitted by McM and is being 
considered by FOBA. EHDC have made several (adverse) comments and FOBA 
have raise a number of important problems. It looks like another application 
will have to be made. 

BAYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
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  Bayford Primary School 
  

We currently have spaces available in 
our   nursery class and can offer: 
 

15 or 30 hours provision for 3 – 5 year olds 
Qualified and dedicated adults 
A vibrant and stimulating classroom 
Fantastic outdoor area providing adventure and fun 
Small classes allowing all needs to be met 
Wrap around care available 

 
Interested?                                                                                     

Why not contact us to arrange a visit. 
01992 511 259                                                                           

admin@bayford.herts.sch.uk 

BAYFORD MEMORIAL HALL                                Newly refurbished  and 

decorated hall           New kitchen with all mod cons                            

Disabled  facilities    *      Car park                                                                                                        

Thriving kindergarten Monday to  Friday  

Judo   Wednesday evenings 

Weekends and school holidays  available,    day time and  evenings                                                                                            

Further details:     Booking Secretary  Maureen 07970 376 271 



10 

BAYFORD MEMORIAL HALL                                                                                       

The Hall has been totally refurbished 

Newly decorated hall                                                 

New bright lighting                                                     

Brand new kitchen with all mod cons Fresh 

modern curtains 

Disabled facilities                   

Car park                                                                     

Thriving kindergarten Monday— Friday  

Judo   Wednesday evenings 

Weekends and school holiday's  available ,  day time and evenings 

Further details booking secretary Maureen 07970376271 

 

 

                                                                             
Private 1:1 & 2:1 Pilates session                                                                 

Reformer * Tower * Mat                                                                                                                              
All levels welcome — from complete beginners to advanced.       

Sessions are individually adapted to your level, goals and pace 
drawing on over 10 years of teaching experience.                                                                   

Boutique Private Studio in Bayford.                                                                                                         

Call/WhatsApp: 07827 440709                                                                
Instagram: @SamFletcherPilates 
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Cucumber Fields 
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Essendon Nature Notes 

It was one of those morning walks when you think you have 
called it wrong.  Should have brought a raincoat.  Should have 
brought an extra layer.  But the shower soon passed.  After weeks 
of rain, finally the blue sky and white clouds resumed their promi-
nence and the sun, low and bright, burnished and warmed every-
thing with silver-soldered winter light. 
 
As the dogs ran on ahead of me on the muddy footpath from      
Essendon Hill along the River Lea, 
their coats turned slowly from 
white to coffee-ground brown.  A 
flock of twittering finches, about 
twenty or so, struck up a chorus 
from the barren trees above.  
 These were linnets, their          
twinkling chatter enlivening the 
quiet stillness.  They were in their 
winter plumage, a rather drab 
striped brown affair, but they are lovely birds and stalwarts of the 
country scene. 
Eventually they all took flight together, chinking together like 

loose change.  When they are back in 
the spring, it will be all different 
with the breeding male in his osten-
tatious tailoring, a crimson breast 
and  forehead and the female, still 
streaked and beige but more crisp 
and distinct than this season’s    
sombre dress.   

However, it is the song of the male that I look forward to through 
these shorter days, its melodic trilling and whistling notes like a 
bubbling brook. It will be worth the wait. Until then I will dig in 
for the winter, watching and listening for the more subdued sights 
and sounds of this turning year.   
DC 
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For enquiries concerning the Chapel, please 
contact Virginia Haryott 01992 511575  

 
 Altar Flowers                   Church Cleaning 
 Virginia Haryott         1st January               Janie Corbisiero 
 Virginia Haryott         8th January               
 Maureen Reid          15th January              Amanda Davey  
 Maureen Reid          22nd January  
Grateful thanks go to so many friends who help to keep our church looking so beautiful. 

New members would be very welcome, so please consider helping.  Phone or message 
Virginia on 07770 944854 or email virginia.haryott@gmail.com  

Tennis Courts.   
£5 per court per hour.  
Bookings  telephone 07734 715002 
or email  tony.roberts@brickendon-
liberty.org.uk 
 
Pilates Tuesdays 9.15 am in         
Fanshaws Room Contact  
Harriet Barton, 07944 500504  or  
pilateswithharriet@hotmail.com  
 
 Brickendon Petanque Boules Club  

We play at The Farmers Boy 
Sunday 10am - 12noon 
Tuesday 5.30pm - 7pm 
Thursday 10am - 12noon 

For further information contact our 
Club Secretary Janet 01992 511515  

Parish Council Meetings  
 
Next meeting :29th January 2026 
Parish Clerk: Laura Brooks-Payne 
Brickendon Liberty Parish Council 
PO BOX 81, Knebworth, SG3 6YZ 
Email clerk@brickendon-
liberty.org.uk 
Mobile 07803 906291 
Minutes: Brickendon website 
www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk  
 
Book Club - meets every first     
Tuesday of the month at 8pm,       
contact  
Andrea Trendler for venue - 
01992 511588         

Services   2026 
 4th  January     11.00am Family Communion Service 
18th January   11.00am Family Service 
 1st   February  11.00am Family Communion Service 

          Brickendon  
  Chapel of Holy Cross 

   & St. Alban 

mailto:virginia.haryott@gmail.com
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Hartford Hundred Knitting & Crochet 
Group  and Knit n Natter 

Thankyou  to the group for making the          
decorations gracing our postboxes and  
the knitted chains for the Christmas trees. 
We meet at Farmers Boy every  
Tuesday 10am-12 noon and  
1st & 3rd Wednesday  at 8pm-10pm. 
For details  contact Janet 07795 963531 

Rowan McKellar 
Personal Training and Online Coaching 

Want to train like an Olympian , improve your 
training capacity with expert guidance?                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Want to move more but unsure where to 

start?                                                                                                  
I can help!                                                                                                                                                                     

Rowan McKellar, two- time Olympian,  
Olympic Bronze medallist                                                                            
Level 3 personal trainer  

               Resident in Little Berkhamsted   

I offer online training from expertise—from strength and        
conditioning  training to circuits in your garden .  
My mission is to get people in the  community up and moving!       

Contact rowan@rowanmckellarfitness.com 

Master Art Workshops  
Happy new year . Our workshops start later in 
the year. Keep an eye on the website for dates. . 
Join us for a hands-on experience in creating art 
using many different mediums. Learn from our 
master    artists and create your own masterpiece 
to take home with you. We cater for all levels.  
For dates and to book  visit http://w.masterartworkshops.com or  
email suewilliams021@aol.com   
Follow us on social media to keep up with our news -  
Facebook page is  www.facebook.com/masterartworkshops                                                                    
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Cooking Ideas by Ruth Newton 

Ingredients:                                                                                                                                                       
2 x salmon fillets                                                                                                                                                            
Juice of half a lemon                                                                                                                                                                 
1 tablespoon of mild curry powder                                                                                                                                              

1 teaspoon of demerara sugar                                                                                                                                                      

After the excess of Christmas, it can be nice to 
have something a bit lighter and refreshing. 

This is a quick, tasty supper that you can serve 
with rice and a salad, or you can substitute the 
salmon for chicken if you are not a fan of salm-
on. The salmon can be marinaded for a couple 

of hours before cooking, but half an hour will 
be fine if you are short on time. The recipe 
serves two, but is easily doubled for more   
servings. 

Salmon Shimla 

Method:                                                                                                                                                   
For the marinade, combine the juice of half a lemon, curry powder, demerara 
sugar and salt in a bowl or shallow dish. Using a sharp knife, run the blade 
along the bottom of the salmon to remove the skin, and discard.  Place the 
salmon into marinade and pop it in the fridge for at least half hour, or up to 
two hours. Heat the oven to 180c/gas mark 4. Remove the salmon from the 
marinade, reserving any that is left over in the bottom of the dish, and place 
the salmon in a clean dish. Bake in the oven for 15 to 20 minutes, until cooked 

through. If you are using chicken thighs or fillets, the cooking time will be a 
bit longer. Meanwhile, scrape any leftover marinade into a small saucepan 
and add 2 teaspoons of mango chutney, stirring to combine. Heat through 
until bubbling, and keep warm while the salmon cooks. Plate up the salmon 

and serve with any vegetables, salad, rice or potatoes, spooning the warmed 
sauce over the salmon. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

HCPC Registered Audiologist  

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,  
Hearing Aids & More  

 

25 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1HZ  

01992 877666 hertfordhearing@outlook.com 

Professional carpet, rug 
& upholstery cleaning 

  

Stain & odour removal 
Scotchguards 

Fully insured, Free quotes. 
  

Window, conservatory &  
UPVC cleaning 

  
Tel: 01992 586004 
Mob: 07958 729074  

www.dharriscleaning.co.uk 
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Essendon, Woodhill, 
Wild Hill & Woodside   

St. Mary the Virgin 

Christmas tree lights 
A well attended  Christmas Tree Lights Switch-
On took place on 11th December.   A festive 
evening sponsored by Essendon Parish Council.  
It began with the Reverend Theresa blessing 
our tree followed by everyone, young and old 
joining in singing Christmas Carols. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you to Belinda for arranging wonderful Yuletide                  
refreshments and to Alexia for keeping the children entertained with 
her arts and crafts table. 
A great evening enjoyed by all generations. 

Flower Rota   January 
 
3rd   Pam Worsley 
10th & 17th  Jude Wood 
24th &31st  Sara Walduck 

Essendon Tennis Courts     
New members welcome. Contact : 
     Nicki Whitelaw 07946 300 512           nicki.whitelaw@sky.com    
Subscriptions  2025      £50 family,    £30 individual,   £15 for a junior 

:  
                          

Ian Venables, Parish Council 
Chairman with Josh Sell who 
switched on the lights. 
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Essendon Connect in December   
The first of our Christmas events  for villagers was a coffee and 
carols morning—  with festive songs and carols sung by children 
from Essendon School.  Later in the month, but too late to be in-
cluded here, we had a Christmas lunch, funded by the Essendon 
Food Bank,  and a Christmas party. 
Free coffee and cake every Friday 9.30-1130 in the Village Hall. 

Friends of St Marys Essendon— 
Candlelit Christmas Supper  
A superb festive evening—with delicious 
food and entertainment. 
The evening started with carols played  
by our young organist Matthew  and a 
blessing by  Revd. Theresa.  After a        
superb  supper, we were entertained  by 
Emily Slade, who played a selection  of 
her own songs and traditional carols. 
There was audience participation with a 
hilarious version of the 12 Days of    

Christmas and   
poems read by   
Hilary Pickard and Vanessa Spragg.    
The church had been beautifully decorated  
and  helped to set off an enjoyable and     
festive evening.  
Funds raised by the event help to maintain 
our beautiful church. 
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Essendon Village Hall 
 

Tel:  07442 499 601 
email: essendonvillagehall@hotmail.com 
  

facebook.com/essendonvillagehall 
essendonvillagehall.wixsite.com/
essendonvillagehall 
 
The village hall is available for use by village 
residents and organisations. It can be hired by residents or non– residents for 
events, parties, weddings and other celebrations. There is a kitchen and  it has 
facilities for the disabled.  
Current regular events at the village hall 
MONDAY  Pilates 7pm-8pm Contact Keti 07718 386 195 
WEDNESDAY  AllSorts Dementia Day Group Contact Kelly 07557 145 484 
  WI  3rd Wednesday evening 7.45 Contact Lyn 07971 909  540 
THURSDAY Pilates 9.30-10.30  Contact Keti 07718 386 195  
 FRIDAY Essendon Connect Coffee and Chat 9.30-11.30 am  
  Contact  Cas 07831 341 886 

Essendon Churchyard Clearance  
A  massive thank you to all those who helped clear 
up the churchyard for the annual autumn tidy. The 
turnout was amazing especially considering the   
awful weather. 
Once again this year, Stuart Craig kindly supported 
us with his tractor and trailer. He was so efficient in 
uploading the leaves that bags were soon empty and 
back in use. 
Finally, the last of the leaves were cleared and the 
event ended with a range of refreshments which were much     
enjoyed . 
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Peter Smith– 
11th November 1942—10th November 2025 
 
We are deeply saddened to hear of the death  of 
Peter Smith who was a regular  visitor at          
Essendon Connect  coffee  mornings and other 
village events. He had many friends in the village 
and will be sadly missed. His ashes will be       
interred at St Mary the Virgin, Essendon. 

ESSENDON WI                         Christmas Lunch   
Christmas celebrations started early in December 
for Essendon WI when a fourteen strong group    
descended on Brookmans Park at Cock of the North 
pub/restaurant for a festive lunch. Everyone in good         
humour and fine spirits eating delicious food and      
enjoying a chance to sit and chat in relaxed            
surroundings.  
 The WI Christmas party  later in December        
welcomed Lisa Garrity who played saxaphone       
interspersed with amusing travel tales. 
 The  January meeting on Wednesday 21st  looks 
forward  to welcoming singer, performer and       
published writer Zoe   Jasko to their  meeting.  Zoe 

will be presenting her talk on The Life of Joyce Grenfell. 
Please call Lyn McCash 07971 909540 if you are considering joining the 
Women’s Institute in Essendon. We have an extremely varied speaker 
programme fixed for 2026 . 

Essendon Parish Council 
The first Essendon Parish Council meeting of the new year is scheduled 
for Tuesday 13th January at 7pm, in the Village Hall. All local residents 
are welcome to attend. The meeting’s agenda will be available on the 
parish council website at www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk and on 
the village noticeboard, three working days before the meeting.  
Minutes of all meetings are also available on the website. Please email 
any comments or enquiries to the Clerk (Caroline Chapple) at: 
clerk@essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

http://www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advertisment. 

  

AMV CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
  
  

Traditional Chimney Sweep 
with brushes, 

 fireplace sealed and advance 
vacuum technology 

Used 
  
  

 Inglenooks, Wood burning stoves, 
 Aga/solid fuel stoves. 

Gas fires, cowls fitted, smoke testing, 
certificates issued.  
Tel:07815 502798. 

  

email 
amvchimneysweeps@googlemail.com 

  

web www.amvchimneysweeps.co.uk 
  
  

Certified member of the Institute of Chimney 
Sweeps 

Evergreen Landscapes 
All aspects of Garden Construction 

undertaken.  
Approved Patio and Driveway 

Contractors 
  

Walling, Pathways, Turf and Lawn 
Installers, Fencing, Natural Stone 

and Porcelain Specialists 
Grounds Maintenance Contractors 

for Private or Commercial Properties 
  

Office 01707655511 
Mobile call Ron on 07747841103 

Email:- 
sales@evergreenlandscapes.co.uk 

11 Dellsome Lane, Welham Green 
07733 541354 

E:info@butchersblock.shop 
Www.butchersblock.shop 

Follow us on facebook 
 

Try our  
Home Cooked Ready 

Meals 
Veggie Boxes starting 

from £10 
Rotisserie  Chickens 

All Sorts Dementia Group  
Wednesdays  
10.30am to 3pm at Essen-
don Village Hall 
Places limited, please contact 
for more information 
01279 970474 
allsortsdg@gmail.com 
www.allsortsdg.co.uk 
If you would like to volunteer 
and become a member of a 
great team please get in 
touch, we would love to hear 
from you.  

mailto:allsortsdg@gmail.com
http://www.allsortsdg.co.uk


23 

JAMES ROBINSON 
  

  Plant hire 
  Groundworks 

  Paving 
  Driveways 

  Landscaping 
  Septic tank installation 

  Site clearance and preparation 
  Demolition 

  

Please call to discuss your 
needs 

  

07860 445203 
  

ad- min@j-robinson.co.uk 
www.j-robinson.co.uk 



24 

 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 



26 

 

St Andrews        The Church is open every day. 

Church cleaning  

9/10th January  Trish McKellar 
24th January        Sarah Barrett &
      Sue Wainwright 

Wellbeing Class  
Mondays  at 10am. 
Learn how to keep yourself 
healthy and well. 
For more details, call       
Beverly on 07989 181 847    
Everyone  welcome. 

Baby Group 
Every Tuesday Drop in…. 
The group meets in the morning 
and after lunch.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Please feel free to use the toys 
and make yourself a coffee. The 
Church is open, and you are wel-
come to use the space for children 
anytime.To join the Baby Group    
Contact 
  Sandie 01707 875 221 

Needles & Pins 

Alterations &       

Upcycling                                  

Experienced needleworker 

Contact Dee for a quote      

needlesandpins.dee@gmail.com 

07581 699 597 

Weddings, Baptisms and other   matters.   
Registration is held on the 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays of each month   10.00 to 11.30 
at    Little  Berkhamsted  Church 

Little Berkhamsted,  
Howe Green & 
Epping Green 

BigBlackHen.com 
  

 The beautifully simple way  
      to sell your home. 

  

Thinking of selling your home? 
  

I offer local expertise  
(I grew up in “Little B”),  

innovative marketing and personal 
“service” all for a low fixed fee 

  

Call Nigel Adams on:  

01992 878580 
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News from Little Berkhamsted Parish Council 

For next Parich Council meeting visit the web site.    clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk  
The agenda is published on the website and village noticeboard the week before the 
meeting and residents are welcome to send questions and comments to the clerk be-
forehand, clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk or attend the meeting and ask in person. 

EXPLORE HERTFORDSHIRE 

The council is encouraging residents to explore East Herts.  Explore East 
Herts is a new campaign from the district council to promote rural             
businesses and activities, with a focus on     nature, culture, hospitality and 
activities for residents to discover. Funded through the UK Shared            
Prosperity Fund, Explore East Herts aims to engage residents in their local 
area, offering them something to get involved in across every rural ward in 
the district, from Ardeley to Watton-at-Stone and everywhere in– between.                                                                                                                           
A digital hub featuring suggestions from the campaign has been created to 
spotlight rural areas and what’s on until the end of the campaign in March 
2026. Residents can also follow East Herts Council on social media for       
inspiration on how to get the most out of their exploration of the district - 
there are plenty of unique walks, community-favourite tea rooms and pubs, 
and exciting experiences to be tried out.  
The digital hub can be found at:  
https://exploreeastherts.co.uk/   

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

Want to see the most up to date news, events and notices happening in Little 
Berkhamsted? Or book our fabulous Village Hall or Pavillion? Visit 
www.littleberkhamsted.org.uk for the latest updates, booking of facilities 
and information about our community 
 

NEW YEAR, NEW RESOLUTIONS 
Consider these diverse and meaningful New Year’s resolution ideas 
to inspire personal growth, fun experiences, and healthier habits in 2026.  
1. Read More Books: Set a goal to read a specific number of  books            

throughout the year, such as one book per month. 
2. Learn a New Skill: Choose a skill you’ve always wanted to  learn, like  

playing a musical instrument or coding . 
3. Practice mindfulness: Incorporate daily meditation or mindfulness 

practices to enhance mental well-being. 
4. Volunteer Regularly: Commit to volunteering at a local charity or 

community organization once a month. 

5. Travel to a New Place: plan a trip to a destination you’ve never       
visited, whether it’s local or international.  

https://exploreeastherts.co.uk/%C2%A0
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Little Berkhamsted  
Community Facilities for Hire 

The Village Hall has recently been insulated and redecorated. It has 
disabled access and toilet, a fully equipped kitchen for any refreshment 
needs, a table tennis table, internet access and projector equipment.  

  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

 
The cricket and community pavilion has a fully equipped kitchen, bar 

area, changing rooms and shower facilities.  
Hire Charge                                                                                    
(per hour):              For further  details                                              
LB Resident:£12                        contact: Sandie Ash    
Non residents £17               01707 875221 

KEEP OUR VILLAGE TIDY 
We appreciate the festive period can be chaotic and often increases the 
amount of waste we accumulate over this time.  
Please make sure all discarded boxes and unwanted packaging is broken 
down effectively and placed in the correct waste bins provided.  
Whether it’s bottles and tins, left over food waste or gift packaging, each item 
has a place in the new bins.  
Visit ‘What goes in my bins’ to find out what goes where via the following 
page: www.eastherts.gov.uk/bins-waste-and-recycling/what-goes-my-bins 

 
HERE’S TO A GREAT 2026 
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CHURCH  ROAD,  
LITTLE  BERKHAMSTED 

St. Andrews service and supper, Friday 28th November 
 

26 of us came together in the church for a short service led by Solomon. After-
wards, we sat down to a candlelit, hot supper consisting of cottage pie,         
vegetarian chilli and lentil bake, followed by an array of puddings - lemon tart, 
apple tart, lemon meringue roulade and Pandoro bread and butter pudding.   
As always, it was a very convivial evening, with much conversation and laugh-
ter, enjoyed by all.  With many thanks to all those who helped to make it such 
a successful evening. 

Musical Evening  
On Friday 5th Dec St Andrew’s Church held a mu-

sical evening with Roy , playing the piano , who 

led us in an evening of music and fun. Roy is a   

superb pianist and it was a joy to hear everyone 

join in to sing carols and Christmas songs. From 

Silent night to Frosty the snowman and from 

Away in a manger to Jingle Bell Rock. It was a 

wonderful array of Christmas melodies enjoyed by everyone there.  

The congregation from across our churches included all ages who sang with 

all their hearts. A visit from Santa was much appreciated by the children as 

well. There was mulled wine, mince pies and Christmas biscuits.  

Thanks to Roy for playing so beautifully.                                                                  

Thanks to Sandie for  organising and to all her helpers.                                       

Thanks also to Theresa for welcoming us to church and giving us a blessing at 

the end.    An evening we will remember over this Christmas time. 

St Andrew’s Church News—
Sucessful December Events 
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Qualified for over 25 years 

PHYSIOTHERAPY TREATMENT  
AT YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE 

for musculoskeletal & mobility problems related to sport, work, DIY,   
gardening, medical conditions, operations, accidents & falls, or merely 

the ravages of time! 

Phone Ian at achievephysio on 07702 871780 
Email: info@achievephysio.co.uk Web: www.achievephysio.co.uk 

Bespoke  Home Care 
Providing reliable and compassionate personal care, Jacqueline, 
with 20 years’ experience in social care , provides personalised 
care for the elderly or individuals with learning  disabilities– for 
independence and quality of life. Fully insured and DBS checked.    
 
Contact Jacqueline 07792 066181 or Jacquelinepa@mail.com 

 
 
 
 

The Isabel Hospice mobile collec-
tion dates for the Christmas tree 
recycling service in January 
2026 are scheduled between   
Friday, January 9 and Monday, 
January 12, 2026  Trees must be 
registered in advance                 
Mobile collection date for 
other donations  at the 
Dutch Marketplace           
Monday  January 19th  10am-2pm 

 

mailto:info@achievephysio.co.uk
http://www.achievephysio.co.uk
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January  Quiz …                                 Answers on page 38                             

Brain teaser  -                                      Answers in February issue       

1.Wembly stadium was opened in 1923, but what was its original name?                                                       

2. In what year was the first generation I-phone launched?                                                                           

3. Which two letters in the phonetic alphabet are represented by the names 

of ballroom dances?                                                                                                                                                              

4. Which is the only USA state with a name ending in H?                                                                                  

5.. Which is the only Charles Dickens novel to have a number in the title?                                            

6.Born in 1963, what did Michael Edwards become known as after the Winter 

Olympics of 1988?                                                                                                                      

7. What was the currency of the Netherlands before they adopted the Euro?                                           

8 . Who wrote the novel “Wind in the Willows”?                                                                                                      

9. Which of these beer measures is the largest –Butt, Firkin, Tun?                                                                          

10. What is stored in a Leyden Jar -  Bread, Rain or Electricity ?     

Brain teaser   Can you name the 10 countries whose name includes the   

letters “TAN” in that order  ?                        Answer next month. 
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Diamond Pest Control  
 
Diamond Pest  
Control have a 
solution to any pest 
problems you may be 
encountering. 
If you need a wasp nest removed 
or are experiencing issues with        
rodents, moths,  cockroaches, 
pigeons or any other pests you 
can contact us on the number 
below. 
  

We are recruiting for new   
technicians to join our team. Call 
us or send us your CV if you are 
interested! 0208 889 1036 
info@diamondpestcontrol.co.ukw
ww.diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 

 
ROY FRITH 

VACUUM CLEANER  
SALES,  

SPARES & REPAIRS 
  

RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 
  

01992 503991 
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

13 TALBOT 
STREET 

HERTFORD  
SG13 7BX 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an ad-

Herts Computer Services 
 

Call Iain on 07787 157 937   
or email:  

iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business 
 IT support 

PC health checks & virus removal  
Broadband internet issues 
Data recovery 
Laptop repairs such as screen re-
placement 
PC hardware repairs & installations 
Wireless networking 
Website & internet address setup 
Microsoft server installations & small 
business support 
 Microsoft & Comptia Certified 
Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com
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Repairs to Fine Antiques 
And Contemporary Furniture 

French Polishing, Spray Finishing,  
Cabinet Making and Design, Veneering, Boulle Work , 

Leather Lining, Marquetry, Re-upholstering,  
Caning and Rushwork, Carving and Turning,  

Clock Restoration, Clock Servicing,   
Repairs to Metal Artefacts, Quality Fabric Sales. 

All work guaranteed to the  

highest standards, Established 1991. 

David Oakes 
01992 511251 / 07860 954977 

 

Interior    &       Exterior            
- 

J C-KEENAN 
 

DECORATING SERVICES 
 
 
All aspects undertaken:   
Excellent references of                              
Character & workmanship:                      
 
Home 01707 882927  
Mobile 07899 964 436  
 john.keenan2@gmail.com 
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What’s On in Newgate Street  
Village Coffee morning  Monday, January 5th -10.00-12.00 noon at 
the Crown  Every first Monday of the month 
 
Table Tennis:  Tuesday evenings, 7.30 - 9.30pm in the  
Village Hall.  £1 pay and play 
 
Tennis  - Tuesday mornings, 9.30-10.30am Village Courts.  
Term time only.  Contact 07710 507 215 
 
Book Swap - Pre read books to buy £1 or swap 50p, in the Village Hall 
Post Office Tuesday & Thursday mornings. 
 
Village Chat - WhatsApp group for people living in the village. To join 
the group contact 07710 507 215 
 
Village Pub Social - 8pm the second Friday of every month in either 
The Crown or The Coach & Horses Pub. Come along to meet friends and 
make new ones. See Village Chat WhatsApp group or Village website for 
details. 
 

Post Office. A small Post Office is open on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings in the village hall.  
 
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS : from website  
www.newgatestreet.org/ Follow the link to Hall Rental to  Book  

Church Open  for quiet contemplation, 
and personal prayer  
every  Wednesday, 9.30  to 12.30 

Newgate Street 
Ponsbourne  

St Mary 

  
  

 
  
  

 
  
  

 
  
  

 

http://www.newgatestreet.org/
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Celtic Harmony Camp is thrilled to have received the prestigious                 

Visit England 'Hidden Gem' accolade, a recognition of the exceptional 

standards achieved during this summer's quality assessment. Your 

local 'Hidden Gem' has launched its first-ever Christmas Events       

Latest News from Celtic Harmony Camp 

After a very busy programme of festive events and a jam-
packed Autumn/Winter School Term, Celtic Harmony Camp 
will be temporarily closed for January. During this time the 
team will be doing essential maintenance and conservation 
work and getting everything ready for our reopening in early February 
2026.  
 
We have been pleased to welcome new volunteers to our visitor experi-
ence and conservation teams. If you or someone you know is interested in 
learning new skills, working in a beautiful setting and being part of 
a friendly volunteering team, why not attend a volunteer taster day? 

Essendon Bellringers ring at  
St Mary’s Essendon  
The bellringers ring for  Sunday   services  and  
special occasions . They practise on Tuesday  
evenings 8-9pm.  
They would like  to welcome new members  
to learn the  intricate art of English bell ringing.  
Come to listen and maybe join us.  
 It’s skillful and fun!       

Contact   Colin 07540 351530                          
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L & M 
SWAIN 

G ARD E N  MAIN TE N AN CE  
  

ALL TYPES OF GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN  
INCLUDING 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE AND ONE OFF TIDY UPS 
  

HEDGES CUTTING PRUNING 
                                   

TURF LAYING                     PRESSURE WASHING 
  

FENCING                                                                  PATIOS LAID 
  
  

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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BK Marquee 
Hire 
 

For all your special 
events. 
Free quotations 
and site visit. 

Table and chairs 
Catering, BBQs 
Hog Roast 
Staging and Dance 
Floor. 
 

01707 
271054 

Mobile:    0796 0842998  
e-mail:     bkmarqueehire@gmail.com 
Web site: bkmarqueehire.co.uk  
facebook.com/bkmarqueehire. 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

JUST FEET Foot Health. 
  

Nail cutting, Corns, Verrucas, 
Thickened Nails, Split Heels, 

Athlete’s Foot, 
Warts, Hard Skin, Calluses 

  

Mobile Foot Health  
Professional 

  
Deborah McLoughlin, MCFHP 

MAFHP 
Tel: 07973 872967 

  
e-mail: 

d.a.mcloughlin@btopenworld.com 
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C.J.A UPHOLSTERY 
 

• New Designs To Your Own Specification 

•  Made To Measure Furniture 

•  Home Visits - Portfolio Available 

•  Have Your Old Furniture Re-Upholstered 

Guaranteed Quality  
Workmanship 
1000s of Fabrics 

28 Years Experience at  
Omega Furniture 

www.cjaupholstery.co.uk 
T: 01992 893 964   
M: 07904 359 333 

Answers to December  quiz  from page 31 and November  Brain Teaser 

 

Master Locksmiths and Security 
Engineers 

  

G J Locksmiths 
9 The Broadway,  

Old Hatfield, AL9 5BG 
  

Tel:   01707 515 510 
  

Mob: 07774 866333  
  

www.gjlocksmithshatfield.co.uk 
martin@g-j-locksmiths.co.uk 

Fast reliable service 
FREE surveys to insurance or 

police specification. 

GARDENING                                                                                 
Do You:  

NEED a strong pair of hands for those gardening jobs 
NEED your vegetable garden dug. 
NEED your grass/hedges cut 
NEED logs moving/splitting 
NEED terraces or garden furniture pressure washed. 
NEED shed or fences painted                  Then I am your man! 
Time to suit, 7 days a week. £12 per hour .(£14 if using own machinery)          
Minimum 2 hours            Transport required                                                                     
I do  not use mains electrical hedge cutters or mowers.           

Please ring Paul Curson 01707 875 622,  

January Quiz answers: 1.Empire Stadium 2. 2007 3. F=Foxtrot T = Tango        

4. Utah  5. Tale of two cities  6. Eddie the Eagle 7. Guilder 8. Kenneth Graham    

9. Tun (cask holding 216,  imperial gallons, the Butt holds 108, gallons Firkin 

holds 9gallons) 10. Electricity                                                                                                                

Answer to December brain teaser:  Which famous people have appeared on the back 

of English banknotes since 1970?                                                                                                                  

£1 Sir Issac Newton                                                                                                                                                              

£5 Duke of Wellington; George Stephenson; Elizabeth Fry; Winston Churchill (current)                                                                                                                                               

£10 Florence Nightinggale; Charles Dickens; Charles Darwin; Jane Austen (current)                                                                                                                                             

£20 William Shakespeare; Michael Faraday; Edward Elgar; Asam Smith; Jane Austen 

(current)        £50 Sir Christopher Wren; Boulton &Watt ( current) 
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Roofing Experts in Hertfordshire  
& Surrounding Areas 
Family-Owned & Operated 
 

New Roofs and Repairs *  Flat roofs and Repairs 
Slates,Tiles and Chimneys *All Brickwork and Pointing  

Valleys & All  Leadworks * uPVC Fascias  
 Soffits, Cladding & Guttering* Painting & Decorating 

Dampproofing  
Why Choose Us? 

Experienced Professionals              
Quality Materials  
Customer Satisfaction    
Competitive Pricing    
Free Quotes  
01707 818 090   07551 371 116                                      

www.aspectsroofing.net  

Hertfordshire Landscapes  
All work guaranteed 
All Aspects of Landscaping and Paving  
 
We offer a variety of services including: 
 
 New driveway and patio installation 
 Driveway and patio restoration 
 High pressure cleaning 
 Fencing 
 Turfing and artificial grass  
 Shed base installation  
 Sleeper & decorative wall installation 
 
     Public liability insured . Call us on: 
    01707 260 017 or  07979 845 848 
For more information please visit our  
website www.hertfordshirelandscapes.co.uk 

http://www.aspectsroofing.net
http://www.hertfordshirelandscapes.co.uk
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Village Halls. 
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 

01707 875221 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

NEWGATE STREET 
01707 874388 + online 

(Facilities for the disabled) 

 
WILD HILL 01707 642632 
BAYFORD 07970 376271 
( Facilities for the disabled)  
BRICKENDON 01992 511551 
ESSENDON 07442 499601 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

Visit the Hartford Hundred web site at 

 hartfordhundred.org.uk/  

for full details of telephone and Zoom services 

https://www.hartfordhundred.org.uk/
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I & B ELECTRICAL 
  

Domestic & Commercial 

●  Rewires 
●  Fuse Boxes 
●  Security 
●  Extra Sockets 
●  Lighting Points 
● Smoke Detectors 
● Electric Cookers 
● TV Points 
● Phone Points 
● Ring video doorbells  

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
  

Tel: 01707 262771  
Mobile: 07861 398288 

  

Family run business 
  

info@ib-electrical.co.uk  

 

Tidy & Efficient 
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