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Order your logs for the winter now —   
don’t miss out 
The  Church Woodyard  provides  donations for the 
Church.  It is well stocked with top quality, well-aged logs . 
No expenses are charged against log contributions as these 
are all sponsored .  
Please  give us as much notice as possible  as  deliveries are 
weather dependent.                   Call Colin on 07540 351 530 
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DIOCESE OF ST. ALBANS 
 

The Bishop of St Albans:  Vacant 
The Bishop of Hertford:   The Rt. Revd. Jane Mainwaring 
Archdeacon:                      The Venerable Janet Mackenzie  
Rural Dean:                        The Revd. Mark Dunstan  
Assistant Rural Dean:       The Revd. Ysmena Pentelow  

 

THE PARISHES OF BAYFORD & BRICKENDON, LITTLE BERKHAMSTED, 
 ESSENDON & WOODHlLL & PONSBOURNE 

RECTOR: Revd. Theresa Musiwacho,  
Hartford Hundred Rectory,  

1 Little Berkhamsted Lane, Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LU.  
Telephone: 01707 875940   email - hartfordhundred@outlook.com 

 

Communion to the sick, Notice of Banns and of Marriage by arrangement with the Minister. See p29 
Please advise us of any cases of sickness so that prayers may be offered  

or where they may be of any assistance.  

ST ANDREW’S - LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
Sandie Ash, Hall Cottage, 7 Church Road, 
Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LY   01707 875221 
 

PCC SECRETARY 
Ian Bailey, Tower House, Stockings Lane, 
Little Berkhamsted. SG13 8LW 01707 875791 
 

TREASURER  
Christopher Nunn, Trewinnard House, Little 
Berkhamsted, SG13 8LS            07885 464055 
  
  
 
 
ST MARY - BAYFORD and HOLY CROSS 
and ST ALBAN – BRICKENDON 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
  

  

PCC SECRETARY 
 
  

TREASURER  
Mrs. L. Fitzjohn, Home Farm, Bayford Lane, 
Bayford 
 

ORGANIST  
Mrs V Haryott, Wellpond Cottage, Brickendon, 
SG13 8NU                                  01992 511575 
 
 
 
 
 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN - ESSENDON and 
WOODHILL, AL9 6AS 
  

CHURCHWARDENS 

Paul Wombwell, 27 Rectory Close, Essendon, 
AL9 6HG                                     01707 273729 
Colin Rees  2, Letty Green, Hertford,  
SG14 2NZ.                                 07540 351530. 
colin4444@yahoo.com 
 

PCC SECRETARY  
C Blackman, 42 High Road, Essendon,        
AL9 6HW                                    07831 341886 
casblackman@yahoo.com 
 
 

TREASURER  
Nick Pickard, Cucumber Hall, Essendon,      
AL9 6JB                                      07779 325847 
     

 
ST MARY - PONSBOURNE  
  

CHURCHWARDEN AND TREASURER  

Phil Ryan 
50, New Park Road, Newgate Street,  
SG13 8RF                                  01707 876151 
phil.ryan47@gmail.com  
 
ORGANIST  
P Minchinton, 14 Byfield, Welwyn Garden City, 

AL8 7AL                              01707 323742 
  

 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR 

Cas Blackman 
editor@parishmagazine.org 

The Parish Magazine is also available online, free of charge.  
Google ‘HHW Parish Magazine’.  

For the HHW web site, Google ‘Hartford Hundred West’. 
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Rector’s Article.                                       Revd. Theresa Musiwacho 

Dear all,  
As we walk in 2026 some people may feel as though the world around them 
is a wilderness—unpredictable, shifting, full of both promise and uncertain-
ty. In Scripture, Moses faced a similar landscape as he led the Israelites out of 
Egypt. He did not rely on perfect conditions, advanced plans, or human 
strength alone. Instead, he relied on one decisive reality:;the presence of 
God. That same invitation stands before us today—to walk into the unknown 
with God beside us. 
Moses understood something essential; progress without God’s presence is 
just motion. When God told him to lead the people forward, Moses prayed, 
“..If Your presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.” Exodus 
33:15.  It was not the miracles, strategies, or leadership titles that defined 
Moses; it was his nearness to God. In 2026, with rapid change, technology, 
political shifts, and personal transitions, we are invited to live with that same 
dependence. 
Walking with God’s presence today means - He is present in classrooms, 
workplaces, hospital corridors, homes etc. Like the pillar of cloud and fire 
that guided Israel, God still directs hearts through prayer, Scripture,          
circumstances and gentle nudges of the Holy Spirit. It may not always look 
dramatic, but His leading is no less real. 
Moses also teaches us courage. He stood before waters that had not yet    
parted. Our “Red Seas” in 2026 might be fears about the future, broken     
relationships, overwhelming responsibilities or challenges etc.  Sometimes 
challenges are not removed though His presence is with us ; but His         
presence transforms how we face them. The presence of God turns panic 
into trust and obstacles into testimonies. 
When you get into God’s presence through worship or prayer, when you feel 
you belong, all fear is gone, there is deliverance, there is intimacy and every-
thing is bare before Him. In His presence the Spirit takes over - 1 Corinthians 
2:10 “…The Spirit searches all things even the deep things of God”. When 
King David entered His presence (the holy of holies), he never thought of his 
position. He became a child before God – danced with all his might and he 
had on him what was interpreted as minimal clothes.  In His presence there 
is fulness of joy. One comes out transformed. 
Moses’ journey reminds us that God’s presence forms identity. Israel moved 
from being slaves to becoming a covenant people because God walked with 
them. In the same way, when we live with God’s presence, our worth is no 
longer defined by our failures, careers, or pace of success, but by His          
unwavering love.  May we journey with His presence as we start our Lent 
Journey this February 2026. 
                                                                               The Reverend Theresa Musiwacho 
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February   2026 Calendar  

Sunday  1st February   
09,30  Parish Communion   Essendon 
09,30  Family Service   Ponsbourne 
11.00 Parish Communion ,  Brickendon  
Sunday  8th February   
09.30   Parish Communion  Bayford 
11.00   Family Service    Little Berkhamsted 
Sunday 15th  February  
09.30  Family Service   Essendon    
09.30 Parish Communion   Ponsbourne 
11.00 Family Service   Brickendon  
Sunday  22nd February  
09.30 Parish Communion  Little Berkhamsted 
11.00 Family Service   Bayford 
Sunday  1st March 
09,30  Parish Communion   Essendon 
09,30  Family Service   Ponsbourne 
11.00 Parish Communion,   Brickendon  
Sunday 8th March 
09.30 Parish Communion   Bayford   
11.00 Family Service   Little Berkhamsted  
  
Wednesdays 9.30 : Mid week Holy Communion Service, Essendon , followed 
by coffee 

PARISH REGISTER 
    Name                        Date                        Community 
Death 

Margaret Burguess                 8.11.2025                        Essendon 
John Beatty                            8.12. 2025                       Essendon 

Prayer Share 
Oh mighty God, may your presence go with us in 2026 and forev-
er guide and lead us. Give us the strength to seek you and may you   
reveal yourself to us. We pray in Jesus’s name who is our Lord 
and Saviour.  
                                                                                             Amen  
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Master Art Workshops  
Our workshops start later in the year. Keep an eye 
on the website for dates. Join us for a hands-on  
experience in creating art using many different   
mediums. Learn from our master artists and make 
your own masterpiece to take home with you.     
We cater for all levels.  

For dates and to book  visit http://
w.masterartworkshops.com or  email 
suewilliams021@aol.com   
Follow us on social media to keep up with our news -  
Facebook page is  www.facebook.com/masterartworkshops                                                                    

Bible Study  The Bible study group has started again at 7pm at The     
Rectory in Little Berkhamsted. This year the Nicene Creed has its 
1700th  anniversary so we will be using this as our theme . We try to 
meet every two to three weeks. Each study is a separate topic so you just 
attend when you can manage. We are a friendly group trying to make 
sense of God’s word and everyone is welcome.  
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Garden Notes  February 

I am putting this together in early 
January, it is freezing cold         
outside but there are already 
glimmers of plant life and hope        
appearing - nature, as always, is 
amazing!. If the weather is        
reasonable where do we start? 
 

February garden tasks involve preparing for spring by sowing seeds 
indoors (tomatoes, chillies, peppers), chitting potatoes ready for the 
warmer weather, dividing snowdrops,     
pruning summer-flowering shrubs, tidying up 
generally , preparing soil for planting, and 
planting winter-hardy options like garlic, and 
hands-on tasks like  pruning ornamental 
grasses and planting first early potatoes if 
weather permits at the end of the month.  
Plant Snowdrops ‘in the green' gently splitting up bigger clumps.  
Trim back winter-flowering heathers once they have finished         
flowering, which should encourage new growth, bushier plants and 
more flowers next winter.   
Try taking cuttings from tender fuchsias and pelargoniums that have 
been overwintered indoors, they won’t all ‘take’ but it is exciting when 
some do so keep them warm! When you see new shoots appearing 
take a stem 7-10cm. long cutting just below a leaf joint, pot them up in 
peat-free compost, keep them moist and new roots should develop 
within a few weeks! 
If you are vegetable growers,  prepare for the coming months by        
removing unwanted plants and debris from where you are  planning 
to grow them and, if available, a mulch of      
well-rotted garden compost will help.  
In bad weather, sit by the fire and look through 
your seed  catalogues planning your spring and 
summer garden! 
 
Happy Gardening Days ahead!   
Gemander Speedwell   
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Bayford 
 

St. Mary’s Church 

Church Cleaners –  
 

 Jane Honeyman & Linda 

To read the minutes and agendas just Google ‘Bayford Parish Council’ 
and follow the link to ‘Minutes’. 

 Meetings.   
Please check the website.    

The next meeting is the Parish Assembly, 16th March, 8pm in the Memo-
rial Hall. 

Michael Wainwright , Chairman.   
mikewainwright@bayfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01707 875970.    www.begesford.co.uk   
 
Bell’s Wood 

It seems my asking a question in the EHDC council meeting has caused 
some movement within EDC planning department, even though at the 

meeting I was interrupted quite rudely by several Councillors. The legal 
advice given to the Council has been published and  is somewhat milder 

than the one we obtained, but does state that the number of mobile 
home should be limited. 

 
Joan Morris. b. 27th December 1925. 
On the 27th December friends and family gathered at the Farmer’s Boy 

to celebrate Joan’s 100th birthday. Joan seemed to take the event in her 
stride and wore a glittering tiara. Much conversation and food and 

drink was enjoyed. 
 
Friends of The Baker Arms. 
A revised planning application has been submitted by McM. It is not 
easy to tell what has changed, but we will consider the application and 
request a meeting with McM. 

BAYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
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  Bayford Primary School 
  

We currently have spaces available in 
our   nursery class and can offer: 
 

15 or 30 hours provision for 3 – 5 year olds 
Qualified and dedicated adults 
A vibrant and stimulating classroom 
Fantastic outdoor area providing adventure and fun 
Small classes allowing all needs to be met 
Wrap around care available 

 
Interested?                                                                                     

Why not contact us to arrange a visit. 
01992 511 259                                                                           

admin@bayford.herts.sch.uk 

BAYFORD MEMORIAL HALL                                Newly refurbished  and 

decorated hall           New kitchen with all mod cons                            

Disabled  facilities    *      Car park                                                                                                        

Thriving kindergarten Monday to  Friday  

Judo   Wednesday evenings 

Weekends and school holidays  available,    day time and  evenings                                                                                            

Further details:     Booking Secretary  Maureen 07970 376 271 
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BAYFORD MEMORIAL HALL                                                                                       

The Hall has been totally refurbished 

Newly decorated hall                                                 

New bright lighting                                                     

Brand new kitchen with all mod cons          

Fresh modern curtains 

Disabled facilities                   

Car park                                                                     

Thriving kindergarten Monday— Friday  

Judo  Wednesday evenings 

Weekends and school holidays  available , day time and evenings 

Further details booking secretary Maureen 07970376271 

 

 

                                                                             
Private 1:1 & 2:1 Pilates session                                                                 

Reformer * Tower * Mat                                                                                                                              
All levels welcome — from complete beginners to advanced.       

Sessions are individually adapted to your level, goals and pace 
drawing on over 10 years of teaching experience.                                                                   

Boutique Private Studio in Bayford.                                                                                                         

Call/WhatsApp: 07827 440709                                                                
Instagram: @SamFletcherPilates 
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Cucumber Fields 

 



13 

Essendon Nature Notes 

I was a little disturbed to come out in the garden the 
other day to find a dead wood pigeon lying on the 
ground with its head missing.  I quickly cleared up 
the grisly scene before the dogs got wind of it.  This 
requires some detective work as to the likely culprit 
but there is one particular name in the frame, the 
sparrowhawk. The bird has a reputation for this 
type of kill, the brains providing a rich and nutritious 
meal. 
 
The following day I saw a female sparrowhawk in the fields down by the 
river and, whilst probably not the same individual, it convinced me that 
there are a few around and about. It was flying fast, low and straight 

between bushes, typical of its behaviour and 
something which our more common bird of 
prey, the kestrel, never does.  Often your first     
impression is something moving quickly out of 
the corner of your eye, followed by a dramatic 
explosion of feathers as they take a small bird 

and you wonder what on earth has just happened. This ambush        
predator can make the garden bird-table a dangerous place. 
 
When you do get a chance to see one at rest, the sparrowhawk is an   
impressive bird with striking yellow eyes and talons. The female has a 
dark brown back and barred underparts with the male more blue-grey 
above and rust coloured below.  The male is very much smaller and   
indeed we can narrow down our list of suspects as only the female 
would be large enough to take a stocky wood      
pigeon. It is helpful to be reminded that the natural 
world is not all beauty and loveliness and some-
times it is brutal and raw.  Perhaps occasionally 
that untamed wildness, however it manifests itself, 
should increase our appreciation of the ecological 
equilibrium, surprising and often unsettling, but 
thankfully beyond our control. 
 
DC 

Female  
Sparrowhawk 

Male sparrowhawk 
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For enquiries concerning the Chapel, please contact 
Virginia Haryott 01992 511575  
or email wellpondharyott@gmail.com  

 

 Altar Flowers                   Church Cleaning 

 Brenda Lambie          29th January               Alison Blakey 
 Brenda Lambie           5th February              
 Brenda Lambie          12th February             Virginia Haryott  
 LENT no flowers       19th February 
                                                       26th February            Tessa Whitlow   
Grateful thanks go to so many friends who help to keep our church looking so beautiful. 

New members would be very welcome, so please consider helping.  Phone or message 
Virginia on 07770 944854 or email virginia.haryott@gmail.com  

Parish Council Meetings  
Next meeting : 26th March 2026 
Parish Clerk: Laura Brooks-Payne 
Brickendon Liberty Parish Council 
PO BOX 81, Knebworth, SG3 6YZ 
Email clerk@brickendon-
liberty.org.uk 
Mobile 07803 906291 
Minutes: Brickendon website 
www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk  
Tennis Courts £5 per court per hour.  
Bookings  telephone 07734 715002 or 
email  tony.roberts@brickendon-
liberty.org.uk                                              
Contact  Janet 01992 511515  
Book Club - meets first Tuesday of the 

month at 8pm,  contact Andrea 
Trendler  - 01992 511588         

Pilates Tuesdays 9.15 am in         
Fanshaws Room Contact  
    Harriet Barton, 07944 500504  
or  email 
pilateswithharriet@hotmail.com  
 
Brickendon Petanque Boules Club  

We play at The Farmers Boy               
Please note temporary playing 

times 
Tuesday 2pm - 3.30pm 

Thursday 10am - 12 noon 
Sunday 10am - 12 noon  

 
For further information contact our 
Club Secretary Janet 01992 511515  

Services    February 2026 
 1st February   1100 Parish Communion 
15th February  1100 Family Service 
 1st March 1100 Parish Communion 

          Brickendon  
  Chapel of Holy Cross 

   & St. Alban 

mailto:virginia.haryott@gmail.com


15 

Hartford Hundred Knitting & Crochet Group   
and Knit n Natter 

We were busy knitting before Christmas, we dressed a tree at the Ponsbourne 
Christmas Tree Festival , decorated Brickendon Church and also knitted Santas 
and Snowmen who were for sale in The Farmers Boy . All proceeds going to 
Wizzkids. We also decorated the postboxes in Brickendon, Bayford and           
Essendon and the bus shelters in the villages.  
We meet every Tuesday morning and 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings in The 
Farmers Boy .  For details Contact Janet 01992 511515  

Rowan McKellar 
Personal Training and Online Coaching 

Want to train like an Olympian , improve your 
training capacity with expert guidance?                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Want to move more but unsure where to 

start?                                                                                                  
I can help!                                                                                                                                                                     

Rowan McKellar, two- time Olympian,  
Olympic Bronze medallist                                                                            
Level 3 personal trainer  

               Resident in Little Berkhamsted   

I offer online training from expertise—from strength and        
conditioning  training to circuits in your garden .  
My mission is to get people in the  community up and moving!       

Contact rowan@rowanmckellarfitness.com 

“The story of Christmas”with Carols 
Sunday 14th December 2025 –a success story 
The church was decorated with help from a talented 
group of  village knitters and it looked beautiful.  It was 
filled to capacity for the wonderful nativity play which 
was a one off for Brickendon. The actors had all gone to a 
lot of trouble creating their costumes and they looked 
magnificent. We even had a beautiful baby Jesus called 
Roux,  who slept through the whole performance! Be-
tween the scenes carols were sung and led by Brook. The congregation 
showed their appreciation with loud cheers and warm applause. Many 
thanks must go to Rachel who masterminded the whole celebration. 
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Cooking Ideas by Ruth Newton 

Ingredients:                                                                                                                   
2oz/50gr butter       2oz/50gr sugar                                                                                                                                               

1 tablespoon honey   2oz/50gr plain flour                                                                                                                        
2oz/50gr glace cherries   1oz/25gr mixed peel         1oz/25gr currants                                                                                                  
2oz/50gr chopped pistachios and pecan nuts (or any other combination)              
4oz/100gr plain or milk chocolate (plain is traditional but you can use either) 

These delicious teatime treats are actually quite 
easy to make but still manage to look impressive! I 

have given suggestions for the fruit and nut mix, but 
feel free to use any combination that you like,     
particularly if you still have some dried fruit or nuts 
left over from Christmas. However, I rarely leave 

out the gorgeous red glace cherries as they really 
add a spark of colour. The honey in this recipe gives 
the Florentines a slightly softer texture, rather than 
a hard brittle crunch.                                                                                                                                   

You will need two baking sheets and some grease-
proof paper. Makes about 12. 

Florentines 

Method:  Pre-heat the oven to 180c/G4. Lay a piece of greaseproof paper on 
each baking sheet. Put the butter, sugar, and honey into a saucepan and melt 

together slowly. Remove from the heat and tip in the flour, dried fruit and 
nuts. Mix well to combine. Place spoonfuls of mixture, roughly golf ball size, 
onto the baking sheets, leaving room for them to spread out while cooking. 
Bake in the oven for about 10 minutes or until just golden brown – don’t let 

them get too dark and crispy. Remove from the oven and leave them to cool. If 
you find they have got a bit too lacy around the edges or lost their shape, you 
can gently knock the edges back into place while they are still warm. Once 
they have cooled, place them onto a wire rack while you melt the chocolate. 

Place the chocolate into a bowl over a pan of simmering water and gentle al-
low to melt. Once melted, place half a teaspoon of chocolate on the back of 
each Florentine, and using the back of the teaspoon spread the chocolate out 
to the edges. I like to do one thin coat and then go back and do a second layer. 

Once they are all covered, leave for a few minutes for the chocolate to firm up 
slightly, then run a fork in wavy lines through the chocolate for that tradition-
al finish. Leave in a cool place until the chocolate has fully set, then enjoy.    
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

HCPC Registered Audiologist  

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,  
Hearing Aids & More  

 

25 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1HZ  

01992 877666 hertfordhearing@outlook.com 

Professional carpet, rug 
& upholstery cleaning 

  

Stain & odour removal 
Scotchguards 

Fully insured, Free quotes. 
  

Window, conservatory &  
UPVC cleaning 

  
Tel: 01992 586004 

Mob: 07958 729074  
www.dharriscleaning.co.uk 
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Essendon, Woodhill, 
Wild Hill & Woodside   

St. Mary the Virgin 

Essendon's Parish Council Meeting – February 2026 
 

Our next Parish Council meeting will take place on Tuesday 10 
February 2026 at 7pm in the Village Hall. Everyone is very    
welcome to attend. 
 
The meeting's agenda will be available in advance on the Parish 
Council website — www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk — and 
on the village noticeboard. Minutes of all meetings can also be 
found on the website. 
 
The current serving councillors are Cllr Ian Venables (Chairman), 
Cllr Tracey Willetts (Deputy Chair), Cllr Mike Brown, Cllr Chris 
Jenner, and Cllr Nigel Chalmers. If you have any comments or    
enquiries, please contact the Clerk, Caroline Chapple, by       
emailing  clerk@essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Flower Rota   February 
31st Jan Sue Rogers 
7/14 Feb Pauline Alleyne 
21/28 Feb Lent no flowers 

Essendon Tennis Courts    
 New members welcome.  
Contact :       Nicki Whitelaw 07946 300 512           
  or 
 nicki.whitelaw@sky.com    
Subscriptions  2026       
£50 family,    £30 individual,   £15 for a junior 

:  
                          

https://www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Flowers in Church  
-Join our team of volunteers 
The church is well known for its 
ministry of flowers - a feast for the 
senses. Throughout history flowers 
have been brought into places of 
worship.  
The practice evolved from ancient 
symbolic uses, gaining  prominence 
in the Middle Ages with  Mary’s 
Gardens and  Gothic art, flourishing 
in the Victorian era  for Easter and  
funerals, and  continuing today as a 
form of  worship, symbolising     

purity, resurrection, and God's creation, 
though sometimes met with  controversy 
over ritualism. Early uses involved plants 

like the lily and pomegranate, while later Christian traditions 
adopted flowers for specific meanings, from roses for the Virgin 
Mary to holly  for Christ's Passion.  
Beautiful displays of flowers have celebrated the changing          
seasons, the church's festivals and activities during the year. In    
St Mary’s Essendon they are provided and maintained by a regular 
team of volunteers on a rota basis and their names included in the 
parish magazine each month.  
If you are interested in all things flower related we have a few   
vacant weeks in the church calendar. The team welcomes anyone 
who loves flowers to join as an arranger for a week or two. Don’t 
worry—no special experience is required. We are very fortunate 
to have support from a few experienced members of the team who 
are very talented.  
Or perhaps you would like to simply sponsor the church flowers 
to mark an anniversary, special occasion or in memory of a loved 
one. 
For further details contact Jude on 07958 353 496 or the Revd. 
Theresa.  

Flowers in January by  
Pam Worsley 
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Essendon Village Hall 
 

Tel:  07442 499 601 
email: essendonvillagehall@hotmail.com 
  

facebook.com/essendonvillagehall 
essendonvillagehall.wixsite.com/
essendonvillagehall 
 
The village hall is available for use by village 
residents and organisations. It can be hired by residents or non– residents for 
events, parties, weddings and other celebrations. There is a kitchen and  it has 
facilities for the disabled.  
Current regular events at the village hall 
MONDAY  Pilates 7pm-8pm Contact Keti 07718 386 195 
WEDNESDAY  AllSorts Dementia Day Group Contact Kelly 07557 145 484 
  WI  3rd Wednesday evening 7.45 Contact Lyn 07971 909  540 
THURSDAY Pilates 9.30-10.30  Contact Keti 07718 386 195  
 FRIDAY Essendon Connect Coffee and Chat 9.30-11.30 am  
  Contact  Cas 07831 341 886 

All Sorts Dementia Group  
Wednesdays  
10.30am to 3pm at Essendon 
Village Hall 
Places limited, please contact 
for more information 
01279 970474 
allsortsdg@gmail.com 
www.allsortsdg.co.uk 
If you would like to volunteer 
and become a member of a 
great team please get in touch, 
we would love to hear from 
you.  

 

mailto:allsortsdg@gmail.com
http://www.allsortsdg.co.uk
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Potholes  
There has been a lot of discussion on the 
village WhatsApp about potholes—and 
there have been even more appearing  in 
the colder weather.  
Whereever possible take  a photo and re-
port it to  the County Council Highways 
Department. 
 

ESSENDON WI         .the WI        
   INSPIRING WOMEN 

Wednesday  18th February 8.00 pm 
 

Philip McKinder is visiting the WI  meeting  in the village hall in 
February.  His talk entitled “Guilty or Not Guilty” considers a 1931 
murder in Liverpool.  Edward Wallace, an insurance clerk, is       
accused of murdering his wife. Philip will explore the prosecution 
and defence and encourage the audience to decide the outcome of 
the trial. 
Interested in considering joining Essendon Women’s  Institute?                  

Come along as our guest in February to meet this friendly group. 
Please call Lyn McCash 07971 909540 for further info  

Essendon Connect  
We are open every Friday morning in the 
Village Hall from 9.30-11.30 for free tea, 
coffee, cake and lots of chat. All residents 

welcome. Give us a try! 
 
Also during February we will be offering  a   
simple soup lunch on Tuesdays  at 1230. 

Pothole at the bottom of Essen-
don Hill 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine  when responding to an advertisment. 

  

AMV CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
  
  

Traditional Chimney Sweep 
with brushes, 

 fireplace sealed and advance 
vacuum technology 

Used 
  
  

 Inglenooks, Wood burning stoves, 
 Aga/solid fuel stoves. 

Gas fires, cowls fitted, smoke testing, 
certificates issued.  
Tel:07815 502798. 

  

email 
amvchimneysweeps@googlemail.com 

  

web www.amvchimneysweeps.co.uk 
  
  

Certified member of the Institute of Chimney 
Sweeps 

Evergreen Landscapes 
All aspects of Garden Construction 

undertaken.  
Approved Patio and Driveway 

Contractors 
  

Walling, Pathways, Turf and Lawn 
Installers, Fencing, Natural Stone 

and Porcelain Specialists 
Grounds Maintenance Contractors 

for Private or Commercial Properties 
  

Office 01707655511 
Mobile call Ron on 07747841103 

Email:- 
sales@evergreenlandscapes.co.uk 

11 Dellsome Lane, Welham Green 
07733 541354 

E:info@butchersblock.shop 
Www.butchersblock.shop 

Follow us on facebook 

Try our  
Home Cooked Ready Meals 

Veggie Boxes starting from £10 
Rotisserie  Chickens 
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Hosted by the Foodbank and Essendon Connect 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 



26 

 

St Andrews        The Church is open every day. 

Church cleaning  

7th February  Tony and Penny 
  Tyndale 
21st February  10 am -12 pm - 
Group Spring Clean -  
All welcome! - Come and join us 
for a Spring Clean followed by 
tea/coffee and biscuit/cakes 

Wellbeing Class  
Mondays  at 10am. 
Learn how to keep yourself 
healthy and well. 
For more details, call       
Beverly on 07989 181 847    
Everyone  welcome. 

Baby Group 
Every Tuesday Drop in…. 
The group meets in the morning 
and after lunch.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Please feel free to use the toys 
and make yourself a coffee. The 
Church is open, and you are wel-
come to use the space for children 
anytime.To join the Baby Group    
Contact 
  Sandie 01707 875 221 

Needles & Pins 

Alterations &       

Upcycling                                  

Experienced needleworker 

Contact Dee for a quote      

needlesandpins.dee@gmail.com 

07581 699 597 

Little Berkhamsted,  
Howe Green & 
Epping Green 

BigBlackHen.com 
  

 The beautifully simple way  
      to sell your home. 

  

Thinking of selling your home? 
  

I offer local expertise  
(I grew up in “Little B”),  

innovative marketing and personal 
“service” all for a low fixed fee 

  

Call Nigel Adams on:  

01992 878580 
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News from Little Berkhamsted Parish Council 

EAST HERTS COUNCIL GOES LIVE ON PARKING APP 
East Herts Council has  gone live on the National Parking      
Platform (NPP), giving drivers more choice over how they pay 
for parking.                                                                                              
The platform is designed to remove the frustration of having to 
download multiple parking apps. Drivers can choose which of 
the existing popular apps such as RingGo, JustPark, Appy     
Parking, Caura, APCOA Connect and the council’s existing      
provider, PayByPhone, they would like to use as they will now 
all work in all East Herts car parks.                                                               
This means residents and visitors can use the app they already 
have, rather than downloading a new one when they arrive.   
East Herts Council has gone live on the platform alongside   
Welwyn Hatfield and Stevenage Councils. 

 
COUNCIL VACANCY 

We have a vacancy to become a Parish Councillor. The civil       
parish of Little Berkhamsted covers the village of Little   
Berkhamsted and the hamlets of Epping Green and Howe 
Green. The council comprises  seven elected members and 
meets in the village hall at 7.30pm usually on the 3rd      
Wednesday of  alternate months. Being a councillor is all about 
giving back to your community by bringing your energy, pas-
sion, and hard-working attitude. By doing this, you can make a 
real        difference to the local community.      
Please email :clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk to register your 
interest and to find out more.  

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 
7.30pm in the village hall.   The agenda is published on the website and village    
noticeboard the week before the meeting and residents are welcome to send    
questions and comments to the clerk beforehand, clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk 
or attend the meeting and ask in person. 
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Little Berkhamsted  
Community Facilities for Hire 

The Village Hall has recently been insulated and redecorated. It has 
disabled access and toilet, a fully equipped kitchen for any refreshment 
needs, a table tennis table, internet access and projector equipment.  

  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

 
The cricket and community pavilion has a fully equipped kitchen, bar 

area, changing rooms and shower facilities.  
Hire Charge                                                                                    
(per hour):              For further  details                                              
LB Resident:£12                        contact: Sandie Ash    
Non residents £17               01707 875221 

. CALLING LOCAL BUSINESSES 
Do you have a local business that could benefit from using our 
village facilities? Or are you looking at starting a new business 
and you require a venue to accommodate this? We have two 
fantastic facilities that are available to hire on an hourly basis.  
 
Our Village Hall and Pavillion have both been recently renovat-
ed and provide ample space for a range of uses. Please get in 
touch to find out more. For enquiries or bookings, please con-
tact Sandie Ash on 01707 875221 or 
clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk 

mailto:clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk
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CHURCH  ROAD,  
LITTLE  BERKHAMSTED 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
Want to see the most up to date news, events and notices  hap-
pening in Little Berkhamsted? Or book our fabulous Village Hall 
or Pavillion? Visit www.littleberkhamsted.org.uk for the latest 
updates, booking of facilities and information about our          
community. 

CLOTHES BIN 
Any spare clothes? There is a clothes bin located at the entrance 
of the Little Berkhamsted Recreation field. If you have any spare 
items including clothing, shoes, bags or belts, please donate. All 
money received for these items will go towards the village fund .            

Friends of St. Andrew's 
Pancake Supper 

Shrove Tuesday 17/02/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.00 pm in 
Little Berkhamsted Village Hall 

£12 : OAPs £10.00 Family Ticket £25 
Tel: Sandie on  01707 875221 

Please bring your own cutlery, drink & glass 

St Andrew’s Church News 
Date for your diary 

Weddings, Baptisms and 
other   matters.   
Registration is held on 
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of each month  10.00 to 
11.30 at    Little  
Berkhamsted  Church 
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Qualified for over 25 years 

PHYSIOTHERAPY TREATMENT  
AT YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE 

for musculoskeletal & mobility problems related to sport, work, DIY,   
gardening, medical conditions, operations, accidents & falls, or merely 

the ravages of time! 

Phone Ian at achievephysio on 07702 871780 
Email: info@achievephysio.co.uk Web: www.achievephysio.co.uk 

Bespoke  Home Care 
Providing reliable and compassionate personal care, Jacqueline, 
with 20 years’ experience in social care , provides personalised 
care for the elderly or individuals with learning  disabilities– for 
independence and quality of life. Fully insured and DBS checked.    
 
Contact Jacqueline 07792 066181 or Jacquelinepa@mail.com 

 
 
 
 

 

Mobile collection date for 
donations  at the  

Dutch Marketplace           
Monday  February 16th  
10am-2pm 

 

mailto:info@achievephysio.co.uk
http://www.achievephysio.co.uk
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February  Quiz …                                 Answers on page 38                             

Brain teaser  -                                      Answer next month. 

1. How long can a non-working camel go without water? a) 10 days b) 10 
weeks C) 10 months 

2. In which city was the first underground train service opened? 
3.What is the derivation of the  £ symbol (LB) for sterling ? 
4. Which European capital city stands on the confluence of the Danube 

and Sava rivers? 
5. Which USA state is known as the Garden State? 
6. How much time is left in the day’s play when a cricket umpire taps his 

watch?  
7. In which decade did Cardiff become the capital city of Wales?  
8. Henry VIII was buried in the St George’s Chapel at Windsor next to 

which of his wives?  
9. What is a chef’s hat called?  
10. In which decade were photos introduced on UK driving licences?  

Brain teaser                                                                                                                
The Danube River flows through which ten European  countries:?                                                                                    

Answer next month.  
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Diamond Pest Control  
 
Diamond Pest  
Control have a 
solution to any pest 
problems you may be 
encountering. 
If you need a wasp nest removed 
or are experiencing issues with        
rodents, moths,  cockroaches, 
pigeons or any other pests you 
can contact us on the number 
below. 
  

We are recruiting for new   
technicians to join our team. Call 
us or send us your CV if you are 
interested! 0208 889 1036 
info@diamondpestcontrol.co.uk  
www.diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 

 
ROY FRITH 

VACUUM CLEANER  
SALES,  

SPARES & REPAIRS 
  

RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 
  

01992 503991 
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

13 TALBOT 
STREET 

HERTFORD  
SG13 7BX 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an ad-

Herts Computer Services 
 

Call Iain on 07787 157 937   
or email:  

iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business 
 IT support 

PC health checks & virus removal  
Broadband internet issues 
Data recovery 
Laptop repairs such as screen re-
placement 
PC hardware repairs & installations 
Wireless networking 
Website & internet address setup 
Microsoft server installations & small 
business support 
 Microsoft & Comptia Certified 
Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com
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Repairs to Fine Antiques 
And Contemporary Furniture 

French Polishing, Spray Finishing,  
Cabinet Making and Design, Veneering, Boulle Work , 

Leather Lining, Marquetry, Re-upholstering,  
Caning and Rushwork, Carving and Turning,  

Clock Restoration, Clock Servicing,   
Repairs to Metal Artefacts, Quality Fabric Sales. 

All work guaranteed to the  

highest standards, Established 1991. 

David Oakes 
01992 511251 / 07860 954977 

 

Interior    &       Exterior            
- 

J C-KEENAN 
 

DECORATING SERVICES 
 
 
All aspects undertaken:   
Excellent references of                              
Character & workmanship:                      
 
Home 01707 882927  
Mobile 07899 964 436  
 john.keenan2@gmail.com 
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What’s On in Newgate Street  
Village Coffee morning  Monday, February 2nd -10.00-12.00 noon at 
the Crown .  Every first Monday of the month 
 
Table Tennis:  Tuesday evenings, 7.30 - 9.30pm in the  
Village Hall.  £1 pay and play 
 
Tennis  - Tuesday mornings, 9.30-10.30am Village Courts.  
Term time only.  Contact 07710 507 215 
 
Book Swap - Pre read books to buy £1 or swap 50p, in the Village Hall 
Post Office Tuesday & Thursday mornings. 
 
Village Chat - WhatsApp group for people living in the village. To join 
the group contact 07710 507 215 
 
Village Pub Social - 8pm the second Friday of every month in either 
The Crown or The Coach & Horses Pub. Come along to meet friends and 
make new ones. See Village Chat WhatsApp group or Village website for 
details. 
 

Post Office. A small Post Office is open on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings in the village hall.  
 
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS : from website  
www.newgatestreet.org/ Follow the link to Hall Rental to  Book  

Church Open  for quiet contemplation, 
and personal prayer  

every  Wednesday, 9.30  to 12.30 

Newgate Street 
Ponsbourne  

St Mary 

  
  

 
  
  

 
  
  

 
  
  

 

http://www.newgatestreet.org/
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Celtic Harmony Camp .                                                      
Great News! We are open every Saturday and 

Sunday for FREE! 

Woodland walks, den building 
and our Stone to Iron Age       
exhibition, plus 
Refreshments at The Woodland 
Bistro! 

Essendon Bellringers ring at  
St Mary’s Essendon  
The bellringers ring for  Sunday   services  and  
special occasions . They practise on Tuesday  
evenings 8-9pm.  
They would like  to welcome new members  
to learn the  intricate art of English bell ringing.  
Come to listen and maybe join us.  
 It’s skillful and fun!       

Contact   Colin 07540 351530                          

February Half Term                      
Adventure Camp                                                                
17th & 18th February  

A 2 day journey of ancient skills, out-
door adventure  and tribal fun                                                                               
for young warriors                                                                                                                 

09:30am – 04:30pm 
For 8 – 11 year olds 

£59 for 2 days 
Archery * Friction Fire Lighting * Campfire 

Cooking * Drumming workshops                                                                                     

*Celtic crafts and pottery                                                                                                    

Disc golf and outdoor games * Immersive 

storytelling                                                                                       

Team building and orienteering 

Celtic Warrior            
Experience 
16th & 20th February 

10am—4pm 
£20 a ticket 

Suitable for all ages 
A day of ancient adventure 
where families master tribal 
skills and bring Celtic Histo-
ry to life. 

For more information  
visit celticharmony.org. 

http://celticharmony.org
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L & M 
SWAIN 

G ARD E N  MAIN TE N AN CE  
  

ALL TYPES OF GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN  
INCLUDING 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE AND ONE OFF TIDY UPS 
  

HEDGES CUTTING PRUNING 
                                   

TURF LAYING                     PRESSURE WASHING 
  

FENCING                                                                  PATIOS LAID 
  
  

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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BK Marquee 
Hire 
 

For all your special 
events. 
Free quotations 
and site visit. 

Table and chairs 
Catering, BBQs 
Hog Roast 
Staging and Dance 
Floor. 
 

01707 
271054 

Mobile:    0796 0842998  
e-mail:     bkmarqueehire@gmail.com 
Web site: bkmarqueehire.co.uk  
facebook.com/bkmarqueehire. 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

JUST FEET Foot Health. 
  

Nail cutting, Corns, Verrucas, 
Thickened Nails, Split Heels, 

Athlete’s Foot, 
Warts, Hard Skin, Calluses 

  

Mobile Foot Health  
Professional 

  
Deborah McLoughlin, MCFHP 

MAFHP 
Tel: 07973 872967 

  
e-mail: 

d.a.mcloughlin@btopenworld.com 

 
JAMES ROBINSON 

  

  Plant hire 
  Groundworks 

  Paving 
  Driveways 

  Landscaping 
  Septic tank installation 

  Site clearance and preparation 
  Demolition 

 Please call to discuss your needs 
  

07860 445203 
  

admin@j-robinson.co.uk 
www.j-robinson.co.uk 
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Answers to February quiz  from page 31 and January   Brain Teaser 

 

Master Locksmiths and Security 
Engineers 

  

G J Locksmiths 
9 The Broadway,  

Old Hatfield, AL9 5BG 
  

Tel:   01707 515 510 
  

Mob: 07774 866333  
  

www.gjlocksmithshatfield.co.uk 
martin@g-j-locksmiths.co.uk 

Fast reliable service 
FREE surveys to insurance or 

police specification. 
phone Martin Shadbolt  

GARDENING                                                                                 
Do You:  

NEED a strong pair of hands for those gardening jobs 
NEED your vegetable garden dug. 
NEED your grass/hedges cut 
NEED logs moving/splitting 
NEED terraces or garden furniture pressure washed. 
NEED shed or fences painted                  Then I am your man! 
Time to suit, 7 days a week. £12 per hour .(£14 if using own machinery)          
Minimum 2 hours            Transport required                                                                     

February quiz answers : 1.10 months 2. London 3. The £ symbol is  
derived from the Latin word libra, which was the fundamental unit 
of weight in the Roman Empire 4 .Belgrade 5. New Jersey  6. One  
hour  7. 1950s ( December 20, 1955) Previously there was no official  
capital  8. Jane Seymour 9. Toque blanche 10. 1990s -1998 on new  
licences. The old paper licence was abolished in 2015. 
 
Answer to January  brain teaser  -                                                    

Name the 10countries  whose name includes the letters TAN in 
that order 

 Afghanistan; Bhutan; Kazakhstan; Kyrgystan ; Mauritania;        
 Pakistan;  Tajikistan; Tanzania; Turkmenistan; Uzbekistan 

 



39 

Roofing Experts in Hertfordshire  
& Surrounding Areas 
Family-Owned & Operated 
 

New Roofs and Repairs *  Flat roofs and Repairs 
Slates,Tiles and Chimneys *All Brickwork and Pointing  

Valleys & All  Leadworks * uPVC Fascias  
 Soffits, Cladding & Guttering* Painting & Decorating 

Dampproofing  
Why Choose Us? 

Experienced Professionals              
Quality Materials  
Customer Satisfaction    
Competitive Pricing    
Free Quotes  
01707 818 090   07551 371 116                                      

www.aspectsroofing.net  

Hertfordshire Landscapes  
All work guaranteed 
All Aspects of Landscaping and Paving  
 
We offer a variety of services including: 
 
 New driveway and patio installation 
 Driveway and patio restoration 
 High pressure cleaning 
 Fencing 
 Turfing and artificial grass  
 Shed base installation  
 Sleeper & decorative wall installation 
 
     Public liability insured . Call us on: 
    01707 260 017 or  07979 845 848 
For more information please visit our  
website www.hertfordshirelandscapes.co.uk 

http://www.aspectsroofing.net
http://www.hertfordshirelandscapes.co.uk
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Village Halls. 
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 

01707 875221 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

NEWGATE STREET 
01707 874388 + online 

(Facilities for the disabled) 

 
WILD HILL 01707 642632 
BAYFORD 07970 376271 

( Facilities for the disabled)  
BRICKENDON 01992 511551 

ESSENDON 07442 499601 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

Visit the Hartford Hundred web site at 

 hartfordhundred.org.uk/  

for full details of telephone and Zoom services 

https://www.hartfordhundred.org.uk/
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I & B ELECTRICAL 
  

Domestic & Commercial 

●  Rewires 
●  Fuse Boxes 
●  Security 
●  Extra Sockets 
●  Lighting Points 
● Smoke Detectors 
● Electric Cookers 
● TV Points 
● Phone Points 
● Ring video doorbells  

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
  

Tel: 01707 262771  
Mobile: 07861 398288 

  

Family run business 
  

info@ib-electrical.co.uk  

 

Tidy & Efficient 
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