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Rector’s Article. Revd. Theresa Musiwacho

Dear all,
On the second Sunday before lent the gospel reading (Matthew 6:25-end)
reminded me how sometimes as human beings when we go through
challenges we start worrying resulting in fear and emotional distress. The
scripture also made me realise that the world is filled with anxiety- about
finances, health, relationships, and the future -worry has become almost
normal. Yet Jesus spoke directly into this human struggle with words that
remain as powerful today as when He first spoke them: “Therefore I tell you,
do not worry about your life... But seek first the kingdom of God and His right-
eousness, and all these things will be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25, 33)
Jesus was not dismissing real needs. He acknowledged that we require food,
clothing, shelter, and security. But He challenged something deeper - the
tendency to let these concerns dominate our hearts and determine our
peace. Worry, He taught, cannot add a single hour to our lives. It drains our
strength but produces no fruit.
Instead, Jesus invited us into a better way: trust. He pointed to the birds of
the air and the flowers of the field - neither anxious nor striving, yet abun-
dantly cared for by God. If the Father clothes the grass and feeds the spar-
rows, how much more will He care for His children? Worry, then, is not simp-
ly emotional distress; it is often misplaced trust - trusting circumstances
more than God’s character.
This is why Jesus does not merely say, “Stop worrying.” He replaces fear with
purpose: “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.” To seek God’s
kingdom means to place His rule and His values first. As we do God’s work,
working in His vineyard, serving people, loving one another and seeking him
(the Word of God and prayer). Seeking His righteousness means aligning our
lives with God’s ways.
God does not ignore our needs- He promises to provide for them. Provision
flows best when trust flows first. When we make God our highest pursuit, we
discover that He faithfully carries the weight of what concerns us.
The teaching does not mean life will be free from hardship. It means
hardship no longer rules our hearts. Faith does not deny difficulty - it
declares dependence. Peace comes, not from having everything under con-
trol, but from knowing Who is in control.
In an age that teaches us to secure ourselves through our own strength and
knowledge, Jesus teaches us to trust and seek. His kingdom does not begin
with anxiety but with surrender. His righteousness does not grow through
fear but through faith.
So today, when worries rise -about tomorrow, etc , we return to Jesus’ words.
We lift our eyes above circumstances and re-center our hearts on God’s reign
and goodness. When we seek Him first, we discover something greater than
provision: We discover peace.

The Reverend Theresa Musiwacho




PARISH REGISTER

Name Date
Death
Barry AYERS 24.12.2025
David WILLIAMS 01.02.2026
Eli GRAHAM 02.02.2026
Rita PALLETT 10.02.2026
Rosemary TUBBS 20.01.2026

Community

Essendon
Essendon
Essendon
Essendon
Little Berkhamsted

MARCH 2026 Calendar

Sunday 1st March

09,30 Parish Communion
09,30 Family Service
11.00 Parish Communion,
Sunday 8th March

09.30 Parish Communion
11.00 Family Service
Sunday 15th March
09.30 Family Service
09.30 Parish Communion
11.00 Family Service
Sunday 22nd March
09.30 Parish Communion
11.00 Family Service
Sunday 29th March

10.15 Group Parish Communion,

Easter Services
Friday 3rd April
10.00 Easter Garden
11.00 Easter Story

12.00 One hour at the cross

18.30 Evening Service
Saturday 4th April

19.30 Easter Lights Vigil
Sunday 5th April
09.30 Parish Communion
09.30 Parish Communion
11.15 Parish Communion
11.15 Parish Communion
Wednesdays

Good Friday

Easter Day

Essendon
Ponsbourne
Brickendon

Bayford
Little Berkhamsted

Essendon
Ponsbourne
Brickendon

Little Berkhamsted
Bayford

Brickendon

Essendon

On Line

Little Berkhamsted
Essendon

Ponsbourne

Essendon
Ponsbourne
Bayford

Little Berkhamsted

09.30 Holy Communion Service, Essendon, followed by coffee

10.15 Telephone Service




From the editor

Are you a local historian with a story to tell?

I would like to include an occasional local history section—
perhaps starting with the history of the 5 churches or other
buildings or monuments—are there any local historians with a
good tale to tell?

Order your logs for the winter now — don’t

miss out.

The Church Woodyard provides donations

for the Church. Itis well stocked with top

quality, well-aged logs .

Please give us as much notice as possible

as deliveries are weather dependent.
Call Colin on 07540 351 530

The Telephone Church Service is resuming
Wednesday 25t February 10:15 am.
To access the service -Using Mobile or landline
Dial 03306060403 then enter access code 568124 then press
# key ( this number is free)

Prayer Share

God of peace, care and love, we pray for your holy Spirit \\ :
to rule in our hearts. May you give us your peace when r\ v
we are worried and continually assure us that you are N
the provider of all our needs. For you have good plans

for us, plans to bring us to a good and expected end.
We pray all this through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

Bible Study The Bible study group has started again at 7pm at The
Rectory in Little Berkhamsted. This year the Nicene Creed has its

1700th anniversary so we will be using this as our theme . We try to
meet every two to three weeks. Each study is a separate topic so you just
attend when you can manage. We are a friendly group trying to make
sense of God’s word and everyone is welcome.
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NU EDEN

THE ART OF OUTDOOR LIVING

W SHADE SOLUTIONS

W COOKING

W OUTDOOR FURNITURE

W GARDEN ELEMENTS

W HEATING

W WELLNESS

W SMART GARDEN

W FULL GARDEN DESIGN & BUILD

x2 BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

NUEDEN.CO.UK | 02080505366




Garden Notes March

[ am sitting here in the middle of the
day, indoor lights full on, it is
pouring with rain outside and I am
wondering if by the time you read
this how things will be looking in

ing how it appears to tease us in so
many ways and how, in turn, we

cope!

One of the vital things at this time of year is balancing what we can get
on with outside on a fine day with any accidental damage we may
cause if conditions are too rough. Nature is amazing in the way it
restores things so we must be sensibly positive!

[ always think it is worth trying to ‘rescue’ apparently damaged plants
when the weather is rough but there still looks hope. So, carefully cut
back the damage and, if you can, do move
what survives to a safer place, if only for the
time being. Also 'pot up’ and keepina  shel-
tered place anything that looks as if it might
grow and you will be surprised what does!
Snowdrops this winter have been a picture so .
don’t be afraid to sort and spread these too.
It is a good thing that we don’t know what
March will bring, but we in turn, if we are
flexible, will cope. Let us continue to share our ‘hatchings’ with other
gardening friends!

Happy Spring Gardening! Germander Speedwell

Jobs for March

* Focus on prepping for spring by clearing weeds, applying
mulch to borders, and planting summer-flowering bulbs like
Dahlias and Lilies.

*Start sowing hardy vegetables such as peas, onions, and pars-
nips, and plant early potatoes.

*It is also the ideal time to divide perennials, prune
shrubs, and clean greenhouses and tools.




Bayford
St. Mary’s Church

Church Cleaners -
Dawn Staal &Tracy Bensted

BAYFORD PARISH COUNCIL

To read the minutes and agendas just Google ‘Bayford Parish Council’
and follow the link to ‘Minutes’.

Meetings. Please check the web site.

The next meeting is the Parish Assembly, 16t March, 8pm in the Memo-
rial Hall.

Michael Wainwright , Chairman.

01707 875970.

clerk@bayfordparishcouncil.org.uk

Bell’'s Wood

We are at present seeking a further Zoom meeting with Sara Saunders,
Head of Planning at EHC. The central issue is the number of mobile
homes allowed on the site, when EHC responds to the submitted
‘certificate of lawfulness’.

Friends of The Baker Arms.

A revised planning application has been submitted by McM. The PC and
FOBA have posted letters on the Web site, broadly in support of the re-
vised application. We recognise this application is not ideal, but we con-
sider it to be the best we are likely to obtain. It does address a number
of issues raised by us and others, in particular the width of the footway.

From the Editor - re Baker Arms - [ recently received a newspaper cutting
from a Bayford resident about The New Clarence pub in Hull which was
rescued from closure by a community effort. They listed the pub as an Asset of
Community Value (AVC) and raised almost £250,000 (helped by selling 500
shares at a minimum of £100) and received £300,000 through a government
Community Ownership Fund (sadly no longer available). After six months of
renovations, it reopened as a community-owned pub - which are mainly not-
for profit operations, and recently won a Pub Saving Award. My informant
wondered if a similar approach could be tried for the Baker Arms - unless the
PC and residents have already tried - or if there were a few wealthy locals who
could help out....
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We currently have spaces available in
our nursery class and can offer:

15 or 30 hours provision for 3 - 5 year olds
Qualified and dedicated adults

A vibrant and stimulating classroom

Fantastic outdoor area providing adventure and fun
Small classes allowing all needs to be met

Wrap around care available

Interested?
Why not contact us to arrange a visit.
01992 511 259
admin@bayford.herts.sch.uk

Hair by Liz
07809446786

Liz Wainwright

Over 25 years Experience

Fully msured
All Equipment Sterilised
Cuts, Elow-dry, Sets, Perms

in the b o Gl
Specialising in Colour and
COMFORT and SAFETY Bifanalons

of vour own home.




BAYFORD MEMORIAL HALL

The Hall has been totally refurbished
Newly decorated hall

New bright lighting

Brand new kitchen with all mod cons
Fresh modern curtains

Disabled facilities

Car park

Thriving kindergarten Monday— Friday
Judo Wednesday evenings

Weekends and school holidays available, day time and evenings

Further details booking secretary Maureen 07970376271

Private 1:1 & 2:1 Pilates session

Reformer * Tower * Mat
All levels welcome — from complete beginners to advanced.
Sessions are individually adapted to your level, goals and pace
drawing on over 10 years of teaching experience.
Boutique Private Studio in Bayford.
Call/WhatsApp: 07827 440709

Instagram: @SamFletcherPilates
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THE HIDEAWAY &
THE HIDEAWAY STUDIO

Stunning Beauty Salon, Reformer & Mat Pilates, Yoga & more

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT:
The Hideaway Salon - Evie 07860 774166
The Hideaway Studio - Pilates & more - Georgie 07557 526003

www.thehideawaystudio.co.uk
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Cucumber Fields

CUCUMBER FIELDS

THE ART OF FLOW - MOVEMENT, ART &

INK-TUITION | AFTERNOON RETREAT

Saturday 11" April | 11.30 - 15.00

Welcome the new energy of Spring with this inspiring
afternoon retreat. Weaving together an awakening yoga practice
with Pippa Johnson before transitioning into a guided mindful art
workshop with Emily Styles, and a soul-nourishing lunch prepared

by Tara of Tara’s Vegan Treats.

Leave the day feeling grounded in your body, vibrant in your

spirit, inspired in your heart.

12




Essendon Nature Notes

It often seems that the most
ignored and unobtrusive of all
our common birds is the hum-
ble hedge sparrow. It is not
actually a sparrow and its
proper name is ‘dunnock’ but
for a bird which needs all the |
help it can get to be noticed I

am not sure that its more modern moniker does it any favours so |
will carry on with its traditional designation for now.

On one of those gloomy rainy days that have marked out this late
winter, [ heard a hedge sparrow singing as I walked the byways,
its lone voice a welcome note of brightness in the dampness and
drizzle. It is fair to say that its song, a pleasant melodic jangle, is
completely in keeping with its character - understated and more
chorus line than main act. However this bird is worth a second
look even though at first glance ‘dun’ certainly seems a correct
description. Its features are fine and delicate with its sharp bill,
streaked upper parts and chestnut and grey coloration.

As the more colourful and glamorous birds dominate the bird
table and feeders, scuffling and jockeying for position, the hedge
sparrow creeps unnoticed underneath, picking up scattered seeds
and generally keeping out of the way of the noise and bustle.
Nonetheless its low-key attributes are ones to be admired,
consistent and regular in its habits it is always around in our
gardens and hedgerows and a point of consistency amidst the
changing seasons. Perhaps all us shy introverts should recognise
one of our own and vote to adopt the hedge sparrow as our
official bird.

DC
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Brickendon

Chapel of Holy Cross
& St. Alban

Services March 2026
11.00am Parish Communion Service

15t 11.00am Family Service - Mothering Sunday

For enquiries concerning the
Chapel, please contact
Virginia Haryott

01992 511575 or email
wellpondharyott@gmail.com

29th 10.15am Group Communion Service

Easter Sunday - 5t April - The service will be
Parish Communion in Bayford Church at
11.15am

Altar Flowers Church Cleaning
26t (February) Tessa Whitlow
5th March
LENT 12th March Polly Shipton
no flowers 19t March
26th March

Parish Council Meetings

Next meeting : 26th March 2026
Parish Clerk: Laura Brooks-Payne
Brickendon Liberty Parish Council
PO BOX 81, Knebworth, SG3 6YZ
Email clerk@brickendon-
liberty.org.uk

Mobile 07803 906291

Minutes: Brickendon website
www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk
Tennis Courts £5 per court per hour.
Bookings telephone 07734 715002 or
email tony.roberts@brickendon-
liberty.org.uk

Contact Janet 01992 511515

Book Club - meets first Tuesday of the
month at 8pm, contact Andrea
Trendler - 01992 511588

Pilates Tuesdays 9.15 am in
Fanshaws Room Contact

Harriet Barton, 07944 500504
or email
pilateswithharriet@hotmail.com

Brickendon Petanque Boules Club
We play at The Farmers Boy
Please note temporary playing
times
Tuesday 2pm - 3.30pm
Thursday 10am - 12 noon
Sunday 10am - 12 noon

For further information contact our
Club Secretary Janet 01992 511515
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Rowan McKellar
Personal Training and Online Coaching

Want to train like an Olympian , improve your

training capacity with expert guidance?

Want to move more but unsure where to

start?
I can help!
Rowan McKellar, two- time Olympian,
Olympic Bronze medallist
Level 3 personal trainer
Resident in Little Berkhamsted
[ offer online training from expertise—from strength and
conditioning training to circuits in your garden .
My mission is to get people in the community up and moving!
Contact rowan@rowanmckellarfitness.com

PESTS PUT TO REST

Professional Pest Control

pestsputtorest@outiook.com

07760 355393

Annual contracts available

Please call for a fre¢

Hartford Hundred Knitting & Crochet Group
and Knit n Natter
We meet every Tuesday morning and
1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings
at The Farmers Boy . For details Contact Janet 01992 511515
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Cooking Ideas by Ruth Newton

Fresh Basil Pesto

Pesto is a great versatile, store cupboard
ingredient that adds flavour to many
different dishes. The homemade version
will keep for up to a week in the fridge,
ready to add at a moments notice to
pasta, soups or casseroles. I like to make
it in a pestle and mortar, but you can use
a mini chopper instead - just add
everything and blitz until smooth.

Ingredients:

1 clove of garlic, finely chopped

1 bunch of fresh basil leaves (about 30g)
15 tsp sea salt

20g pine nuts

20g grated parmesan

2tbs olive oil

Method Remove the larger stalks from the basil leaves and tear up the leaves
into the pestle and mortar. Add the sea salt and garlic, and pound together
until you have reduced the leaves to a pulp. Add the pine nuts and crush into
the basil pulp. Add the parmesan and repeat until all the ingredients are
mashed together - it will be a bit sticky at this point. Finally add the olive oil
and stir together until combined. Transfer into a lidded jar or small dish cov-
ered in clingfilm, and store in the fridge.

Recipe Ideas:

Stir a spoonful of pesto into a bolognese sauce for spaghetti or lasagna.

Add to any green pasta dish, for example courgette and peas.

Use to flavour soup or casseroles - it goes particularly well with minestrone
or chicken by adding a spoonful at the end of cooking.

Spread on top of salmon or cod fillets before baking in the oven.

Put underneath a layer of cheese before cooking for a zingy cheese toasty.

16




Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert.

Professional carpet, rug
& upholstery cleaning

Stain & odour removal

Scotchguards
Fully insured, Free quotes.

Window, conservatory &
UPVC cleaning

Tel: 01992 586004
Mob: 07958 729074
www.dharriscleaning.co.uk

HCPC Registered Audiologist
Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,
Hearing Aids & More

2 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1]JA
01992 877666

info@hertfordhearing.co.uk
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Essendon, Woodhil],
Wild Hill & Woodside

St. Mary the Virgin

Flower Rota March

Lent—no flowers

Essendon's Parish Council Meeting - 10th March

The next meeting of Essendon Parish Council will take place on
Tuesday 10th March at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. The agenda will be
available on the Parish Council website and displayed on the village
noticeboard during the week beforehand.

Residents are warmly encouraged to come along. There is always an
opportunity to raise questions or concerns, and the Council is keen to
hear from anyone who wishes to share a local issue or idea. If you have
a query you'd like to discuss in advance, please contact the Clerk at
clerk@essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Potholes

Don'’t forget ,wherever possible, to take a photo
and report the pothole to the County Council
Highways Department.
https://eservices.hertfordshire.gov.uk/site/
portal/request/hfr-roadcycle?
cat=road_cycle&type=CW06

Essendon Tennis Courts

New members welcome.
Contact:  Nicki Whitelaw 07946 300 512 ‘)/
or
nicki.whitelaw@sky.com (ﬁ %

Subscriptions 2026
£50 family, £30 individual, £15 for a junior

18
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Rita Pallett
1939 - 2026

RS Many of us were very sad to learn

5 recently of the sudden death of

@ Essendon resident Rita Pallett.

Rita was born in the village and lived

there all her life, marrying Barry in

M 1957 and raising her two sons Duncan
ieas &7 and Jamie. The family moved into their

home in Rectory Close when it was built in 1963 and have lived

there ever since.

Becoming a grandmother and great grandmother, her family was

the focus of Rita’s life and she cherished her role as matriarch and

confidante.

Her other love was nature and animals - and she could often be

seen around the village picking greenery for her tortoise or

walking her beloved dogs. Varied interests including speedway,

greyhound racing and a huge variety of handicrafts kept her busy.

Rita loved the village and was very involved, throughout her life,

working at the school she had attended, organising events,

fundraising and supporting her neighbours and friends.

Rita was a ‘people’ person and enjoyed nothing more than talking

to anyone and everyone, often to the embarrassment of the

person who was with her! She had a wicked sense of humour and

you always knew when she was in the room - she was loved by

many and will be much missed.

JO

The family would like to thank everyone for the kind words and

memories of Rita and appreciate that people will want to

remember her and pay tribute to her. Rita requested a private

send off for close family only but the family have said there will be

the opportunity for everyone who wishes, to pay their respects to

her in due course.

With grateful thanks - Barry and family
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9)'(2;(6 DOG WALKING

All Sorts & PET SITTING

Dementia Group

hertfordvetnurse@gmail.com
All Sorts Dementia Group 07841393@"'
I
Wednesdays
10.30am to 3pm at Essendon 6
Village Hall

oo Over 10 years of veterinary
Places limited, please contact

for more information

01279 970474
allsortsdg@gmail.com
www.allsortsdg.co.uk

If you would like to volunteer
and become a member of a
great team please get in touch,
we would love to hear from
you.

nursing experience

Fully insured & DBS checked

Essendon Village Hall
Tel: 07442 499 601 ,
email: essendonvillagehall@hotmail.com

facebook.com/essendonvillagehall
essendonvillagehall.wixsite.com/
essendonvillagehall

The village hall is available for use by village
residents and organisations. It can be hired by residents or non- residents for
events, parties, weddings and other celebrations. There is a kitchen and it has
facilities for the disabled.
Current regular events at the village hall
MONDAY Pilates 7pm-8pm Contact Keti 07718 386 195
WEDNESDAY AllSorts Dementia Day Group Contact Kelly 07557 145 484
WI 3rd Wednesday evening 7.45 Contact Lyn 07971 909 540
THURSDAY Pilates 9.30-10.30 Contact Keti 07718 386 195
FRIDAY Essendon Connect Coffee and Chat9.30-11.30 am
Contact Cas 07831 341 886
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Essendon Connect

We are open every Friday morning
in the Village Hall from 9.30-11.30

for free tea, coffee, cake and lots of
chat. All residents welcome. Give us
atry!

Photos of the Soup lunches at the Village Hall last month.

K7 T|meF0

ESSENDON WI Wednesday 18th March
8.00 pm in the village hall the WI
INSPIRING WOMEN

A Lifetime in Music and Still Going Strong!

An evening of banter with Scouser Judd Lander MBHF

Judd will be taking his audience on a magical mystery tour

Please join us for what is anticipated to be an extremely entertaining evening.
Visitors welcome ( both men and women!)

Please call Lyn McCash, 07971 909540, for further information.

If you didn't attend the February meeting you missed a real treat -
Philip McKinder was an excellent speaker and kept us enthralled with the facts
about a murder case and gave us both the prosecution and defence cases—and

we had to decide if he was guilty or not guilty.

Interested in considering joining Essendon Women’s Institute?

Come along as our guest in March to meet this friendly group.
Please call Lyn McCash 07971 909540 for further information
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advertisment.

BUTCHERS BLOCK

@ LARDER

11 Dellsome Lane, Welham Green
07733 541354
E:info@butchersblock.shop
Www.butchersblock.shop
Follow us on facebook
Try our
Home Cooked Ready Meals
Veggie Boxes starting from £10
Rotisserie Chickens

AN

SJ ROOFING

CONTRACTORS

Strong Roofs.
Stronger Service.

From repairs to complete re-roofing, we handle
all types of roofing with expert craftsmanship
and attention to detail.

Our Strong Points:

« Complete roof replacements

« Roof repairs

« Flat roof replacements/repairs

« All round chimney repairs including rebuilds
« Fascla, soffit and gutter replacements

¢ And cladding!

Call now for your free estimate!

L 07775 231033

AMV CHIMNEY SWEEPS

Traditional Chimney Sweep
with brushes,
fireplace sealed and advance
vacuum technology
Used

Inglenooks, Wood burning stoves,
Agalsolid fuel stoves.
Gas fires, cowls fitted, smoke testing,
certificates issued.
Tel:07815 502798.

email
amvchimneysweeps@googlemail.com

web www.amvchimneysweeps.co.uk

Certified member of the Institute of Chimney
Sweeps

Evergreen Landscapes
All aspects of Garden Construction
undertaken.

Approved Patio and Driveway
Contractors

Walling, Pathways, Turf and Lawn
Installers, Fencing, Natural Stone
and Porcelain Specialists
Grounds Maintenance Contractors
for Private or Commercial Properties

Office 01707655511
Mobile call Ron on 07747841103
Email:-
sales@evergreenlandscapes.co.uk

Cvergreenf
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Master Art Workshop are launching our
2026 Programme with the
following workshops:-

Saturday 28t March at Little Berkhamsted,
Acrylics with Deana Kim Page
10am - 1pm price £50 includes all materials and
refreshments, suitable for all levels

Saturday 11t April at Little Berkhamsted.
Mixed Media with Sera Knight
10am -4pm price £90 lunch included, suitable for all levels
Saturday 25t April at Dutch Marketplace.
Pressed Flower Art with Lis Moon
10am -1pm price £65 all materials and lunch included, suitable fo

all levels

For dates and to book visit http://w.masterartworkshops.com or
email suewilliams021@aol.com

Follow us on social media to keep up with our news -

Facebook page is www.facebook.com/masterartworkshops

HS@»

HERTFORD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

=

' -PCHAIKOVSKY v Saturday
:\ugene Onegin P i ‘Waltz, 21st March 2026

7.45pm
BEAM, Hertford

rm;uus Violin :
w Solonst Laure Chan

Tickets Adults £20 Students/Children £8 Conductor: Daniel Hogan
Available from www.beamhertford.co.uk
BEAM, The Wash, Hertford SG14 1PS Leader: Auguste Copeland B
Registered Charity No. 270513 Stage Screen Social
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Please men tion HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert.

plumbiAry

Plumbing and Heating

From broken boilers to leaky oos!

o Bathroominstallations
W/ Boller installs, service and repair
W Fully qualified and inslired engineers
W Free, noobligation quotes
GAS @ m
calkrk o795 307s9 (Sale

REGISTER

Www.plumbistry.couk — plumbistryltd@gmail.com
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert.

Looking For a Reliable

Electrician?

- Repairs and - Additional
Upgrades Sockets

« Full Rewiring « Garden Lighting

« Partial Rewiring - Security Lights

« EV Chargers - Video Doorbells

No job too small
Prompt and reliable
Friendly local business here to help

Verve

electrical solutions

Call: 07309 064525

Email: christian@verveelectricalsolutions.co.uk

=
uln: =z Cheekatrade.com
RAPPROVE
C

ONTRACTOR

Rated

MYBuilder
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St Andrews  The Church is open every day.

Little Berkhamsted,
Howe Green &
Epping Green

Church cleaning

7th March Sandie Ash and
Diane Stanbrook

20t March  Jeff and Louise

Robinson

Wellbeing Class Baby Group
Mondays at 10am. Every Tuesday Drop in....
Learn how to keep yourself The group meets in the morning
healthy and well. and after lunch.
For more details, call Please feel free to use the toys
Beverly on 07989 181 847 and make yourself a coffee. The
Everyone welcome. Church is open, and you are _wel-

come to use the space for children

anytime.To join the Baby Group
BigBlackHen.com Contact

The beautifully simple way Sandie 01707 875 221
to sell your home.

Thinking of selling your home?
| . Needles & Pins
offer local expertise
(I grew up in “Little B”),
innovative marketing and personal Alterations &
“service” all for a low fixed fee

_ Upcycling
Call Nigel Adams on:
01992 878580 Experienced needleworker

Contact Dee for a quote
needlesandpins.dee@gmail.com

07581 699 597
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News from Little Berkhamsted Parish Council

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 18th March 2026 at
7.30pm in the village hall. The agenda is published on the website and village
noticeboard the week before the meeting and residents are welcome to send
questions and comments to the clerk beforehand, clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk
or attend the meeting and ask in person.

EAST HERTS COUNCIL GOES LIVE ON PARKING APP
East Herts Council has gone live on the National Parking
Platform (NPP), giving drivers more choice over how they pay
for parking.

The platform is designed to remove the frustration of having to
download multiple parking apps. Drivers can choose which of
the existing popular apps such as RingGo, JustPark, Appy
Parking, Caura, APCOA Connect and the council’s existing
provider, PayByPhone, they would like to use as they will now
all work in all East Herts car parks.

This means residents and visitors can use the app they already
have, rather than downloading a new one when they arrive.
East Herts Council has gone live on the platform alongside
Welwyn Hatfield and Stevenage Councils.

COUNCIL VACANCY
We have a vacancy to become a Parish Councillor. The civil
parish of Little Berkhamsted covers the village of Little
Berkhamsted and the hamlets of Epping Green and Howe
Green. The council comprises seven elected members and
meets in the village hall at 7.30pm usually on the 3rd
Wednesday of alternate months. Being a councillor is all about
giving back to your community by bringing your energy,
passion, and hard-working attitude. By doing this, you can
make a real difference to the local community.
Please email: clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk to register your
interest and to find out more.
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Little Berkhamsted
Community Facilities for Hire
The Village Hall has recently been insulated and redecorated. It has

disabled access and toilet, a fully equipped kitchen for any refreshment
needs, a table tennis table, internet access and projector equipment.

The cricket and community pavilion has a fully equipped kitchen, bar
area, changing rooms and shower facilities.

Hire Charge

(per hour):

LB Resident:£12
Non residents £17

For further details
contact: Sandie Ash
01707 875221

LITTLE
BERKHAMSTED

AAAAA

CALLING LOCAL BUSINESSES
Do you have a local business that could benefit from using our
village facilities? Or are you looking at starting a new business
and you require a venue to accommodate this? We have two
fantastic facilities that are available to hire on an hourly basis.

Our Village Hall and Pavillion have both been recently renovat-
ed and provide ample space for a range of uses. Please get in
touch to find out more. For enquiries or bookings, please
contact Sandie Ash on 01707 875221 or

clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk
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St Andrew's Church News
Friends of St Andrews Pancake Supper

28 people came together in the Little B village hall
on Shrove Tuesday to enjoy a warm evening of
food and fellowship. There was an array of home
cooking with quiches ranging from Quiche Lor-
raine, spinach and ricotta, asparagus and Chevre,
salmon and watercress, salmon and courgette, as
well as pizzas, all accompanied by Tuscan, Wal-
dorf and green salads and coleslaw. This plentiful

feast was followed by as many pancakes as you . .

. . Weddings, Baptisms and
could eat. After we had finished eating, there was other matters.
a very challenging pancake quiz and a raffle with || Registration is held on

some tempting prizes. Many thanks to Maggie, the 1stand 3rd Saturdays
Norma, Margery, Sandie, Reuben and Siena for all | of ¢ach month
. ' . 10.00 to 11.30 am at
their help. All funds raised went to the Little Berkhamsted
church" Sarah B. Church
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Want to see the most up to date news, events and notices hap-
pening in Little Berkhamsted? Or book our fabulous Village Hall
or Pavillion? Visit www.littleberkhamsted.org.uk for the latest
updates, booking of facilities and information about our
community.

CLOTHES BIN
Any spare clothes? There is a clothes bin located at the entrance
of the Little Berkhamsted Recreation field. If you have any spare
items including clothing, shoes, bags or belts, please donate. All

| EMMIE MURPHY'S
| VILLAGE STORE

CHURCH ROAD,
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED
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Bespoke Home Care

Providing reliable and compassionate personal care, Jacqueline,
with 20 years’ experience in social care, provides personalised
care for the elderly or individuals with learning disabilities- for
independence and quality of life. Fully insured and DBS checked.

Contact Jacqueline 07792 066181 or Jacquelinepa@mail.com

lan J. Johnston .
Chartered Physiotherapist HPC Registered

achievéphgsio

relieve - restore - improve

Qualified for over 25 years

PHYSIOTHERAPY TREATMENT
AT YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE

for musculoskeletal & mobility problems related to sport, work, DIY,
gardening, medical conditions, operations, accidents & falls, or merely
the ravages of time!

Phone Ian at achievephysio on 07702 871780
Email: info@achievephysio.co.uk Web: www.achievephysio.co.uk

Fully Insured & DBS certified

Let us make your home shine
Let us take the stress out of cleaning your home

Mobile collection date for making it a clean and fresh space to relax
donations at the Regular Cleans

; Deep Cleans
Dutch Marketplace End of Tenancy Cleans

Pre Sale CI

Tuesday March 17th S
10am-2pm Call for a quote today
Note change of day from 07733245788

Monday to Tuesday
30
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March Quiz ... Answers on page 38
Brain teaser - Answer next month.

1. In which UK cathedral is the Whispering Gallery?
2. Which British rock group had a hit in 1964 with “The House of the
Rising Sun”
3. The Albanian flag has a black two headed eagle on which colour back-
ground?
4. The Saracens and the Harlequins are teams in which UK sport?
5. In Greek mythology, which goddess did Paris choose as the winner of a
beauty contest?
6. Which English city has the nickname “Pompey”?
7. How many US states include a cardinal compass point in their name?
8. What is the maximum number of 20p pieces you can offer for a pur-
chase to remain legal tender?
9. Where will the 2030 winter Olympics be held?
10. In which Shakespeare play is the St Crispin’s Day speech made on the
eve of the Battle of Agincourt?
Brain teaser Can you name the 10 EU capital cities that do not have either
an E or a U in their name?

- P s it

-> e
W ES TeS®N S \ DIGITAL FREEVIEW AERIAL INSTALLATIONS
EXTRATV POINTS and SKY PLAYBACK
INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN AERIAL REPAIRS and STORM DAMAGE
gk e DAB/FM AERIALS and COMMUNAL TV SYSTEMS
Here for you at your time of need ' FREESAT HD, SKY+HD and SKY Q
PiotessionalServices with HIDDEN DISH SPECIALISTS and FOREIGN SATELLITE

PLASMA/LCD/LED TV, AUDIO and DVD REPAIRS

Personal Care
TV WALL INSTALLATIONS and HIDDEN CABLES

Bespoke 24 Hour ‘ Private Chapel WIRELESS BURGLAR INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS
Funeral Plans Service of Rest CCTV SYSTEMS IN FULL HD - WATCH ON YOUR TABLET OR
SMART PHONE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
01992 260 800

_ WIF| ACCESS POINTS and DATA NETWORK DISTRIBUTION
[pQueseas dd  SONOS and HOME CINEMA AUDIO SPECIALTS

www.westsfunerals.com
110 Fore Street, Hertford SG14 1AB Lt BLUE BE

y _

UNIT 1B, FOXHOLES AVENUE, HERTFORD 5613 7)G
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1979 » ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED
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Diamond Pest Control

Diamond Pest
Control have a
solution to any pest
problems you may be
encountering.

If you need a wasp nest removed
or are experiencing issues with
rodents, moths, cockroaches,
pigeons or any other pests you
can contact us on the number
below.

We are recruiting for new
technicians to join our team. Call
us or send us your CV if you are
interested! 0208 889 1036
info@diamondpestcontrol.co.uk
www.diamondpestcontrol.co.uk

Herts Computer Services

Call Iain on 07787 157 937
or email:

iain@hertscomputerservices.com
Home or small business

IT support
PC health checks & virus removal
Broadband internet issues
Data recovery
Laptop repairs such as screen re-
placement
PC hardware repairs & installations
Wireless networking
Website & internet address setup
Microsoft server installations & small
business support
Microsoft & Comptia Certified
Microsoft Small Business Specialist

ROY FRITH
VACUUM CLEANER
SALES,
SPARES & REPAIRS

RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES

01992 503991

13 TALBOT
STREET
HERTFORD
SG13 7BX
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€
Little
Bees

# Hatrd

Music Classes

for 0-4s and their grown ups

® Songs, dances, rhymes

¢ Puppets and instruments

* Specialist teacher

® Siblings discounts

¢ Great music! Loads of fun!

www.katieneilsonmusic.org/little-bees

Cotver aod ehjoy Yoo ford
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Interior & Exterior

J C-KEENAN
Ambient
DECORATING SERVICES

PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALISTS

01992 554941 | 07769 356310
All aspects undertaken:

enquiries@ambientheatingsolutions.com
Excellent references of . . .
. www.ambientheatingsolutions.com
Character ¢ workmanship:
Natural Gas, LPG & Oil
Home 01707 882927 Fully Insured
Mobile 07899 96¢ 436

Rated excellent on * Trustpilot
Jjohnh.keehan2@gmail.com

<ZWORCESTER

Accredited Installer

Q(\g\&//b\)\i) @}&be\)@ ®Vaillant mMi .ergy'

ADVANCE INSTALLER

Repairs to Fine Antiques
And Contemporary Furniture
French Polishing, Spray Finishing,

Cabinet Making and Design, Veneering, Boulle Work,
Leather Lining, Marquetry, Re-upholstering,
Caning and Rushwork, Carving and Turning,

Clock Restoration, Clock Servicing,
Repairs to Metal Artefacts, Quality Fabric Sales.

A work guananteed to the
bighest Standarde, Eotatlished 1991,

David Oakes
01992 511251 / 07860 954977
S — S D

( FJ /3 . “‘(2 ( F!




Newgate Street
Ponsbourne
St Mary

Church Open for quiet contemplation,
and personal prayer
every Wednesday, 9.30 to 12.30

What’s On in Newgate Street
Village Coffee morning Monday, March 2nd -10.30-12.30 at the
Crown . Every first Monday of the month Note new time.

Table Tennis: Tuesday evenings, 7.30 - 9.30pm in the
Village Hall. £1 pay and play

Tennis - Tuesday mornings, 9.30-10.30am Village Courts.
Term time only. Contact 07710 507 215

Book Swap - Pre read books to buy £1 or swap 50p, in the Village Hall
Post Office Tuesday & Thursday mornings.

Village Chat - WhatsApp group for people living in the village. To join
the group contact 07710 507 215

Village Pub Social - 8pm the second Friday of every month in either
The Crown or The Coach & Horses Pub. Come along to meet friends and
make new ones. See Village Chat WhatsApp group or Village website for
details.

Post Office. A small Post Office is open on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings in the village hall.

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS : from website
www.newgatestreet.org/ Follow the link to Hall Rental to Book
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Re-opens for the spring
season on March 14,

Celtic Harmony Camp . @

2026, featuring weekend Visitengland

activities like the Faery HIDDEN

Trail, Brickendon Disc GEM

‘B Golf, and the Woodland 2024-2025
& Bistro.
The Faery Trail
Step into a world of wonder this
Easter Dragon Quest spring! As the woodland wakes
Celebrate Easter with a mythical up, the Fairies of Celtic Harmony
adventure at Celtic Harmony Camp! Set Camp have returned to their
among beautiful woodland and thatched | | secret village. We invite little
roundhouses, your family can join a explorers to take on a magical
forest Dragon Egg Hunt and get quest: wander through ancient
creative with ancient crafts like clay trees, solve fairy riddles, and
modeling and rush weaving. Between spot tiny hidden homes. Every
mammoth hunting and shelter building, child who completes the trail
you'll experience the magic of tribal will receive a magical pouch of
drumming, friction fire-lighting demos, lucky crystals to make their
and Celtic storytelling by the hearth. spring wishes come true!
Date: Monday 30 March - Friday 3 Every Weekend: 14 March -
April, 2026 26 April, 2026
For more information visit celticharmony.org.

Essendon Bellringers ring at
St Mary’s Essendon

The bellringers ring for Sunday services and
special occasions . They practise on Tuesday
evenings 8-9pm.

They would like to welcome new members

to learn the intricate art of English bell ringing.
Come to listen and maybe join us.

It’s skillful and fun!

Contact Colin 07540 351530
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert.

WINDOW CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Excellent standards guaranteed or your money back!
Contact us direct for a list of services provided or visit
our Website or Facebook Page:

A0ll: 07737 375618 gleamteamwindowcleaners@outlook.com
www.gleamteamwindowcleaners.com § @gleamteamwindowcleaners

OALLAND GARDENS
L &M SWAIN

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

ALL TYPES OF GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN
REGULAI;NI(\:;;T;?FENANCE AND ONE OFF TIDY UPS
HEDGES CUTTING PRUNING
TURF LAYING PRESSURE WASHING
FENCING PATIOS LAID
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JAMES ROBINSON

¢+ o PLANT HIRE
+ + GROUNDWORKS
+ « PAVING
+ + DRIVEWAYS
+ + LANDSCAPING
+ ¢ SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
+ o+ SITE CLEARANCE AND PREPARATION
+ + DEMOLITION
Please call to discuss your needs

07860 445203

admin@j-robinson.co.uk
www.j-robinson.co.uk

BK Marquee
Hire
For all your special

events.
Free quotations

JUST FEET Foot Health.

Nail cutting, Corns, Verrucas,
Thickened Nails, Split Heels,
Athlete’s Foot,

Warts, Hard Skin, Calluses

and site visit.
Mobile Foot Health
Table and chairs Professional
g Catering, BBQs
fi 118 Hog Roast
Staging and Dance Deborah McLoughlin, MCFHP
Floor. MAFHP
01707 271054 Tel: 07973 872967
Mobile: 07960 842998
e-mail: bkmarqueehire@gmail.com e-mail:
Web site: bkmarqueehire.co.uk d.a.mcloughlin@btopenworld.com
facebook.com/bkmarqueehire.
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Answers to March quiz from page 31 and February Brain Teaser

March quiz answers :

1.St Pauls Cathedral; 2.The Animals; 3. Red ; 4. Rugby Union;

5. Aphrodite ; 6 Portsmouth; 7.5: West Virginia, North and South Dakota,
North and South Carolina; 8.50 x 20p coins - up to the value of £10 ;

9. French Alps ; 10. Henry Vth

Answer to February brain teaser - The Danube River flows through
which ten European countries:?

Starting in Germany's Black Forest and emptying into the Black Sea,, it flows
through: Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria,
Romania, Moldova, and Ukraine,.

GARDENING
Do You:
NEED a strong pair of hands for those gardening jobs
NEED your vegetable garden dug.
NEED your grass/hedges cut
NEED logs moving/splitting
NEED terraces or garden furniture pressure washed.

NEED shed or fences painted Then | am your man!
Time to suit, 7 days a week. £12 per hour .(£14 if using own
machinery) Minimum 2 hours Transport required

I do not use mains electrical hedge cutters or mowers.
Please ring Paul Curson 01707 875 622,

—— HAZEL WOODLAND —— Master Locksmiths and Security
ORGANIC
CLEANING SERVICES G J Locksmiths
d @ = 9 The Broadway,
Js. =440 Old Hatfield, AL9 5BG
B citaeT, st uiihg our own Tel: 01707 515 510
products that are:
* Non-toxic * Chemical free MOb: 07774 866333

* No irritants * No hazardous substances
* All products guarantee to kill 99.9% of all bacteria

- Safe for children and pets www.gjlocksmithshatfield.co.uk
Kb thbmaitonn fiee, martm@g-;—/ocksm:thg co.uk

spotlessly clean & Fragrant Fresh. Fast reliable service

Essendon « Wildhill « Letty Green * Ponsbourne FREE su I’VeyS tO II'ISU rance or

Little Berkhamsted « Howe Green * Cole Green

police specification.

07950 291925 phone Martin Shadbolt
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Hertfordshire Landscapes

All work guaranteed ‘
All Aspects of Landscaping and Paving N
We offer a variety of services including: Liws

New driveway and patio installation
Driveway and patio restoration

High pressure cleaning

Fencing

Turfing and artificial grass

Shed base installation

Sleeper & decorative wall installation

* & 6 6 o o o

Public liability insured . Call us on:

01707 260 017 or 07979 845 848
For more information please visit our
website www.hertfordshirelandscapes.co.uk

=

Roofing Experts in Hertfordshire
& Surrounding Areas SPECTS

Family-Owned & Operated R OO F I N G

New Roofs and Repairs * Flat roofs and Repairs
Slates,Tiles and Chimneys *All Brickwork and Pointing
Valleys & All Leadworks * uPVC Fascias
Soffits, Cladding & Guttering* Painting & Decorating
Dampproofing
Why Choose Us?
Experienced Professionals
Quality Materials
Customer Satisfaction
Competitive Pricing
Free Quotes
01707 818 090 07551371116

www.aspectsroofing.net
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert.

PRE-SCHOOL &

FULL DAYCARE

appledaycare.co.uk \/ &
P

Cleer = apple
G==8" clay care Ltd

CHANGING FUTURES TODAY

appledaycare@mail.com
Tel: 01707 872 949

Hartford Hundred West Group of Parishes (1 (1% (HURCH

OF ENGLAND

Visit the Hartford Hundred web site at

hartfordhundred.org.uk/
for full details of telephone and Zoom services

Village Halls.
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED WILD HILL 01707 642632
01707 875221 BAYFORD 07970 376271
(Facilities for the disabled) ( Facilities for the disabled)
NEWGATE STREET BRICKENDON 01992 511551
01707 874388 + online ESSENDON 07442 499601
(Facilities for the disabled) (Facilities for the disabled)
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The co;hpléte

. funeral service

24 hour service

Private Cha.pels of Rest

Bespoke Funeral Plans

Own Crematorium

438 3 : .
HITCHIN » 01462 438422 :
KNEBWORTH - 01438 812365 Harwood Park
BUNTINGFORD =« 01763 274111 The perfect serting to commemorate
WELWYN GARDEN CITY - 01707 390018 the life of your loved one
WELWYN - 01438 714686 -
HERTFORD - 01992 582052
WARE - 01920 468551
LETCHWORTH - 01462 684292
HODDESDON = 01920 471709
HARWOOD PARK - 01438 812515

Crematorium and memorial
gardens created and managed by
the Austin family in the beautiful

Hertfordshire countryside.

www.austins.co.uk www.crematorium.co.uk 1

Serving the local community for ten generations

| & B ELECTRICAL

Domestic & Commercial

o Rewires . . »
e Fuse Boxes Tldy & EfﬁClent
e Security
e Extra Sockets 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e [ighting Points
e Smoke Detectors
; Tel: 01707 262771 -
o Cectric Cookers Mobile: 07861 398288 5"y,
. pA 3\
e Phone Points Family run business B %ﬁ_'\%'

e Ring video doorbells

o
1

info@ib-electrical.co.uk
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MAGAZINE TEAM

Editorial and Advertising
Cas Blackman, 42 High Road, Essendon AL9 6HW
editor@parishmagazine.org 07831 341 886

Proof readers: Sjoerd Rijpkema; Paula Marshall; Susan Wombwell;
Anthony (Tony) Wright
Graphics Photographs by Gerald Plumb unless otherwise credited.

Treasurer
Jane Oram, Bedwell End, Essendon, AL9 6HL
treasurer@parishmagazine.org 01707 261 238

General Distributor
Peter Chivers , 53 Wildhill, Essendon AL9 6EA
peterchivers53@gmail.com 01707 642 622

Parish Distributors
BAYFORD: Jane Honeyman, 22 Well Row, SG13 8PW 01992 511 391

BRICKENDON: John & Janet Rees, 8 Brickendon Green, SG13 8PB.

01992 511 515
ESSENDON: Shirley Christison, 24 Rectory Close, AL9 6HG,

01707 261 437
WILD HILL: Sue Horner, Butlers Mead, 3 Hornbeam Lane, AL9 6JF

07768 166 938
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED: Margery Bailey, The Tower House,
Stockings Lane, SG13 8LW 01707 875 791

NEWGATE STREET: Angela Bryant, 29 Newgate Street Village, SG13 8RA
01707 874 805

Postal Distribution: Peter Chivers, 53 Wildhill, Essendon, AL9 6EA
peterchivers53@gmail.com 01707 642 622

Copy for the magazine by the 12th of each month , please or earlier
if possible. Please note this is the deadline for copy and NOT the

target. Subscription rates for 2026: 90p per copy or £9 for a year.

Postal rates: 2nd class only £27.00

The Editor reserves the right to shorten or omit articles or refuse advertisements. The opinions
expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of Clergy, Editor or Publishers. The
inclusion of advertisements in the magazine does not imply their endorsement by Clergy, Editor
or Publishers.




Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert.

Pepper p e T
g BURGESS ]
& Phillips | & Sons y

Independent Family Funeral Directors
Established 1839

Personal Service Pre-Paid Funerals Bespoke Funerals

0800 174220

WwWWw.jjburgess.co.uk ﬁ

"BURGESS |

4 J
LOVING MEMORY ( oy

A DEAR MOTHER
QUE PHUONG TH &N
DIED 2071 DECEMBER 1984

AGED 75 YEARS

\ MEMORIALS 4

Ind d Family Mo ental Masons
Establised 1839

01707 241781




2 Championship Golf Courses
Padel Courts
Toptracer Driving Range
Golf Club Fitting Studio
Par 3 Short Course
Farmhouse Accommodation

www.essendoncc.co.uk




