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DIOCESE OF ST. ALBANS 
 

The Bishop of St Albans:  Vacant 
The Bishop of Hertford:   The Rt. Revd. Jane Mainwaring 
Archdeacon:                      The Venerable Janet Mackenzie  
Rural Dean:                        The Revd. Mark Dunstan  
Assistant Rural Dean:       The Revd. Ysmena Pentelow  

 

THE PARISHES OF BAYFORD & BRICKENDON, LITTLE BERKHAMSTED, 
 ESSENDON & WOODHlLL & PONSBOURNE 

RECTOR: Revd. Theresa Musiwacho,  
Hartford Hundred Rectory,  

1 Little Berkhamsted Lane, Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LU.  
Telephone: 01707 875940   email - hartfordhundred@outlook.com 

 

Communion to the sick, Notice of Banns and of Marriage by arrangement with the Minister. See p27 
Please advise us of any cases of sickness so that prayers may be offered  

or where they may be of any assistance.  

ST ANDREW’S - LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
Sandie Ash, Hall Cottage, 7 Church Road, 
Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LY   01707 875221 
 

PCC SECRETARY 
Ian Bailey, Tower House, Stockings Lane, 
Little Berkhamsted. SG13 8LW  01707 875791 
 

TREASURER  
Christopher Nunn, Trewinnard House, Little 
Berkhamsted, SG13 8LS            07885 464055 
  
  
 
 
ST MARY - BAYFORD and HOLY CROSS 
and ST ALBAN – BRICKENDON 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
  

  

PCC SECRETARY 
 
  

TREASURER  
Mrs. L. Fitzjohn, Home Farm, Bayford Lane, 
Bayford 
 

ORGANIST  
Mrs V Haryott, Wellpond Cottage, Brickendon, 
SG13 8NU                                  01992 511575 
 
 
 
 
 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN - ESSENDON and 
WOODHILL, AL9 6AS 
  

CHURCHWARDENS 

Paul Wombwell, 27 Rectory Close, Essendon, 
AL9 6HG                                     01707 273729 
Colin Rees  2, Letty Green, Hertford, 
SG14 2NZ.                                 07540 351530. 
colin4444@yahoo.com 
 

PCC SECRETARY  
C Blackman, 42 High Road, Essendon,        
AL9 6HW                                    07831 341886 
casblackman@yahoo.com 
 
 

TREASURER  
Nick Pickard, Cucumber Hall, Essendon,      
AL9 6JB                                      07779 325847 
     

 
ST MARY - PONSBOURNE  
  

CHURCHWARDEN AND TREASURER  

Phil Ryan 
50, New Park Road, Newgate Street,  
SG13 8RF                                  01707 876151 
phil.ryan47@gmail.com  
 
ORGANIST  
P Minchinton, 14 Byfield, Welwyn Garden City, 

AL8 7AL                              01707 323742 
  

 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR 

Cas Blackman 
editor@parishmagazine.org 

The Parish Magazine is also available online, free of charge.  
Google ‘HHW Parish Magazine’.  

For the HHW web site, Google ‘Hartford Hundred West’. 
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Rector’s Letter       .                                       Revd. Theresa Musiwacho 

 Dear all,                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Hebrews 12:2 says: “Looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.”    
The phrase “looking to Jesus” means focusing our attention on Him. Some 
Bible translations express this as “fixing our eyes on Jesus.” In everyday 
life, people often look up to those who have succeeded. They admire them 
and hope to follow in their footsteps. When people see someone achieve 
something great, it inspires them to believe they can do the same. There is a 
common saying: “See it, be it.” This idea suggests that when you can picture 
a goal and see someone else accomplish it, it becomes easier to believe that 
you too can reach that goal. Visualising success often motivates people to 
turn their dreams into reality.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
In a similar way, the Bible encourages us to focus on Jesus. Although He is 
God, He came into the world to show us how to live and how to remain faith-
ful. Think of someone playing darts. Before throwing the dart, the player 
carefully fixes their eyes on the exact spot they want to hit on the board. 
Their attention is fully focused on that target. If their focus shifts, even slight-
ly, the dart may miss the mark .  Another example is table tennis. The table 
is small and the ball moves very quickly. Players must keep their eyes con-
stantly on the tiny ball. Even a brief loss of focus can cause them to miss the 
shot. The game requires concentration, attention, and quick reactions.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
In the same way, our spiritual journey requires focus. Hebrews 12:1 reminds 
us to “lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily entangles us.” 
Distractions can easily cause us to lose focus. These distractions may come in 
many forms—temptations, worries, discouragement, or the pressures of life. 
Overcoming them requires determination, God’s grace, and the help of the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus Himself faced suffering, yet He did not give up. If He had 
given up on the cross, the purpose of His coming would have been in vain. 
But because of the joy set before Him, He endured the cross and completed 
His mission.  
 
The Bible encourages us not to give up either. Galatians 6:9 reminds us: “Let 
us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a har-
vest if we do not give up.” As human beings, we sometimes reach moments 
when we feel tired and want to stop.   But we should remember that others 
may be watching our example.  Someone might be saying, “If John made it, I 
can make it too,” or “If Mary didn’t give up, then I will keep going.”Brothers 
and sisters, the journey of faith is not always 
easy.                                                          Continued on page 5……. 
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APRIL  2026 Calendar  
Easter Services 
Friday 3rd April  Good Friday 
10.00 Easter Garden    Essendon 
11.00 Easter Story    On Line 
12.00 One hour at the cross  Little Berkhamsted 
18.30 Evening Service   Essendon 
Saturday 4th April 
19.30 Easter Lights  Vigil  Ponsbourne 
Sunday 5th April  Easter Day 
09.30 Parish Communion  Essendon 
09.30 Parish Communion   Ponsbourne  
11.15 Parish Communion   Bayford 
11.15 Parish Communion  Little Berkhamsted 
 
Sunday  12th April   
09.30   Parish Communion  Bayford 
11.00   Family Service    Little Berkhamsted 
Sunday  19th April 
09,30  Family Service   Essendon 
09,30  Parish Communion   Ponsbourne 
11.00 Family Service   Brickendon  
Sunday 26th April 
09.30 Parish Communion  Little Berkhamsted 
11.00 Family Service   Bayford 
18.30 Evensong   Essendon 
Sunday  3rd May 
09.30  Family Service   Ponsbourne    
09.30 Parish Communion   Essendon 
11.00 Parish Communion   Brickendon 
Wednesdays  
09.30  Holy Communion Service, Essendon , followed by coffee 
10.15  Telephone Service  - Dial 03306060403 then enter                                              
 access code  568124 then press # key (this number is free) 

PARISH REGISTER 
    Name                         Date                        Community 
Baptism                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Aloise Cathrine CLAYTON  01 March 2026             Ponsbourne                                                               
Interment of Ashes                                                                                                                                                                                               
Margaret BURGESS           20 February 2026         Essendon                                                                               
Christine NEWCOMBE      25 February 2026             Ponsbourne                                                                                           
Eli GRAHAM                             4 March 2026                Essendon                                                                                  
Memorial Service                                                                                                                                                                                             
Sheila Maureen PARKER     26 February 2026           Little Berkhamsted                
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Order your logs for the winter now —  don’t miss 
out. The  Church Woodyard  provides  donations 
for the Church.  It is well stocked with top quality, 
well-aged logs . 

Please  give us as much notice as possible  as  
deliveries are weather dependent.     
               Call Colin on 07540 351 530 

Prayer Share 

Almighty God, you are our source of faith. Jesus Christ you 
were sent to us because the Father loves us. We pray for the 
grace to continually fix our attention to you, Jesus , that at the 
end we obtain eternal life. We pray all this through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour who is alive.  Amen. 

From the editor  
Are you a local historian with a story to tell? 
 I would like to include an occasional local history section—    
starting with the history of the 5 churches or other  buildings or 
monuments—are there any local historians with a good tale to 
tell about historic facts about our villages?  
The series starts this month with the history of the Chapel in 
Brickendon—see page  17  for the full story. 
 
Take note also of the  “Walk 100 miles challenge” for  CPRE 
Herts—the local countryside charity ……..    details on page 29 

Rector’s letter continued from page 3….                                                                       

. Yet Hebrews 12:1 encourages us to “run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us.” As Christians, we are not alone—we have the Holy Spirit 

who strengthens us in our weaknesses and helps us continue when the path is 

difficult.  May this season of Lent, as we journey toward Easter, encourage us 

to focus our hearts and minds on Jesus. Let us fix our eyes on Him, follow His 

example, and persevere in faith. He endured suffering for our sake, laid aside 

every burden, and now sits at the right hand of God. 

                                                                                      The Reverend Theresa Musiwacho 
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Garden Notes  April 

The recent welcome warm rain 
and the amazing way that       
nature adapts to these changes 
has suddenly  encouraged      
welcome thoughts about the 
days ahead with our gardening 
plans. In these rather                
extraordinary times we are     

living through, our normal gardening must also adapt and, more      
importantly, continue to be enjoyed by us all! 
The one thing that I think we can all recognise is the extraordinary 
way plants of all sorts, both ’treasures’ and weeds, adapt to these 
changes and we in turn in our different ways should ‘go with it’.  
I am not sure whether others feel as I do, but I have been finding     
myself ‘potting up’ spare bits when I have been ‘cutting back’ or     
moving plants obviously now in the wrong place and am often amazed 
at how quickly they adapt accordingly to their change of position!  
Our usual early bulbs this year have been a joy but I realise that I    
certainly have some in entirely the  wrong place particularly ‘height-
wise’ and I must be bolder sorting this out!   
Continue to ’swap’ plants with fellow gardening friends and again it is 
often surprising what grows well in our different  gardens!  
Happy Gardening in the weeks ahead!   
Germander Speedwell   

Jobs for April  - April is a busy, high-growth month focused on preparing 
for summer.   
Key jobs include  
 Feed spring bulbs, plant summer bulbs (like lilies and dahlias), 
 Mulch borders to retain moisture, 
 Prune spring-flowering shrubs (e.g., forsythia) after they fade. 
 Pinch out tips of fuchsias and sweet peas for bushier growth 
 Sow hardy annuals directly outside,  e.g. sunflowers and poppies 
 Dig over vegetable plots, removing weeds and incorporating       

compost or manure. 
 Start sowing hardy vegetables, divide perennials, and protect new 

growth from late frosts. 
 Start tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, and courgettes indoors or in a 

greenhouse. 
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Bayford 
 

St. Mary’s Church 

  Bayford Primary School 
  15 or 30 hours provision for 3–5 year olds       
 Qualified and dedicated adults 
  A vibrant and stimulating classroom       
 Fantastic outdoor area providing adventure and fun 
 Small classes allowing all needs to be met 
 Wrap around care available 

Interested?     Why not contact us to arrange a visit. 
01992 511 259   admin@bayford.herts.sch.uk 

Church Cleaner                            
Sandra Maniez  & Andrea Trendler                             

To read the minutes and agendas just Google ‘Bayford Parish Council’ and follow 
the link to ‘Minutes’.  

Meetings.  Please check the website.    
The next meeting is the 11th May. Annual  Meeting, 8pm in the Memorial Hall. 
Michael Wainwright , Chairman.  01707 875970. 
clerk@bayfordparishcouncil.org.uk   

Bell’s Wood Sara Saunders Head of Planning at EHC, has still not replied to 

our multiple requests for a Zoom meeting about the outstanding Certificate of 
Lawfulness application. The central issue is the number of mobile homes       
allowed on the site. 

Friends of The Baker Arms. A revised planning application has been sub-
mitted by McM. The PC and FOBA have posted letters on the website, broadly in 
support of the revised application. We recognise this application is not ideal, 
but we consider it to be the best we are likely to obtain. It does address a num-
ber of issues raised by us, and others, in particular the width of the footway, and 
customer parking. 
Prof. Alan Wilson, FRS. We are deeply saddened and shocked by the news of 
the death of Alan Wilson, when his light aircraft crashed in Namibia. His          
research into animal locomotion, conducted over many years, at the RVC and in 
Africa, was of international importance. He was our neighbour at Broad Green 
Wood. He is survived by his wife Anna and children.  

BAYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
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BAYFORD MEMORIAL HALL                                Newly refurbished  and 

decorated hall           New kitchen with all mod cons                            

Disabled  facilities    *      Car park                                                                                                        

Thriving kindergarten Monday to  Friday  

Judo   Wednesday evenings 

Weekends and school holidays  available,    day time and  evenings                                                                                            

Further details:     Booking Secretary  Maureen 07970 376 271 

Remembering Terry Hayne                                                                              
Bayford Church, Sunday 26th April 

 
Everyone is warmly invited to join us at Bayford Church for our 
11am Family Service on Sunday 26 April. This will be a regular 
Sunday service, but it will also include a time to remember and 
give thanks for the life of our dear friend Terry, who passed 
away at the end of November last year. 
 
Terry served faithfully as Churchwarden at Bayford for many 
years, and his dedication, kindness and steady presence meant a 
great deal to our church and local community. During the service 
we will share a few tributes, sing some of his favourite hymns, 
and give thanks for the contribution he made to so many lives. 
 
All are very welcome to come and join us at 11am as we            
remember Terry together.  
Coffee/tea will be served afterwards. 
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BAYFORD MEMORIAL HALL                                                                                       

The Hall has been totally refurbished 

Newly decorated hall                                                 

New bright lighting                                                     

Brand new kitchen with all mod cons          

Fresh modern curtains 

Disabled facilities                   

Car park                                                                     

Thriving kindergarten Monday— Friday  

Judo  Wednesday evenings 

Weekends and school holidays  available , day time and evenings 

Further details booking secretary Maureen 07970376271 

 

 

                                                                             
Private 1:1 & 2:1 Pilates session                                                                 

Reformer * Tower * Mat                                                                                                                              
All levels welcome — from complete beginners to advanced.       

Sessions are individually adapted to your level, goals and pace 
drawing on over 10 years of teaching experience.                                                                   

Boutique Private Studio in Bayford.                                                                                                         

Call/WhatsApp: 07827 440709                                                                
Instagram: @SamFletcherPilates 
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Cucumber Fields 
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Essendon Nature Notes 

 
A dramatic burst of sound and then        
quiet. And then again. It was a total delight 
to hear a Cetti's warbler last week on    
Hartham Common in Hertford, the bird 
tucked away in scrubby hedges along the 
River Beane where it flows into the Lea. 
This bird is very difficult to see and the truth 
is it is not very exciting when you do but 
that doesn't matter because it is its song 
which is its defining feature. It is not the 
melody or the music but the unexpected loudness which stops 
you in your tracks. It is the avian equivalent of shouting and it 
certainly knows how to turn the volume up. 
 
This small brown warbler is a very new visitor to our shores. It 
was unheard of in this country until the sixties and the first   
breeding pair in Hertfordshire was not until the late seventies. 
They stay all year round and they can be hard hit by cold winters 
but they are helped, I guess, by our increasingly warm climate - 
fortunately their numbers are rising and their distribution is rapidly 
expanding. 
 
The bird is named in commemoration of an 18th century Italian 
Jesuit priest, Francesco Cetti, who was a mathematician and   
naturalist on the island of Sardinia.  It is a long way from there to 
the River Beane and it has taken several hundred years to get 
here but hopefully a few more seasons and they will travel a few 
more miles and finally reach our village and the streams and 
damp places they like. Something to shout about. 
DC 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY –SATURDAY 23RD MAY 
 
PS  I am hosting a guided nature walk in Essendon on Saturday 
23rd May on behalf of the Friends of St Mary's. More details next 
month but if you are interested, then please hold the date.  
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 Altar Flowers                   Church Cleaning 

 Cathy Gibbens           2nd April                 Janie Corbisiero 
   Cathy Gibbens           9th April              
   Diana Abbott           16th April                 Amanda Davey  
   Diana Abbott           23rd April 
Grateful thanks go to so many friends who help to keep our church looking so beautiful. New 

members would be very welcome, so please consider helping.  Phone or message 
Virginia on 07770 944854 or email virginia.haryott@gmail.com  

Parish Council Meetings  
Next meeting : 21st May  2026 
Parish Clerk: Laura Brooks-Payne 
Brickendon Liberty Parish Council 
PO BOX 81, Knebworth, SG3 6YZ 
Email clerk@brickendon-
liberty.org.uk 
Mobile 07803 906291 
Minutes: Brickendon website 
www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk  
Tennis Courts £5 per court per hour.  
Bookings  telephone 07734 715002 or 
email  tony.roberts@brickendon-
liberty.org.uk                                              
Contact  Janet 01992 511515  
Book Club - meets first Tuesday of the 

month at 8pm,  contact Andrea 
Trendler  - 01992 511588         

Pilates Tuesdays 9.15 am in         
Fanshaws Room Contact  
    Harriet Barton, 07944 500504  
or  email 
pilateswithharriet@hotmail.com  
 
Brickendon Petanque Boules Club  

We play at The Farmers Boy               
Please note temporary playing 

times 
Tuesday 2pm - 3.30pm 

Thursday 10am - 12 noon 
Sunday 10am - 12 noon  

 
For further information contact our 
Club Secretary Janet 01992 511515  

Services 
Easter Sunday – 5th April                        
Parish Communion  will be in             
Bayford Church at 11.15 am 
19th April 11.00am Family Service  
3rd May   11.00am Parish Comunion  

          Brickendon  
  Chapel of Holy Cross 

   & St. Alban 

For enquiries concerning the 
Chapel, please contact  
Virginia Haryott  
01992 511575 or email  
wellpondharyott@gmail.com 

mailto:virginia.haryott@gmail.com
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Hartford Hundred Knitting & Crochet Group  and Knit n Natter 
Our sale of Snowmen and Santas in The Farmers Boy before  Christmas  raised 

£285 for Wizzkids. We are now knitting hearts for the intensive care unit at 

Luton & Dunstable Hospital and knitting squares for The Royal Marines Charity 

to be made into bootneck blankets for those in need in the Corps family. 

We meet in The Farmers Boy every  Tuesday 10-12 noon and 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday 8-10pm.      For details Contact Janet 01992 511515  

Rowan McKellar 
Personal Training and Online Coaching 

Want to train like an Olympian , improve your 
training capacity with expert guidance?                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Want to move more but unsure where to 

start?                                                                                                  
I can help!                                                                                                                                                                     

Rowan McKellar, two- time Olympian,  
Olympic Bronze medallist                                                                            
Level 3 personal trainer  

               Resident in Little Berkhamsted   

I offer online training from expertise—from strength and        
conditioning  training to circuits in your garden .  
My mission is to get people in the  community up and moving!       

Contact rowan@rowanmckellarfitness.com 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

HCPC Registered Audiologist  

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,  

Hearing Aids & More  

 

2 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1JA 

01992 877666  

info@hertfordhearing.co.uk 

Professional carpet, rug 
& upholstery cleaning 

  

Stain & odour removal 
Scotchguards 

Fully insured, Free quotes. 
  

 
Window, conservatory &  

UPVC cleaning 
  

Tel: 01992 586004 
Mob: 07958 729074  

www.dharriscleaning.co.uk 
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First in the HHW local history series 
Chapel of the Holy Cross & Saint Alban, Brickendon 

The Chapel was built in 1932 on land 
donated by Minnie Kingsley and with 
funds given by Mrs Kingsley and her 
daughter Constance Demain Saunders. 
The chapel was consecrated on 27 May 
1933 by the Bishop of Bedford. It is 
dedicated to the Holy Cross of           
Waltham, with which Brickendon has 

historic links, and the patron saint of the diocese . 
The history of the village goes back some nine centuries. In the year 1030 at 
Montacute in Somerset, a crucifix carved in black flint was discovered buried 
in a field as the result of a series of dreams experienced by a God-fearing 
blacksmith.  The land was owned by Tovi the Proud, Standard bearer to King 
Canute. One of Tovi’s many estates was at Waltham in Essex. According to   
legend, whilst many places were suggested for the safekeeping of the cross, 
the oxen refused to move until Tovi shouted Waltham, and so the cross came 
to Tovi’s hunting lodge in the forest at Waltham near the River Lea. Here Tovi 
built a small wooden church for the cross which had already, apparently,     
acquired a reputation for the power of healing during its long journey.                                      
Tovi’s son, Athelstan, lost many of his possessions, among them Waltham 
which was given to Earl Harold by King Edward the Confessor. Later, Harold 
recovered from a serious illness after praying before the cross, and set about 
the enrichment of the church of Waltham and the foundation of Tovi, bestow-
ing 18 manors including the manor of Brikendune (Brickendon) and the 
greater part of the Brickendonbury estate,  became ecclesiastical property.                                                            
In the 12th century Brickendon became a “Liberty” when King Henry II        
confirmed ownership of the manor to Waltham Abbey . The Liberty included 
“freedom from geld and toll and the forfeitures of criminals”                                                                                                                                               
This Chapel was named the Chapel of the Holy Cross and St Alban on account 
of its close connection with the Abbey of Waltham Holy Cross, the former 
owners of the site and St Alban, the patron Saint of the Diocese. It stands on 
the east end of three fields known as Farthings or Fardens. The field where 
the Chapel is built , now known as the Church Field, belonged to the Old   
Hacketts Farm, part of the manor of Brikendune. Parts of the estate were sold 
in 1883 to local business man Henry Wilson Demain Saunders . His widow 
Minnie remarried  Arthur Henry Kingsley in 1892 . Mrs Kingsley provided 
funds for the building of  the chapel which was completed by her daughter, 
Constance Demain  Saunders.  It was designed by W F Haslip. The timber was 
cut from trees on the estate and it was stipulated it should be built by men of 
Brickendon. 
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Essendon, Woodhill, 
Wild Hill & Woodside   

St. Mary the Virgin 

Essendon Parish Council                                                                             
The next meeting  will take place on Tuesday 14 April, followed by the        
Annual Parish Meeting (APM) on Tuesday 28 April 2026.                           
Both meetings will be held in Essendon Village Hall and will begin at 7pm. 
Agendas are published during the week before each meeting on the Parish 
Council website: www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk and displayed on the 
village noticeboards. Minutes will be uploaded to the website shortly after 
each meeting. Residents are warmly encouraged to attend. If you have        
questions or comments, you can contact the Clerk at 
clerk@essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk                                                                                  
Councillors can be reached either via the Clerk or directly by email; their con-
tact details are listed on the Parish Council website under "Councillors". 

Flower Rota   April 
 
4th & 11th Pam Worsley 
18th & 25th Sara Walduck 

:  
                          

Essendon Annual Parish Meeting – Everyone Welcome!                              
Tuesday 28th April, 7pm Main Hall, Essendon Village Hall 

We warmly invite all residents to this year's Essendon Annual Parish       
Meeting, a chance for the whole community to come together, hear what's 
been happening locally, and share ideas for the year ahead. 

Representatives from many of the organisations that help shape village life 
will be invited to take part, including St. Mary's Church, Essendon Primary 
School, Essendon Country Club, the Field Committee, the Police, and Gas-
coyne Estates, along with Welwyn and Hatfield Borough Councillor Mr Mark 
Short and our MP, Mr Andrew Lewin. It's a valuable opportunity to hear up-
dates directly, ask questions, and celebrate the work happening across our 
parish.                                                                                                                                 

Come and have your say …………….. 

http://www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Essendon Tennis Courts    
 New members welcome.  
Contact :       Nicki Whitelaw 07946 300 512           
  or 
 nicki.whitelaw@sky.com    
Subscriptions  2026       
£50 family,    £30 individual,   £15 for a junior 

Essendon Connect  
 
We are open every Friday morning in the Village Hall 
 from 9.30-11.30 for free tea, coffee, cake and lots of  
chat. All residents welcome. Give us a try! 

ESSENDON W.I                         
Wednesday 15th April at the  
Village Hall. Essendon WI will          
welcome speaker Adam Smith to the 
April  meeting. Adam’s talk is  “Country House Servants” 
If you would like to attend as a guest or consider joining the WI 
please call Lyn McCash, 07971 909540, for  further information.               
 

A Lifetime in Music and Still Going Strong!  
was the title of the talk given to Essendon WI at 
their March meeting which many local residents  
attended.  Essendon resident, Judd Lander,   
captivated his audience with stories of the music 
scene and his part of the Mersey Beat scene in 
the 60s and 70s. He performed with the          
Hideaways and also  participated with many    
musicians including Paul McCartney, Annie     
Lennox and Madness.  As a session musician he  
became involved in Motown and over many 

years worked with artists too many to list. Later, Judd moved into 
the world of  television and PR and is still closely immersed in the  
industry. 

the WI                        
INSPIRING WOMEN 

Judd playing his 
harmonica 
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Essendon Village Hall 
 

Tel:  07442 499 601 
email: essendonvillagehall@hotmail.com 
  

facebook.com/essendonvillagehall 
essendonvillagehall.wixsite.com/
essendonvillagehall 
 
The village hall is available for use by village 
residents and organisations. It can be hired by residents or non– residents for 
events, parties, weddings and other celebrations. There is a kitchen and  it has 
facilities for the disabled.  
Current regular events at the village hall 
MONDAY  Pilates 7pm-8pm Contact Keti 07718 386 195 
WEDNESDAY  AllSorts Dementia Day Group Contact Kelly 07557 145 484 
  WI  3rd Wednesday evening 7.45 Contact Lyn 07971 909  540 
THURSDAY Pilates 9.30-10.30  Contact Keti 07718 386 195  
 FRIDAY Essendon Connect Coffee and Chat 9.30-11.30 am  
  Contact  Cas 07831 341 886 

All Sorts Dementia Group  
Wednesdays  
10.30am to 3pm at Essendon 
Village Hall 
Places limited, please contact 
for more information 
01279 970474 
allsortsdg@gmail.com 
www.allsortsdg.co.uk 
If you would like to volunteer 
and become a member of a 
great team please get in touch, 
we would love to hear from 
you.  

 

mailto:allsortsdg@gmail.com
http://www.allsortsdg.co.uk
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Cooking Ideas by Ruth Newton 

Fruit Tea Loaf 

Ingredients: 
450gr/16oz dried fruit (see above)                       Optional:                                           
170gr/6oz demerara   sugar                                                 25gr/1oz butter                                                                                                                                                     
1 cup of strong tea (without the milk!). About 260ml    1tbls  caster sugar                                                                 

225gr/8oz self-raising flour                                                    50g/2oz chopped nuts                                                                        
1 medium to large egg                                                                                                                                                                       
Grated rind of 1 orange 

Method: 
 Place the dried fruit, demerara sugar and tea in a bowl and leave to soak     

overnight, or for at least 4 hours.  
 Pre-heat the oven to 160°C/Gas 3. 
 Grease and line a 2lb loaf tin or use a ready-made loaf tin liner. 
 Add the flour, egg and grated orange rind to the fruit and tea mixture 

and stir it all through to combine. 
 Place the mixture in the loaf tin and level the top. 
 Optional: For a crunchy topping, dot with the butter, then sprinkle over 

the caster sugar and chopped nuts, but this is not essential 
 Place in the oven and bake for 1 hour, then check to see if a skewer 

comes out clean. If not, return to the oven and cook for another 10 or 
fifteen minutes.  

 Remove from the oven and leave to cool. 

This is a light version of a fruit cake that is      
almost guilt free as it does not contain any fat! 
Whilst it is delicious eaten on its own, you can 
spread it with butter, or even eat it with cheese. 
A lovely tea time treat.  
Hint: You will need to soak the fruit overnight 
or for at least 4 hours. 
You can choose any combination of fruit you 
like, such as sultanas, raisins, cranberries, and 
apricots in equal portions. Another combination 

is sultanas, currants, soft-pitted dates and soft-
pitted prunes, but you can make it up with 
whatever you have got. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine  when responding to an advertisment. 

  

AMV CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
  
  

Traditional Chimney Sweep 
with brushes, 

 fireplace sealed and advance 
vacuum technology 

Used 
  
  

 Inglenooks, Wood burning stoves, 
 Aga/solid fuel stoves. 

Gas fires, cowls fitted, smoke testing, 
certificates issued.  
Tel:07815 502798. 

  

email 
amvchimneysweeps@googlemail.com 

  

web www.amvchimneysweeps.co.uk 
  
  

Certified member of the Institute of Chimney 
Sweeps 

Evergreen Landscapes 
All aspects of Garden Construction 

undertaken.  
Approved Patio and Driveway 

Contractors 
  

Walling, Pathways, Turf and Lawn 
Installers, Fencing, Natural Stone 

and Porcelain Specialists 
Grounds Maintenance Contractors 

for Private or Commercial Properties 
  

Office 01707655511 
Mobile call Ron on 07747841103 

Email:- 
sales@evergreenlandscapes.co.uk 

11 Dellsome Lane, Welham Green 
07733 541354 

E:info@butchersblock.shop 
Www.butchersblock.shop 

Follow us on facebook 

Try our  
Home Cooked Ready Meals 

Veggie Boxes starting from £10 
Rotisserie  Chickens 
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Master Art Workshop are launching our 
2026 Programme with the  
following workshops:- 

  
 Saturday 11th April at Little Berkhamsted.  
Mixed Media with Sera Knight 
10am -4pm price £90 lunch included, suitable for 
all levels 
 Saturday 25th April at Dutch Marketplace.  
Pressed Flower Art with Lis Moon 
10am -1pm price £65 all materials and lunch included, suitable for 
all levels 
For dates and to book  visit http://w.masterartworkshops.com or  
email suewilliams021@aol.com   
Follow us on social media to keep up with our news -  
Facebook page is  www.facebook.com/masterartworkshops                                                                    

 BigBlackHen.com 
  

  
The beautifully simple way  

      to sell your home. 
  

Thinking of selling your home? 
  

I offer local expertise  
(I grew up in “Little B”),  

innovative marketing and personal 
“service” , all for a low fixed fee 

  
Call Nigel Adams on:  

01992 878580 

Needles  

& Pins 

 

Alterations &  Upcycling                                  

Experienced                

needleworker 

Contact Dee for a quote      

needlesand-

pins.dee@gmail.com 

07581 699 597 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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St Andrews        The Church is open every day. 

Church cleaning  
 
4th April   Margery Bailey 

25th April   Sarah Barrett and            
  Sue Wainwright  

Wellbeing Class  
Mondays  at 10am. 
Learn how to keep 
yourself healthy and 
well. 
For more details, call       
Beverly on           
07989 181 847    
Everyone  welcome. 

Baby Group 
Every Tuesday Drop in…. 
The group meets in the 
morning and after lunch.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Please feel free to use the 
toys and make yourself a    
coffee. The Church is 
open, and you are wel-
come to use the space for 
children anytime.                                           
To join the Baby Group     
Contact 
  Sandie 01707 875 221 

Little Berkhamsted,  
Howe Green & 
Epping Green 

EGG ROLLING

 
 

Easter Sunday 1pm 
 BREACH LANE 

After Egg rolling there 
will be an Easter egg 
hunt for the children in 
the churchyard,      
refreshments & prizes. 
Don’t forget your 
EGGS! 
Contact Sandie 
01707875221 
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News from Little Berkhamsted Parish Council 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 13th May 2026 at 7.30pm 
in the village hall.  The agenda is published on the website and village     noticeboard 
the week before the meeting and residents are welcome to send     questions and 
comments to the clerk beforehand, clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk or attend the 
meeting and ask in person. 

EAST HERTS COUNCIL MEAL PLANNING INITIATIVE 
East Herts Council has partnered with award-winning meal planning plat-
form FiveDinners.com, founded by TV chef and author Theo Michaels, to 
help households across East Hertfordshire cook healthier meals, save    
money and reduce food waste. 
As part of this initiative, the council is offering residents free access to a   
premium membership of FiveDinners (normally £86 per year), giving     
families and individuals practical tips and advice about everyday meal   
planning. The council is funding this scheme using monies from the UK 
Shared   Prosperity Fund. Residents do not need to provide any bank or  
payment details to sign up and taking part will not result in them being   
automatically subscribed or charged once the free trial period ends.                                                                    
Residents who sign up will receive fully personalised weekly meal plans 
tailored to their dietary requirements and preferences,  options. Each plan 
comes with a complete shopping list and step– by– step recipes, helping 
households save time, make best use of food budgets, and avoid the daily 
stress of deciding what to cook.                                                                                
Residents can sign up by visiting:              
https://FiveDinners.com/MyCommunity 
and clicking on East Herts Council.                                                                                                                                                                     

DOG WASTE BIN                                                                                       
Please keep our village tidy and safe by using the dog waste bin provided.  
These bins are a hygienic way to dispose of this waste, preventing the 
spread of diseases and keeping the area clean.                                                                                                                                             

LITTLE BERKHAMSTED PLAY AREA                                              
To ensure the play area stays safe for all users, please ensure no dogs enter 

this area. This is strictly a no dog zone.   

Weddings, Baptisms and other  matters.   
Registration is held on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each 
month  in Little Berkhamsted Church.                                       
No appointment necessary 

https://fivedinners.com/MyCommunity
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Little Berkhamsted  
Community Facilities for Hire 

The Village Hall has recently been insulated and redecorated. It has 
disabled access and toilet, a fully equipped kitchen for any refreshment 
needs, a table tennis table, internet access and projector equipment.  

  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 

The cricket and community pavilion has a fully equipped kitchen, bar 
area, changing rooms and shower facilities.  

Hire Charge                                                                                    
(per hour):                                                              For further  details                                              
LB Resident:£12                        contact: Sandie Ash    
Non residents £17               01707 875221 

. 
 

CHURCH  ROAD,  
LITTLE  BERKHAMSTED 
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 ‘Walk 100 Miles’            
        challenge 
The idea is simple: participants aim 
to walk 100 miles over a set period, 
tracking their progress and raising 
sponsorship for CPRE Hertfordshire 
 as they go.  

It’s a flexible challenge that people can fit around daily life – from 
dog walks and school runs to organised group walks – and it’s a 
great way to encourage residents to enjoy the local landscape 
while supporting a local charity.  
 
Full details are available here: 
https://www.cpreherts.org.uk/get-involved/events/our-walk-100-miles-
challenge/  

FRIDAY CLUB 
Every Friday, the village hosts a social gathering at the Pavilion. It’s an 
opportunity to meet up and have a chat, cup of tea or coffee and some 
biscuits. A great way to meet your neighbours and to socialise.  
 
Everyone is welcome. It’s held in the Pavilion between 10am till 12pm 
every Friday.  We look forward to welcoming you at the next event.  

The countryside charity for 
our county 

https://www.cpreherts.org.uk/get-involved/events/our-walk-100-miles-challenge/
https://www.cpreherts.org.uk/get-involved/events/our-walk-100-miles-challenge/
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Qualified for over 25 years 

PHYSIOTHERAPY TREATMENT  
AT YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE 

for musculoskeletal & mobility problems related to sport, work, DIY,   
gardening, medical conditions, operations, accidents & falls, or merely 

the ravages of time! 

Phone Ian at achievephysio on 07702 871780 
Email: info@achievephysio.co.uk Web: www.achievephysio.co.uk 

Bespoke  Home Care 
Providing reliable and compassionate personal care, Jacqueline, 
with 20 years’ experience in social care , provides personalised 
care for the elderly or individuals with learning  disabilities– for 
independence and quality of life. Fully insured and DBS checked.    
 
Contact Jacqueline 07792 066181 or Jacquelinepa@mail.com 

 
 
 
 

 

Mobile collection date for 
donations  at the  

Dutch Marketplace           
Tuesday   April  21st          
10am-2pm                          
Note change of day  from 
Monday to Tuesday 

mailto:info@achievephysio.co.uk
http://www.achievephysio.co.uk
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April  Quiz …                                 Answers on page 38                             

Brain teaser  -                                      Answer next month. 

1. What is the name of the fictional probate court case in Charles Dickens’    
      Bleak House?                                                                                                                         
2. Which USA state name ends in three vowels?                                                                                                                
3  The Latin phrase  for  “dew of the Sea”  is the origin of the name of which   
       modern day herb.                                                                                                                   
4  On the Mohs scale of mineral hardness, which minerals are the Hardest         
     (rating 10) and softest  (rating 1)                                                                                                                                                                           
5. Which global event is celebrated each year on 8th March?                                                                                       
6 In Roman times what was the Ides of March?                                                                                                 
7 Which famous British band released their first single, “Love me do”, in the 
UK on 5 October 1962                                                                                                                  
8. Which company has the advertising slogan “Just do it”  
 
Brain teaser   
There are 25 countries  whose name begins with an “S”. How many can you 

name?  Answer next month. 
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Diamond Pest Control  
 
Diamond Pest  
Control have a 
solution to any pest 
problems you may be 
encountering. 
If you need a wasp nest removed 
or are experiencing issues with        
rodents, moths,  cockroaches, 
pigeons or any other pests you 
can contact us on the number 
below. 
  

We are recruiting for new   
technicians to join our team. Call 
us or send us your CV if you are 
interested! 0208 889 1036 
info@diamondpestcontrol.co.uk  
www.diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 

 
ROY FRITH 

VACUUM CLEANER  
SALES,  

SPARES & REPAIRS 
  

RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 
  

01992 503991 
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

13 TALBOT 
STREET 

HERTFORD  
SG13 7BX 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an ad-

Herts Computer Services 
 

Call Iain on 07787 157 937   
or email:  

iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business 
 IT support 

PC health checks & virus removal  
Broadband internet issues 
Data recovery 
Laptop repairs such as screen re-
placement 
PC hardware repairs & installations 
Wireless networking 
Website & internet address setup 
Microsoft server installations & small 
business support 
 Microsoft & Comptia Certified 
Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com
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Repairs to Fine Antiques 
And Contemporary Furniture 

French Polishing, Spray Finishing,  
Cabinet Making and Design, Veneering, Boulle Work , 

Leather Lining, Marquetry, Re-upholstering,  
Caning and Rushwork, Carving and Turning,  

Clock Restoration, Clock Servicing,   
Repairs to Metal Artefacts, Quality Fabric Sales. 

All work guaranteed to the  

highest standards, Established 1991. 

David Oakes 
01992 511251 / 07860 954977 

 

Interior    &       Exterior            
- 

J C-KEENAN 
 

DECORATING SERVICES 
 
 
All aspects undertaken:   
Excellent references of                              
Character & workmanship:                      
 
Home 01707 882927  
Mobile 07899 964 436  
 john.keenan2@gmail.com 
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What’s On in Newgate Street  
Village Coffee morning  Monday, April  6-10.30-12.30  at the Crown . 
Look out for surprises! Every first Monday of the month  
 
Table Tennis:  Tuesday evenings, 7.30 - 9.30pm in the  
Village Hall.  £1 pay and play 
 
Tennis  - Tuesday mornings, 9.30-10.30am Village Courts.  
Term time only.  Contact 07710 507 215 
 
Book Swap - Pre read books to buy £1 or swap 50p, in the Village Hall 
Post Office Tuesday & Thursday mornings. 
 
Village Chat - WhatsApp group for people living in the village. To join 
the group contact 07710 507 215 
 
Village Pub Social - 8pm the second Friday of every month in either 
The Crown or The Coach & Horses Pub. Come along to meet friends and 
make new ones. See Village Chat WhatsApp group or Village website for 
details. 
 

Post Office. A small Post Office is open on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings in the village hall.  
 
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS : from website  
www.newgatestreet.org/ Follow the link to Hall Rental to  Book  

Church Open  for quiet contemplation, 
and personal prayer  every   
Wednesday, 9.30  to 12.30 

Newgate Street 
Ponsbourne  

St Mary 

  
  

 
  
  

 
  
  

 
  
  

 

http://www.newgatestreet.org/
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Celtic Harmony Camp Celtic Harmony Camp enables 

people of all ages and backgrounds 

to experience Prehistory through a 

range of fun and educational pro-

grammes and events in a recon-

structed Iron Age settlement, pro-

moting a more sustainable way of 

life in harmony with the natural 

world. 

Essendon Bellringers ring at  
St Mary’s Essendon  
The bellringers ring for  Sunday  services  and  
special occasions . They practise on Tuesday  
evenings 8-9pm.  
They would like  to welcome new members  
to learn the  intricate art of English bell ringing.  
Come to listen and maybe join us.  
 It’s skillful and fun!       

Contact   Colin 07540 351530                          

Celtic Warrior Experience Friday 
10th Apr and 30th May 2026 

10am – 4pm Included bread, sausage, 
chips. Suitable for all ages.                                                                 
A thrilling day of ancient adventure 
where families master tribal skills and 
bring Celtic history to life! 

 
·  Archery: ·  Warrior Training: ·  

Friction Fire Lighting: ·   
Cooking Sausages: over the open 

flames of the campfire.  
Drumming Workshops: ·         
Pottery: ·  Storytelling: 

The Faery Trail 
Step into a world of wonder this 
spring! As the woodland wakes 
up, the Fairies of Celtic Harmony 
Camp have returned to their 
secret village. We invite little 
explorers to take on a magical 
quest: wander through ancient 
trees, solve fairy riddles, and 
spot tiny hidden homes. Every 
child who completes the trail 
will receive a magical pouch of 
lucky crystals to make their 
spring wishes come true! 
Every Weekend: 14 March – 
26 April, 2026 

For more information  visit celticharmony.org. 

http://celticharmony.org
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L & M SWAIN 

G ARD E N  MAIN TE N AN CE  
  

ALL TYPES OF GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN  
INCLUDING 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE AND ONE OFF TIDY UPS 
  

HEDGES CUTTING PRUNING 
                                   

TURF LAYING                     PRESSURE WASHING 
  

FENCING                                                                  PATIOS LAID 
  

TELEPHONE : 01992 511343  OR 0794 1398 510 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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BK Marquee 
Hire 
 

For all your special 
events. 
Free quotations 
and site visit. 

 
Table and chairs 
Catering, BBQs 
Hog Roast 
Staging and Dance 
Floor. 
 

01707 271054 

Mobile:    07960 842998  
e-mail:     bkmarqueehire@gmail.com 
Web site: bkmarqueehire.co.uk  
facebook.com/bkmarqueehire. 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

JUST FEET Foot Health. 
  

Nail cutting, Corns, Verrucas, 
Thickened Nails, Split Heels, 

Athlete’s Foot, 
Warts, Hard Skin, Calluses 

  

Mobile Foot Health  
Professional 

  
Deborah McLoughlin, MCFHP 

MAFHP 
Tel: 07973 872967 

  
e-mail: 

d.a.mcloughlin@btopenworld.com 

 
JAMES ROBINSON 

  

  Plant hire 
  Groundworks 

  Paving 
  Driveways 

  Landscaping 
  Septic tank installation 

  Site clearance and preparation 
  Demolition 

 Please call to discuss your needs 
  

07860 445203 
  

admin@robinsonservices.co.uk 
www.robinsonservices.co.uk 



38 

Answers to April quiz  from page 31 and March  Brain Teaser 

 

Master Locksmiths and Security 
Engineers 

  

G J Locksmiths 
9 The Broadway,  

Old Hatfield, AL9 5BG 
  

Tel:   01707 515 510 
  

Mob: 07774 866333  
  

www.gjlocksmithshatfield.co.uk 
martin@g-j-locksmiths.co.uk 

Fast reliable service 
FREE surveys to insurance or 

police specification. 
phone Martin Shadbolt  

  

GARDENING                                                                                 
Do You:  

NEED a strong pair of hands for those gardening jobs 
NEED your vegetable garden dug. 
NEED your grass/hedges cut 
NEED logs moving/splitting 
NEED terraces or garden furniture pressure washed. 
NEED shed or fences painted                  Then I am your man! 
Time to suit, 7 days a week. £12.50 per hour (£14 if using own machinery)          
Minimum 2 hours            Transport required                                                                     
I do not use mains electrical hedge cutters or mowers.           

Please ring Paul Curson 01707 875 622,  

April quiz answers :  
    1 Jarndyce and Jarndyce is a fictional probate case progressing in the 

English Court of Chancery in Bleak House (1852–53) by Charles Dickens.  

2 Hawaii    3. Rosemary  4. Diamond (10), Talc (1)    5. International 

women’s day     6. A deadline for settling debts    7. The Beatles   8 Nike 

Answer to March brain teaser  - Can you name the 10 EU capital     cit-

ies  that do not have either an E or a U in their name?  

 

April quiz answers :  
    1 Jarndyce and Jarndyce is a fictional probate case progressing in the 
English Court of Chancery in Bleak House (1852–53) by Charles Dickens.  
2 Hawaii    3. Rosemary  4. Diamond (10), Talc (1)    5. International 
women’s day    6. A deadline for settling debts    7. The Beatles   8 Nike 

Answer to March brain teaser  - Can you name the 10 EU capital cities  
that do not have either an E or a U in their name?                                          
Bratislava; Lisbon; Madrid; Nicosia; Paris; Riga; Sofia; Stockholm;       
Tallinn; Warsaw 
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Roofing Experts in Hertfordshire  
& Surrounding Areas 
Family-Owned & Operated 
 

New Roofs and Repairs *  Flat roofs and Repairs 
Slates,Tiles and Chimneys *All Brickwork and Pointing  

Valleys & All  Leadworks * uPVC Fascias  
 Soffits, Cladding & Guttering* Painting & Decorating 

Dampproofing  
Why Choose Us? 

Experienced Professionals              
Quality Materials  
Customer Satisfaction    
Competitive Pricing    
Free Quotes  
01707 818 090   07551 371 116                                      

www.aspectsroofing.net  

Hertfordshire Landscapes  
All work guaranteed 
All Aspects of Landscaping and Paving  
 
We offer a variety of services including: 
 
 New driveway and patio installation 
 Driveway and patio restoration 
 High pressure cleaning 
 Fencing 
 Turfing and artificial grass  
 Shed base installation  
 Sleeper & decorative wall installation 
 
     Public liability insured . Call us on: 
    01707 260 017 or  07979 845 848 
For more information please visit our  
website www.hertfordshirelandscapes.co.uk 

http://www.aspectsroofing.net
http://www.hertfordshirelandscapes.co.uk
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Village Halls. 
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 

01707 875221 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

NEWGATE STREET 
01707 874388 + online 

(Facilities for the disabled) 

 
WILD HILL 01707 642632 
BAYFORD 07970 376271 

( Facilities for the disabled)  
BRICKENDON 01992 511551 

ESSENDON 07442 499601 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

Visit the Hartford Hundred web site at 

 hartfordhundred.org.uk/  

for full details of telephone and Zoom services 

https://www.hartfordhundred.org.uk/
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I & B ELECTRICAL 
  

Domestic & Commercial 

●  Rewires 
●  Fuse Boxes 
●  Security 
●  Extra Sockets 
●  Lighting Points 
● Smoke Detectors 
● Electric Cookers 
● TV Points 
● Phone Points 
● Ring video doorbells  

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
  

Tel: 01707 262771  
Mobile: 07861 398288 

  

Family run business 
  

info@ib-electrical.co.uk  

 

Tidy & Efficient 



 Editorial and Advertising 
Cas Blackman, 42 High Road, Essendon AL9 6HW  
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