
  

 

 
 
 

  

Bayford, Brickendon, Essendon,  
Little Berkhamsted & Ponsbourne. 

THE 

PARISH  

MAGAZINE 

HARTFORD HUNDRED WEST 

90p July  2026 



2 

 

DIOCESE OF ST. ALBANS 
 

The Bishop of St Albans:  The Rt Revd Dr Andrew Rumsey.  
The Bishop of Hertford:   The Rt. Revd. Jane Mainwaring 
Archdeacon:                      The Venerable Janet Mackenzie  
Rural Dean:                        The Revd. Mark Dunstan  
Assistant Rural Dean:       The Revd. Ysmena Pentelow  

 

THE PARISHES OF BAYFORD & BRICKENDON, LITTLE BERKHAMSTED, 
 ESSENDON & WOODHlLL & PONSBOURNE 

RECTOR: Revd. Theresa Musiwacho,  
Hartford Hundred Rectory,  

1 Little Berkhamsted Lane, Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LU.  
Telephone: 01707 875940   email - hartfordhundred@outlook.com 

 

Communion to the sick, Notice of Banns and of Marriage by arrangement with the Minister. See p27 
Please advise us of any cases of sickness so that prayers may be offered  

or where they may be of any assistance.  

ST ANDREW’S - LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
Sandie Ash, Hall Cottage, 7 Church Road, 
Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LY   01707 875221 
 

PCC SECRETARY 
Ian Bailey, Tower House, Stockings Lane, 
Little Berkhamsted. SG13 8LW  01707 875791 
 

TREASURER  
Christopher Nunn, Trewinnard House, Little 
Berkhamsted, SG13 8LS            07885 464055 
  
  
 
 
ST MARY - BAYFORD and HOLY CROSS 
and ST ALBAN – BRICKENDON 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
  

  

PCC SECRETARY 
 
  

TREASURER  
Mrs. L. Fitzjohn, Home Farm, Bayford Lane, 
Bayford 
 

ORGANIST  
Mrs V Haryott, Wellpond Cottage, Brickendon, 
SG13 8NU                                  01992 511575 
 
 
 
 
 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN - ESSENDON and 
WOODHILL, AL9 6AS 
  

CHURCHWARDENS  

Paul Wombwell, 27 Rectory Close, Essendon, 
AL9 6HG                                     01707 273729 
Colin Rees  2, Letty Green, Hertford, 
SG14 2NZ.                                 07540 351530. 
colin4444@yahoo.com 
 

PCC SECRETARY  
C Blackman, 42 High Road, Essendon,        
AL9 6HW                                    07831 341886 
casblackman@yahoo.com 
 
 

TREASURER  
Nick Pickard, Cucumber Hall, Essendon,      
AL9 6JB                                      07779 325847 
     

 
ST MARY - PONSBOURNE  
  

CHURCHWARDEN AND TREASURER  

Phil Ryan 
50, New Park Road, Newgate Street,  
SG13 8RF                                  01707 876151 
phil.ryan47@gmail.com  
 
ORGANIST  
P Minchinton, 14 Byfield, Welwyn Garden City, 

AL8 7AL                              01707 323742 
  

 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR 

Cas Blackman 
editor@parishmagazine.org 

The Parish Magazine is also available online, free of charge.  
Google ‘HHW Parish Magazine’.  

For the HHW web site, Google ‘Hartford Hundred West’. 
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Rector’s Letter                                             Revd. Theresa Musiwacho 

Dear all, 
I was intrigued by the faith of a Synagogue  ruler  and a woman with an           
incurable disease, in the gospel reading on the first Sunday after Trinity. The 
ruler of the Synagogue interrupted Jesus when He was dining at Matthew’s 
house (Matt 9:18-26). The ruler’s daughter had just died. He knelt before Jesus 
Christ requesting Him to come and heal his daughter who had just died. It was 
exceptional that the ruler would seek Jesus’s help. Most of the Jewish leaders 
would have feared the scorn and contempt of their associates for doing that. 
Sometimes the fear of those around us stops us to act in faith. The ruler’s      
boldness and faith was honoured by Jesus and He started off with His disciples 
to the ruler’s house. 
 
As He was on the way there was another interruption! This time it was a woman 
who had suffered from a haemorrhage for twelve years. Jesus was always 
poised, accessible and approachable. Medical science had been unable to help 
and her condition had been deteriorating. Sometimes religion teaches us to 
manage our problems but faith says Jesus is able to turn situations around. In 
her extremity, she believed  in her heart that if only she could touch Jesus’s    
garments she would be healed. Though Jesus was surrounded by a crowd, she 
edged through and touched Him. True faith will never go unnoticed. Jesus 
turned and announced her healing immediately, the first time in twelve years. 
 
The narrative then turns to the ruler, whose daughter had just died. When Jesus 
got to the house, the mourners were wailing. Jesus asked that people leave the 
room at the same time saying the girl was not dead but sleeping. (It reminds me 
of what Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 4:13 – end, when he refers to those who 
have died in Christ as sleeping). The mourners laughed at Jesus. Taking the girl 
by the hand – the miracle occurred, she got up! 
 
Miracles are still there but it takes a step of faith. The ruler left the girl dead and 
went and fetched Jesus; the sick woman said to herself  “if I only touch the fringe 
of Jesus’s garments I will be healed”. Jesus works with our faith hence He would 
say “…your faith has healed you”.  
I wonder what challenges we might be facing today which we think are irre-
versible? Jesus is still alive. 
                                                                                 The Reverend Theresa Musiwacho 

 

Prayer share                                                                                         
God all mighty, all powerful,. 0ne day the disciples asked Jesus to                 
increase their faith. Faith, which is beyond what eyes can see. Help us 
we pray, to increase our faith. We pray all this through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ .    Amen. 



4 

July & August  2026 Calendar  

Sunday  5th July 
09.30 Parish Communion  Essendon 
09.30 Family Service   Ponsbourne  
11.00 Parish Communion   Brickendon 
 
Sunday 12th July 
09.30   Parish Communion  Bayford 
11.00   Family Service    Little Berkhamsted 
 
Sunday 19th July  
09.30 Parish Communion  Ponsbourne 
09.30 Family Service   Essendon  
11.00 Family Service   Brickendon 
 
Sunday  26th July  
09.30   Parish Communion  Little Berkhamsted 
11.00   Family Service    Bayford 
18.30 Evensong   Essendon 
 
Sunday  2nd August 
1015 Group Parish Communion  Essendon   
Sunday  9th  August 
1015 Group Parish Communion Bayford  
Sunday  16th August 
1015 Group Parish Communion  Ponsbourne 
Sunday  23rd August 
1015 Group Parish Communion  Little Berkhamsted 
Sunday  30th August 
1015 Group Parish Communion  Brickendon  
 
Wednesdays  
09.30  Holy Communion, Essendon, followed by coffee 

PARISH REGISTER 
 
 Interment of ashes 
 Name                           Date                    Community 
Barry AYERS                    04.06.2026        Essendon                   
Rosemary TUBBS           06.06.2026     Little Berkhamsted 
Beresford THOMSON  24.06.2026 Essendon  
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                                                 Keith Venables                                                                                                                               

We regret to inform you of the death of a much loved and respected    

Essendon resident, Keith Venables, who died at the end of June .  A warm 

and friendly man who had time for everyone. and who did so much for 

the village - including the youth club and cricket club.                                    

He will be greatly missed but not forgotten. 

 Notes  From the Editor 

Events…… dates for your diary 
 Essendon School Summer Fair 3rd July see page 19 
 HSO concert Ware Carnival Fantasitque see page 27 

 Family Fun Day  12 July from 12pm, Little Berkhamsted  page 26 

 WI Essendon 15th July 8pm talk by Mike Summers, Essex and Herts Air  
Ambulance, page 18 

 Celtic Camp Warrior Experience 24th July & The Games 27th-31st 
July Page 29 

 

Puzzle Photo—can you locate 
this?  Clue— near Essendon  
answer page 38 
 

 What to do with the children in the summer holidays: a selection of web-
sites offering ideas and suggestions for low cost or free activities.          
See page 35 
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Garden Notes July 

July is peak summer for gardens, characterised 
by vibrant blooming borders, lush growth, and 
warm temperatures. Midsummer is all about  
harvesting fresh produce, and providing daily 
hydration to your plants. It’s a great time to    
collect seeds for next year, to tidy up and ensure 
everything is well mulched and watered. Don’t 
forget also, to  step back and enjoy your hard 
work, a cool glass of your favourite tipple in the 

shade , a  great place from which to admire your hard work! 
Time to Collect Seed -A lot of your favourite border plants will have finished 
flowering and produced prominent seed heads by now. It is easy to collect the 
seed to sow for new plants of your own, just snip off the stem and seed head, 
and put it in a paper bag. Put the bag in a dark dry place, and after a couple of 
weeks the seeds will have dropped out and you can collect them, put them in 
labelled bags, and keep them for propagating in the autumn.  
Time to feed growing plants. Tomato plants are reaching the period when 
they are at their most hungry. They will definitely benefit from a weekly liquid 
feed, to help produce a good crop of juicy tomatoes in a few weeks. The same 
goes for cucumbers if you are growing them in your greenhouse. Runner beans 
and dwarf beans are putting on lots of leafy growth at 
the moment but don’t forget that their roots like to be 
kept moist. To avoid the possibility of them drying out, 
and to encourage growth, give them a moisture-
retaining mulch with compost, leaf mould, or rotting 
lawn mowings -and water regularly. Pick beans often to 
encourage the plants to produce more pods  
Fertilize Tubs, Pots, Container and hanging baskets 
- pep them up with some slow-release fertiliser – just 
add to the soil or compost away from the plant roots, and water .                      
Keep Picking Sweet Peas to encourage them to produce more flowers. Trim 
Flowering Perennials—remove  dead flowers and dried-out foliage on  early 
and mid-summer flowering perennials to help encourage some to produce 

fresh flowers and foliage.  This is the time of year to be 
careful with your mower. Mowing too hard, even if there 
are showers about, will cause your grass to brown off 
very quickly. Remember that the grass is not growing as 
quickly now as it was in early summer. Water Fruit Trees 
-Make sure fruit trees against walls are kept well-
watered while the fruits are still swelling.                                   
    Happy Gardening                                                                     
    Germander Speedwell 
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Bayford 
 

St. Mary’s Church 

  Bayford Primary School 
  15 or 30 hours provision for 3–5 year olds       
 Qualified and dedicated adults 
  A vibrant and stimulating classroom       
 Fantastic outdoor area providing adventure and 

fun 
 Small classes allowing all needs to be met 
 Wrap around care available 
             Interested?     Why not contact us to arrange a visit. 

July cleaning rota 
11th July  Margery Bailey  
25th July  Sue Wainwright &                       
   Sarah Barrett                         

To read the minutes and agendas just Google ‘Bayford Parish Council’ 
and follow the link to ‘Minutes’. 

   

Meetings.   

Please check the web site.    
The next meeting is the 6th July at 8pm in Memorial Hall. 
Michael Wainwright , Chairman.  01707 875970. 

clerk@bayfordparishcouncil.org.uk   
 
Bell’s Wood 
We are still awaiting a follow up Teams meeting with Sara Saunders Head of 
Planning at EHC following the more positive discussion on15thApril. 
  

Friends of the Baker Arms. 
The revised planning application submitted by McM was declined by EHDC 
chiefly due to the perceived impact of the new house in the car park on the 
listed pub building. We now need to wait and see what McM will do next:     
update the plans or appeal. 

 BAYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
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BAYFORD MEMORIAL HALL                                Newly refurbished  and 

decorated hall           New kitchen with all mod cons                            

Disabled  facilities    *      Car park                                                                                                        

Thriving kindergarten Monday to  Friday  

Judo   Wednesday evenings 

Weekends and school holidays  available,    day time and  evenings                                                                                            

Further details:     Booking Secretary  Maureen 07970 376 271 
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BAYFORD MEMORIAL HALL                                                                                       

The Hall has been totally refurbished 

Newly decorated hall                                                 

New bright lighting                                                     

Brand new kitchen with all mod cons          

Fresh modern curtains 

Disabled facilities                   

Car park                                                                     

Thriving kindergarten Monday— Friday  

Judo  Wednesday evenings 

Weekends and school holidays  available , day time and evenings 

Further details booking secretary Maureen 07970376271 

 

 

                                                                             
Private 1:1 & 2:1 Pilates session                                                                 

Reformer * Tower * Mat                                                                                                                              
All levels welcome — from complete beginners to advanced.       

Sessions are individually adapted to your level, goals and pace 
drawing on over 10 years of teaching experience.                                                                   

Boutique Private Studio in Bayford.                                                                                                         

Call/WhatsApp: 07827 440709                                                                
Instagram: @SamFletcherPilates 
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Cucumber Fields 
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Essendon Nature Notes 

For the last few weeks an unusual noise has started 
up just after darkness has fallen. It sounds like a 
vicar riding a squeaky bike to matins but it is     
coming from the great oak in the neighbouring 
field. There is little respite from the continuous 
rasping and indeed it is apparent that it is not one 
‘squeaky bike’ but two. Putting the clues of this   
crepuscular mystery together, it is clear that these 
are tawny owl chicks calling for food. It has taken 
me a few evenings of creeping about trying to avoid 
stepping on fallen branches and spooking them but 
finally before the dusk had turned to night, I caught 

sight of one of the chicks, grey, fluffy and beautiful. 
They will fledge after about five weeks but in this 

‘branching’ stage they will explore their surroundings whilst still being fed by 
the parents. 
 
We are all familiar with the calls of the adults, the hoot of the male and the 
sharp ‘kewick’ of the female but hearing the juveniles is a much rarer and more 
special event. This is not the only brood in the village and indeed there are     
reports of these calls from the trees in Essendon churchyard where the young 
ones have also been photographed. This is 
great news for all of us who love to hear 
these wonderful birds around the village, 
haunting and slightly disconcerting as they 
may be on a quiet moonlight evening. 
 
I love that part of the day when the sun has 
finally gone down and the light fades and the 
whole feel of your environment changes. In 
this shadow world the creatures of the dark 
start to emerge and it is a great time to go 
outside and listen out for those animals you 
might not normally see in your daytime   
pursuits. It can be a bit disconcerting,              
particularly when you hear something new and 
unfamiliar, but perhaps we should all be night owls now and again. 
 
DC 

Tawny owl 

Tawny Owl chicks 
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 Altar Flowers                   Church Cleaning                                          
 Brenda Lambie             2nd July                 Polly Shipton 
 Brenda Lambie             9th  July                                 
 Amanda Davey            16th July                 Janie Corbisiero 
 Amanda Davey            23rd July 
Grateful thanks go to so many friends who help to keep our church looking so beautiful. 

New members would be very welcome, so please consider helping.  Phone or message 
Virginia on 07770 944854 or email virginia.haryott@gmail.com  

Parish Council Meetings  
Next meeting : 23 July  2026 
Parish Clerk: Laura Brooks-Payne 
Brickendon Liberty Parish Council 
PO BOX 81, Knebworth, SG3 6YZ 
Email clerk@brickendon-liberty.org.uk 
Mobile 07803 906291 
Minutes: Brickendon website 
www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk  
 
Tennis Courts £5 per court per hour.  
Bookings  telephone 07734 715002 or 
email  tony.roberts@brickendon-
liberty.org.uk      
                                          
 Pilates Tuesdays 9.15 am in         
Fanshaws Room Contact  
Harriet Barton, 07944 500504  or  
email  
pilateswithharriet@hotmail.com  

Brickendon Petanque Boules Club 
We play at The Farmers Boy 
Summer Play Times 
Tuesday 5.30-7pm 
Thursday 10-12 noon 
Sunday 10-12 noon 
For further information contact our club 

secretary Janet 01992 511515 
 

Hartford Hundred Knitting &            
Crochet Group  and Knit n Natter 

We meet in the Farmers Boy 
Tuesday 1000-Noon 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 8-10pm 
For details Contact                                   

Janet 07795 963531  
 
Book Club - meets first Tuesday of the 
month at 8pm,  contact Andrea Trendler  
- 01992 511588      

Services 
5th July   1100  Parish Communion      
19th July  11.00  Family Service        1 

          Brickendon  
  Chapel of Holy Cross 

   & St. Alban 

For enquiries concerning the 
Chapel, please contact  
Virginia Haryott  
01992 511575 or email  
wellpondharyott@gmail.com 

We do our best to keep the churchyard looking 
tidy, but there are a few dead flowers on some  
graves, and we would appreciate it if the          
families involved could remove them. 

mailto:virginia.haryott@gmail.com
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Rowan McKellar 
Personal Training and Online Coaching 

Want to train like an Olympian , improve your 
training capacity with expert guidance?                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Want to move more but unsure where to start?                                                                                                  
I can help!                                                                                                                                                                     

Rowan McKellar, two- time Olympian,  
Olympic Bronze medallist                                                                            
Level 3 personal trainer  

               Resident in Little Berkhamsted   

I offer online training from expertise— from strength and        
conditioning  training to circuits in your garden .  

My mission is to get people in the  community up and moving!       
Contact rowan@rowanmckellarfitness.com 

 

Date for your diaries! 
12th September it is the Sponsored Bike ‘n Hike event.   
 
  This is  a major fundraising event and helps enormously towards the 
help and  grants given to churches in need of restoration. Half of the 
sponsorship raised by individual churches is given back to the church 
itself.  There will be more details in the next magazine.                         
Your involvement would be appreciated. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

HCPC Registered Audiologist  

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,  

Hearing Aids & More  

 

2 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1JA 

01992 877666  

info@hertfordhearing.co.uk 

Professional carpet, rug 
& upholstery cleaning 

  

Stain & odour removal 
Scotchguards 

Fully insured, Free quotes. 
  

 
Window, conservatory &  

UPVC cleaning 
  

Tel: 01992 586004 
Mob: 07958 729074  

www.dharriscleaning.co.uk 
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HHW local history series  
The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin Essendon 

 

Although medieval in origin, the building as it appears 
today is largely  determined by the rebuilding of 1883 
followed by the repairs to the damage from the Zeppelin 
bomb of 3rd September 1916, the addition of the lych-
gate in 1919 and most recently by the building of the 
church room opposite the north door in 2003.  
Norman fragments found during the 1883 rebuilding 
indicated that there had been a church here since the 
12th century and the list of Rectors displayed in the 
church  begins in 1213.  The tower is the oldest part of the current structure, 
believed to have  fallen down and been rebuilt.  Extensive rebuilding in 1628 is 
recorded on the south side of the tower and the west door and window above 
it were restored in 1884.   

There were originally five 
bells; these having been 
cast between 1681 and 
1685.  A sixth bell was   
added in 1769. Individual 
bells were recast in 1894 
and in 1903 and two more 
were recast in 1990 when 

the bells were restored and augmented to eight in number. They are still rung 
for services to this day by the Essendon Bell ringers. In 2003 the Bell Ringer’s 
Millennium stained glass window was installed in the  church.  Figures of bell 
ringers are depicted against a view of Essendon and its 
church on the hill as seen from Holwell Lane.  Two small 
bats can just be spotted and there are still bats roosting 
in the belfry today. 
 The old church, except the tower, was pulled down and 
rebuilt to a design by William White FSA in 1883, adding 
the north aisle . It  was faced in flint with red and white 
Ancaster stone dressings.  Many memorials from the old 
church were incorporated into the new building.   
The lych-gate, in memory of Frances Culling Hanbury of Bedwell Park and built 
with timber  
The two-manual organ supplied by Henry Willis when the church was rebuilt 
was severely damaged in 1916 by the bomb dropped from the Zeppelin. It was 
repaired and restored by Henry Jones of London in 1917, and extended by   
Saxon Aldred in around 1990. 
Copyright © 2026 Hartford Hundred West Group of Parishes  in 1989.   
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Essendon, Woodhill, 
Wild Hill & Woodside   

St. Mary the Virgin 

Essendon Parish Council   - next meeting Tuesday 14th July at 7pm in 
the Village Hall. The agenda will be published during the week before the meet-
ing on the Parish Council website www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk and 
displayed on the village noticeboard. Minutes of all meetings are also available 
online for anyone wishing to catch up on recent discussions and  decisions.                                                                                                                                  
At May's Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Cllr. Ian Venables was re-elected 
as Chairman, with Cllr. Tracey Willetts continuing as Vice-Chair. They serve 
alongside councillors Mike Brown, Nigel Chalmers, Chris Jenner, and Neil Carroll.                                                                                                                        
Residents are warmly encouraged to attend parish council meetings. If you have 
any questions, comments, or matters you'd like to raise, please feel free to con-
tact the Clerk, Caroline Chapple by emailing 
clerk@essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk.                                                                

Flower Rota    
04th July       Lesley Reith 
11th  & 18th July   Diana Sparkes 
25th July      Pauline Alleyne  

:  
                          

ESSENDON WI    Wednesday 15th July Village Hall 8pm 
Mike Simons, Essex and Hertfordshire Air Ambulance, will 
be talking about the charity’s aim to save lives and reduce or 
prevent disability or suffering from critical illness and injury. 
First class pre-hospital emergency medical service is delivered 
using helicopters and rapid response vehicles with specially trained doctors and 
paramedics.  All welcome. 
Please call Lyn McCash, 07971 909540, for further information OR perhaps you 
would consider joining the WI. We have many interesting speakers visiting the 
third Wednesday of each month.    
 June meeting -Alistair Hodgson, Curator of The Bunker 
at the Police Station in the iconic Art Deco building on the 
old Great North Road, Hatfield. His talk on The de   Havilland 
Aircraft Company – Hertfordshire’s  Contribution to Aviation 
History was fascinating  - the formation by  Geoffrey de Havil-
land and Frank Hearle in the 1920s of Airco, later ,The de 
Havilland Aircraft Company and during the 1930s, the       
manufacture of  aircraft including Tiger Moth, Mosquito and  
Comet . The  Hatfield site closed  in 1994.                                 
The museum is well worth a visit. 

     the WI                     
INSPIRING 

WOMEN 

https://www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk/?utm_source=copilot.com
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Essendon Tennis Courts                
New members welcome.                   

£50 family     £30 individual 
£15 for a junior  

Contact :  
 Nicki Whitelaw 07946 300 512                                   
Or email: nicki.whitelaw@sky.com   

Essendon C of E Primary School   

 *15 or30 hours provision for 3-4 year  
olds 

 *Very experienced and dedicated adults  

*An engaging and lively classroom  

*Excellent outdoor play area      

*Small mixed classes allowing all needs 
to be met      

*Breakfast and After School Clubs         
available 

Essendon Connect                 
We are open every   
Friday  morning  in the 
Village Hall  from 9.30-11.30 for 
free tea, coffee, cake and lots of 
chat. All residents welcome.          
Give us a try! 
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Essendon Village Hall 
 

Tel:  07442 499 601 
email: essendonvillagehall@hotmail.com 
  

facebook.com/essendonvillagehall 
essendonvillagehall.wixsite.com/
essendonvillagehall 
The village hall is available for use by village 
residents and organisations. It can be hired by 
residents or non– residents for events, parties, weddings and other celebra-
tions. There is a kitchen and  it has facilities for the disabled.  
Current regular events at the village hall 
MONDAY  Pilates 7pm-8pm Contact Keti 07718 386 195 
TUESDAY Cuban Salsa 7-8.15pm,  Contact Christian 07824 620647 
WEDNESDAY  AllSorts Dementia Day Group Contact Kelly 07557 145 484 
  WI  3rd Wednesday evening 7.45 Contact Lyn 07971 909  540 
THURSDAY Pilates 9.30-10.30  Contact Keti 07718 386 195  
 FRIDAY Essendon Connect Coffee and Chat 9.30-11.30 am  
  Contact  Cas 07831 341 886 

All Sorts Dementia Group  
Wednesdays  
10.30am to 3pm at Essendon 
Village Hall 
Places limited, please contact 
for more information 
01279 970474 
allsortsdg@gmail.com 
www.allsortsdg.co.uk 
If you would like to volunteer 
and become a member of a 
great team please get in touch, 
we would love to hear from 
you.  

 

mailto:allsortsdg@gmail.com
http://www.allsortsdg.co.uk
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Cooking Ideas by Ruth Newton 

Red Rice Salad  

Ingredients.    For the dressing: 
250g easy cook long grain rice 2 limes, zest and juice                                                                                                  
1 tsp salt   1 tbls runny honey                                                                                                                                                             
3 carrots   1 red chilli, finely chopped                                                                                                                                            

4 spring onions   2 tbs olive oil                                                                                                                                                         
100g cooked beetroot  1 tbs cider vinegar or white wine vinegar                                                                                     
Small bunch of coriander leaves  Salt and pepper 

The colour of the rice comes from grated beetroot, 
and makes a fabulous dish that can be scaled up for a 

summer barbeque or just eaten with any grilled 
meat or fish. If you like a bit more spice, just add 
more red chillis. 

Method:  
 Cook the rice according to the packet instructions, adding a teaspoon of 

salt to the water. 
 While the rice is cooking, grate the carrots and the beetroot into a large 

bowl. Thinly slice the spring onions and stir into the bowl. 
 Make the dressing by adding all the ingredients into a jam jar and give it 

a good shake to mix. 
 Once the rice is cooked, drain it well and tip it into the bowl with the 

vegetables.  
 Stir to mix everything together, then pour over the dressing, giving it a 

one more stir. 
 Finally season with salt and pepper, and add the chopped coriander. 
 This can be eaten hot, or covered and left to stand for an hour before 

serving. 
 
I like the colour the beetroot gives to this dish, but you can use any chopped or 
grated vegetables that you prefer, or maybe add some cooked peas or chopped 
up green beans. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine  when responding to an advertisment. 

  

AMV CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
  
  

Traditional Chimney Sweep 
with brushes, 

 fireplace sealed and advance 
vacuum technology 

Used 
  
  

 Inglenooks, Wood burning stoves, 
 Aga/solid fuel stoves. 

Gas fires, cowls fitted, smoke testing, 
certificates issued.  
Tel:07815 502798. 

  

email 
amvchimneysweeps@googlemail.com 

  

web www.amvchimneysweeps.co.uk 
  
  

Certified member of the 
 Institute of Chimney Sweeps 

Evergreen Landscapes 
All aspects of Garden Construction 

undertaken.  
Approved Patio and Driveway 

Contractors 
  

Walling, Pathways, Turf and Lawn 
Installers, Fencing, Natural Stone 

and Porcelain Specialists 
Grounds Maintenance Contractors 

for Private or Commercial Properties 
  

Office 01707655511 
Mobile call Ron on 07747841103 

Email:- 
sales@evergreenlandscapes.co.uk 
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Master Art  
Workshops  

 
For timetable and to book  visit 
http://
w.masterartworkshops.com  
or  email 
suewilliams021@aol.com   
Follow us on social media to keep 
up with our news -Facebook page 
is  www.facebook.com/
masterartworkshops                                                                    

 BigBlackHen.com 
  

  
The beautifully simple way  

      to sell your home. 
  

Thinking of selling your home? 
  

I offer local expertise  
(I grew up in “Little B”),  

innovative marketing and personal 
“service” , all for a low fixed fee 

  
Call Nigel Adams on:  

01992 878580 

TB VALET  
 
 

Mobile car cleaning and valeting      
We come to you  

Visit our website for more         
information on our                      

valet packages 
We also offer                                      

Headlight  restoration                
and protective finishes 

www.tbvalet.com 
07878 335866                                     

07368 902529  

http://www.tbvalet.com
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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St Andrews        The Church is open every day. 

Church cleaning  

11th July  Margery Bailey 

25th July Sue Wainright & Sarah Barrett 

Little Berkhamsted,  
Howe Green & 
Epping Green 

News from Little Berkhamsted Parish  Council 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 22nd July 2026 at 7.30pm in 
the village hall. The agenda is published on the website and village noticeboard the 
week before the meeting and residents are welcome to send questions and comments 
to the clerk beforehand, clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk or attend the meeting and ask 
in person. 

LITTLE BERKHAMSTED FUN DAY 12 July 
 

Families across Hertfordshire are invited to enjoy an 
afternoon of fun,  laughter, and community spirit as a 
Family Fun Day arrives at Little Berkhamsted this July. 

Taking place on Sunday 12 July 2026 from 12pm until 
4pm on the  village green, the event promises something 
for everyone,  designed to bring local residents, families, and visitors together 
for a memorable summer day out.  At the heart of the event will be a lively 
dog show, expected to attract proud owners and four-legged friends from 
across the local area. Alongside the canine competition, children can enjoy a 
large bouncy castle and inflatable slide, while adults browse a variety of local 
trade stalls showcasing small businesses and handmade products, and re-
freshments.        

The event is all about celebrating village life and creating an opportunity for 
neighbours and families to connect in a relaxed and welcoming atmosphere. 
With free entry and activities suitable for all ages. The picturesque village 
green will provide the perfect setting for visitors to picnic, socialise, and   
enjoy the summer weather while children make the most of the  event.        
For enquiries, organisers can be contacted on 07947 931 631  
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Wellbeing Class   
Mondays  at 10am. 

Learn how to keep yourself healthy 
and well. For more details,                 

call  Beverly on   07989 181 847         
Everyone  welcome. 

Baby Group   
 

Every Tuesday Drop in….     
The group meets in the    
morning and after lunch.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Please feel free to use the toys 
and make yourself a coffee. 
The Church is open, and you 
are welcome to use the space 
for children anytime.                                           
To join the Baby Group     
Contact    
Sandie 01707 875 221 

Weddings, Baptisms and other   
matters.   
Registration is held on the 1st and 
3rd Saturdays of each month  10.00 
to 11.30 am at   Little                             
Berkhamsted  Church 
No appointment necessary 

 

Keep these Dates  
 CHURCHYARD SALE   Saturday 22nd Aug 10am-2pm  
 St Andrew’s Church Book a stall  for £5.00 
 Refreshments and a play area for the children. 
 Bike & Hike 12th Sept 10-4pm 
 Macmillan Coffee Morning25th Sept 11am-2pm 
 
Church Help! St Andrew’s Church - sometimes we need 
some extra help phone Sandie 01707875221  if you can help  
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Little Berkhamsted  
Community Facilities for Hire 

The Village Hall has recently been insulated and redecorated. It has 
disabled access and toilet, a fully equipped kitchen for any refreshment 
needs, a table tennis table, internet access and projector equipment.  

  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 

The cricket and community pavilion has a fully equipped kitchen, bar 
area, changing rooms and shower facilities.  

Hire Charge                                                                                    
(per hour):                                                              For further  details                                              
LB Resident:£12                        contact: Sandie Ash    
Non residents £17               01707 875221 

. 
 

CHURCH  ROAD,  
LITTLE  BERKHAMSTED 
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Summer Adventures at  Celtic Harmony Camp  
"Celtic Warrior Experience" 24 July  
“ The Games”  27-31 July  10 am to 4 pm daily 
Looking for a summer escape close to home? Celtic Harmony Camp is open 
every weekend from 13 June to 23 August for families to explore, except on 4 
and 5 July. 
Visitors can step into the magic of the "Faery Trail", take on a fun challenge 
with "Brickendon Disc Golf", or even book a "Disc Golf Party" for a special cel-
ebration. The Woodland Bistro will also be open at weekends, serving food, 
cakes, coffee, and refreshments in a peaceful woodland setting, with the op-
portunity to visit the Prehistory Centre. 
There are also special dates to look forward to in July. Families can join the 
"Celtic Warrior Experience" on 24 July, an action-packed outdoor adventure 
inspired by ancient skills and warrior training. From 27 to 31 July, we will 
also host "The Games", running daily from 10am to 4pm. 
For anyone interested in getting involved behind the scenes, the Volunteer 
Taster Day takes place on Saturday 18 July. It is a great opportunity to find 
out more about volunteering, from supporting visitor experiences to helping 
with conservation work. 
Pre-booking is recommended for all visits. Please visit 
www.celticharmony.org for more information. 

 

http://www.celticharmony.org
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Qualified for over 25 years 

PHYSIOTHERAPY TREATMENT  
AT YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE 

for musculoskeletal & mobility problems related to sport, work, DIY,   
gardening, medical conditions, operations, accidents & falls, or merely 

the ravages of time! 

Phone Ian at achievephysio on 07702 871780 
Email: info@achievephysio.co.uk Web: www.achievephysio.co.uk 

Bespoke  Home Care 
Providing reliable and compassionate personal care, Jacqueline, 
with 20 years’ experience in social care , provides personalised 
care for the elderly or individuals with learning  disabilities– for 
independence and quality of life. Fully insured and DBS checked.    
 
Contact Jacqueline 07792 066181 or Jacquelinepa@mail.com 

 
 
 

Feel Great This July by Donating 

Your Un wanted Belongings 

Donate quality pre-loved items 
this July  -summer clothing, oc-
casion wear, shoes, handbags 
and homeware.                            
Turn  your clutter into care.        

Mobile collection donations  
at the  Dutch Marketplace 
Tuesday  21st  July                   
10am-2pm 
www.isabelhospice.org.uk.                           

mailto:info@achievephysio.co.uk
http://www.achievephysio.co.uk
http://www.isabelhospice.org.uk
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July  Quiz …                                 Answers on page 38                             

Brain teaser  -                                      Answer next month. 

1. What and where are the Pillars of Heracles? 
2. How many  UK Prime Ministers have there been since 2000? 
3. Who wrote the song “I will always love you” famously covered by 

Whitney Houston in the film “ The Bodyguard”? 
4. What is the name of the Downing Street cat? 
5. What is Sir Keir Starmer’s middle name? 
6. When did Alaska become a USA State? 
7. Are there more Streets than Roads on the original UK Monopoly 

board properties? 
8. Which of his wives survived King Henry VIII? 

Brain Teaser:                                                                                                            
Can you name the 23 English Counties whose full name   ends with 
the letters SHIRE 

Photo puzzle—new this month—see page 5 
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Diamond Pest Control  
 
Diamond Pest  
Control have a 
solution to any pest 
problems you may be 
encountering. 
If you need a wasp nest removed 
or are experiencing issues with        
rodents, moths,  cockroaches, 
pigeons or any other pests you can 
contact us on the number below. 
  

We are recruiting for new   
technicians to join our team. Call us 
or send us your CV if you are 
interested! 0208 889 1036 
info@diamondpestcontrol.co.uk  
www.diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 
 

 
ROY FRITH 

VACUUM CLEANER  
SALES,  

SPARES & REPAIRS 
  

RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 
  

01992 503991 
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

13 TALBOT 
STREET 

HERTFORD  
SG13 7BX 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Herts Computer Services 
 

Call Iain on 07787 157 937   
or email:  

iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business 
 IT support 

PC health checks & virus removal  
Broadband internet issues 
Data recovery 
Laptop repairs such as screen re-
placement 
PC hardware repairs & installations 
Wireless networking 
Website & internet address setup 
Microsoft server installations & small 
business support 
 Microsoft & Comptia Certified 
Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com
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Repairs to Fine Antiques 
And Contemporary Furniture 

French Polishing, Spray Finishing,  
Cabinet Making and Design, Veneering, Boulle Work , 

Leather Lining, Marquetry, Re-upholstering,  
Caning and Rushwork, Carving and Turning,  

Clock Restoration, Clock Servicing,   
Repairs to Metal Artefacts, Quality Fabric Sales. 

All work guaranteed to the  

highest standards, Established 1991. 

David Oakes 
01992 511251 / 07860 954977 

 

Interior    &       Exterior            
- 

J C-KEENAN 
 

DECORATING SERVICES 
 
 
All aspects undertaken:   
Excellent references of                              
Character & workmanship:                      
 
Home 01707 882927  
Mobile 07899 964 436  
 john.keenan2@gmail.com 
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What’s On in Newgate Street  
Village Coffee morning  Monday, July 6th 10.30-12.30  at the Crown .  
Every first Monday of the month  
 
Table Tennis:  Tuesday evenings, 7.30 - 9.30pm in the  
Village Hall.  £1 pay and play 
 
Tennis  - Tuesday mornings, 9.30-10.30am Village Courts.  
Term time only.  Contact 07710 507 215 
 
Book Swap - Pre read books to buy £1 or swap 50p, in the Village Hall 
Post Office Tuesday & Thursday mornings. 
 
Village Chat - WhatsApp group for people living in the village. To join 
the group contact 07710 507 215 
 
Village Pub Social - 8pm the second Friday of every month in either 
The Crown or The Coach & Horses Pub. Come along to meet friends and 
make new ones. See Village Chat WhatsApp group or Village website for 
details. 
 

Post Office. A small Post Office is open on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings in the village hall.  
 
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS : from website  
www.newgatestreet.org/ Follow the link to Hall Rental to  book  

Church Open  for quiet contemplation, 
and personal prayer  every   
Wednesday, 9.30  to 12.30 

Newgate Street 
Ponsbourne  

St Mary 

  
  

 
  
  

 
  
  

 
  
  

 

http://www.newgatestreet.org/
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What to do with the children in the summer holidays: a selection of web-
sites offering ideas and suggestions for low cost or free activities. 
https://onewelhat.gov.uk  
One of the ‘one welhat’ initiatives is ‘The Big Summer’ which runs between 
27th July and 16th August. A programme of free and low cost activities for chil-
dren in the Welwyn Hatfield area. 
https://smudgedpostcard.com 
A great selection of ideas and venues for free and inexpensive days out with 
toddlers in Hertfordshire. There are also a great range of other family travel 
adventures described in other locations eg Cornwall, London.. 
https://eventbrite.co.uk 
A range of events and places to visit in Hertfordshire with free or low cost ac-
tivities. 
https://The 10 best free things to do in Hertfordshire 
HAPpy camp in Welwyn Hatfield offer funded holiday activities including 
sports, arts and a hot meal for children aged 4 to 16. These camps are re-
served for families who are registered for benefits related free school meals. 
This is just a small selection and if you know of anywhere or have any 

suggestions please let the editor know and we will publish it. We are 
keen to help families find ways to entertain children during the long 

   Help Isabel Hospice be there Around The Clock 
   Life-limiting illness does not stop at night — and     
   neither does Isabel Hospice. 
This summer, Isabel Hospice is asking local people to support its Around The Clock 
Appeal, helping ensure patients and families across eastern Hertfordshire can   
receive expert, compassionate care at any time of day or night. 
During the day, the hospice’s Hospice at Home and Community Teams care for  
patients in their own homes, while doctors and nurses support patients and       
families at the Isabel Hospice Inpatient Unit. At night, the care continues. Night 
nurses look after patients at the Inpatient Unit and also answer the 24-hour      
advice line, so families caring for loved ones at home are never left alone with their 
worries. 
A donation of £56 could fund a two-hour visit from a 
Hospice at Home nurse,  giving expert care to a  patient 
and allowing their loved one time to rest. A gift of £210 
could fund a nurse’s shift answering the advice line 
through the night as well as caring for   patients at the 
Inpatient Unit. 
Your support could help make sure local families  facing 
life-limiting illness always have somewhere to turn. 
To donate, visit isabelhospice.org.uk/aroundtheclock 
or call Isabel Hospice on 01707 954 850. 

https://onewelhat.gov.uk
https://smudgedpostcard.com
https://eventbrite.co.uk
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L & M SWAIN 

G ARD E N  MAIN TE N AN CE  
  

ALL TYPES OF GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN  
INCLUDING 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE AND ONE OFF TIDY UPS 
  

HEDGES CUTTING PRUNING 
                                   

TURF LAYING                     PRESSURE WASHING 
  

FENCING                                                                  PATIOS LAID 
  

TELEPHONE : 01992 511343  OR 0794 1398 510 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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BK Marquee 
Hire 
 

For all your special 
events. 
Free quotations 
and site visit. 

 
Table and chairs 
Catering, BBQs 
Hog Roast 
Staging and Dance 
Floor. 
 

01707 271054 

Mobile:    07960 842998  
e-mail:     bkmarqueehire@gmail.com 
Web site: bkmarqueehire.co.uk  
facebook.com/bkmarqueehire. 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

JUST FEET Foot Health. 
  

Nail cutting, Corns, Verrucas, 
Thickened Nails, Split Heels, 

Athlete’s Foot, 
Warts, Hard Skin, Calluses 

  

Mobile Foot Health  
Professional 

  
Deborah McLoughlin, MCFHP 

MAFHP 
Tel: 07973 872967 

  
e-mail: 

d.a.mcloughlin@btopenworld.com 

 
JAMES ROBINSON 

  

  Plant hire 
  Groundworks 

  Paving 
  Driveways 

  Landscaping 
  Septic tank installation 

  Site clearance and preparation 
  Demolition 

 Please call to discuss your needs 
  

07860 445203 
  

admin@robinsonservices.co.uk 
www.robinsonservices.co.uk 
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Answers  July quiz   page 31, June Brain Teaser, Photo quiz page 5 

 

Master Locksmiths and Security 
Engineers 

  

G J Locksmiths 
9 The Broadway,  

Old Hatfield, AL9 5BG 
  

Tel:   01707 515 510 
  

Mob: 07774 866333  
  

www.gjlocksmithshatfield.co.uk 
martin@g-j-locksmiths.co.uk 

Fast reliable service 
FREE surveys to insurance or 

police specification. 
phone Martin Shadbolt  

  

GARDENING                                                                                 
Do You:  

NEED a strong pair of hands for those gardening jobs 
NEED your vegetable garden dug. 
NEED your grass/hedges cut 
NEED logs moving/splitting 
NEED terraces or garden furniture pressure washed. 
NEED shed or fences painted                  Then I am your man! 

Time to suit, 7 days a week. £12.50 per hour (£14 if using own machinery)          
Minimum 2 hours            Transport required                                                                     

I do not use mains electrical hedge cutters or mowers.           
Please ring Paul Curson 01707 875 622 

 

Quiz   1)Rocks at the entrance to the Mediterranean sea from the Atlantic, The Rock of 
Gibraltar in the North and the Jebel Musa in the South.  2)  8 Starmer, Sunak, Truss, 
Johnson, May, Cameron, Brown, Blair   3) Dolly Parton in1973, recorded later by Whit-
ney Houston for the film The Bodyguard in 1992   4)  Larry  5)Rodney 6)1959   7) Yes 7 
streets (Bow Street, Marlborough Street, Vine Street, Fleet Street, Coventry Street, Re-
gent Street, Oxford Street) and just 4 Roads (Old Kent Road, Whitechapel Road, Euston 
Road, Pentonville Road)  8)  2 wives  Henry died 1547.Anne of  Cleeves wife #5 di-
vorced and  Catherinne Parr wife #6 widowed and died after childbirth 1548 
  
 June  Brain Teaser:10 cities  in G B  spelt with a double letter . Aberdeen, Cardiff,   
Dundee, Inverness, Kingston upon Hull, Leeds, Liverpool, Nottingham, Sheffield, Wells. 
 Photo puzzle page 5—post box at  entrance to Bedwell Park & Country Club golf 
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Roofing Experts in Hertfordshire  
& Surrounding Areas 
Family-Owned & Operated 
 

New Roofs and Repairs *  Flat roofs and Repairs  
Slates, Tiles and Chimneys *All Brickwork and Pointing  

Valleys & All  Leadworks * uPVC Fascias  
 Soffits, Cladding & Guttering* Painting & Decorating 

Damp proofing  
Why Choose Us? 

Experienced Professionals              
Quality Materials  
Customer Satisfaction    
Competitive Pricing    
Free Quotes  
01707 818 090   07551 371 116                                      

www.aspectsroofing.net  

Hertfordshire Landscapes  
All work guaranteed 
All Aspects of Landscaping and Paving  
 
We offer a variety of services including: 
 
 New driveway and patio installation 
 Driveway and patio restoration 
 High pressure cleaning 
 Fencing 
 Turfing and artificial grass  
 Shed base installation  
 Sleeper & decorative wall installation 
 
     Public liability insured . Call us on: 
    01707 260 017 or  07979 845 848 
For more information please visit our  
website www.hertfordshirelandscapes.co.uk 

http://www.aspectsroofing.net
http://www.hertfordshirelandscapes.co.uk
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Village Halls. 
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 

01707 875221 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

NEWGATE STREET 
01707 874388 + online 

(Facilities for the disabled) 

 
WILD HILL 01707 642632 
BAYFORD 07970 376271 

( Facilities for the disabled)  
BRICKENDON 01992 511551 

ESSENDON 07442 499601 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

Visit the Hartford Hundred web site at 

 hartfordhundred.org.uk/  

for full details of occasional Zoom services 

https://www.hartfordhundred.org.uk/
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I & B ELECTRICAL 
  

Domestic & Commercial 

●  Rewires 
●  Fuse Boxes 
●  Security 
●  Extra Sockets 
●  Lighting Points 
● Smoke Detectors 
● Electric Cookers 
● TV Points 
● Phone Points 
● Ring video doorbells  

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
  

Tel: 01707 262771  
Mobile: 07861 398288 

  

Family run business 
  

info@ib-electrical.co.uk  

 

Tidy & Efficient 
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